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Thursday, 15 December 1988

THE SPEAKER (Mr Bamnett) took the Chair at 2.15 pm, and read prayers.

PETITION - MINERAL SANDS (COOLJARLOO) MINING AND PROCESSING
AGREEMENT BILL 1988
Proclamnation - Opposition

MR CRANE (Moore) 12.18 pm]: I have a petition in the following terms -

To; The H-onourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned, request the Western Australian Governmnent not to proclaim the
Mineral Sands (Cooljarloa) Mining and Processing Agreement Bill 1988. because:-

The dry processing plant and the synthetic rurile plant proposed for Muchea is to be
sited on an environmerntally unforgiving site;

The plant and its products and emissions are contrary to the Shire of Chirtermng Town
Planning Scheme;
The Dandaragan Shire Council has publicly invited the Cooljarloo Joint Venture to
establish the plant in the Dandaragan Shire in an area which should be
environmentally acceptable.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 67 signatures and [ certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 126.]

PETITION - WORKERS' COMPENSATION

Chiropractors - Signing Off Work Certificates
MR BERTRAM (Bakcana) [2.19 pm]: I have a petition which reads as follows -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled

We, the undersigned. request that where an injured worker consults a chiropractor
under the terms of the Workerst Compensation Act the chiropractor be given the legal
right to sign all necessary certificates.

Your petitioners humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest consideration and
your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 67 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No 127.]

PETITION - MINERAL SANDS (COOLJARLOO) MINING AND PROCESSING
AGREEMENT BILL 1988
Proclamation - Opposition

MR SCHELL (Mt Marshall) [2.20 pm]: I have a petition couched in the same terms as that
of the member for Moore.

The petition bears 78 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
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The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 128.]

PETITION - RESERVE 860, WARANGRUP SPRING, DAWESVILLE

Conservation and Land Management, Department of - Continued
Public Use

MR READ (Mandurab) (2.21 pm]: I have a petition which reads as follows -

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia Assembled.

We the undersigned petitioners of Western Australia and residents urge you:

To retain the integrity & continued public use of reserve 860, Warangrup Spring at
Dawesville, Mandurab, by vesting the reserve under the Dept. of Conservation and
Land Management (CALM) for the purpose of recreation and conservation.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration & your petitioners as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 549 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 129.J

PETITION - PLANNING
Lot 1002 Mandurak - Subdivision Opposition

MIR READ (Mandurah) [2.22 pmj: I have a second petition in the following terms -

To: The H-onourable The Speaker And Members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned Petitioners, are concerned local residents who oppose the
proposed subdivision and subsequent development on Lot 1002 facing Hickman Road
Mandurah to the north of the 'Fourth Groyne' on the basis of uncontrolled sand dune
erosion of the buffer area to the Indian Ocean, being considerably less in setback than
that recommended by the State Planning Comm-ission for development, expected
adverse wind erosion effects on the dune area by the removal of vegetation required
to make such development.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound will ever pray.

The petition bears 124 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 130.]

PETITION - SODIUM CYANIDE

Narrogin - Transportation Opposition

MR WIESE (Narrogin) [2.23 pm]: I have a petition couched in the following terms -

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia assembled.

We the undersigned residents of Narrogin and its suxrounding area beseech
Parliament to intercede on our behalf and prevent liquid sodium cyanide being
unloaded in Narrogin and transported through the townsire of Narrogin because:

(1) the transportation of sodium cyanide from rail to road will take place within 1
kilometre of the centre of the town;
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(2) the proposed route out of Narrogin wil pass over the Narrogin Creek which
flows through the centre of Narrogin;

(3) the proposed route travels within 20 metres of the front doors of 90 houses
within the townsite of Narrogin;

(4) a spillage within the townsite would be unable to be contained and would flow
directly into the town drainage system and to the Narrogin Creek and pose a
danger to the town inhabitants and the environment;

(5) the proposed route from Narrogin to Williams passes within 300 metres of the
bitumen catchment and within 800 metres of the water stored in Bottle Creek
Reservoir which services the whole of the Great Southern comprehensive
water supply;

and further poses an unacceptable risk to all the residents in Narrogin and to the water
supply of the whole of the Great Southern area of the State.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration, and your petitioners, as in duty bound1 shall ever pray.

The petition bears 54 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 13 1.1

PETITION - TRANSPORT
Railways - Electrijfied Service, Northern Suburbs

MRS DHEG(;S (Whitford - Minister for 1-ousing) [2.24 pm]; I have a petition couched in
the following terms -

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned, express our preference for an electrified rail service to provide
fast and efficient commuter transport to the Northern Suburbs of Perth.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 456 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 132.]

PETITION - "THE LAST TEMPTATION OF CHRIST"
Banning

MR MacKINNON (Murdoch - Leader of the Opposition) 12.25 pm): I have a petition
couched in the following termns -

To: The H-onourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned citizens of Western Australia do humbly petition the Parliament
that it will urge the Government of Western Australia to exercise its lawful authority
to ban throughout Western Australia the showing of the fdln, "The Last Temptation of
Christ", which is considered by many people to be blasphemous, which is offensive to
many people arid which lacks any substantial claims to literary or artistic merit.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 141 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
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The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 133.1
PETITION - HANDICAPPED

Disability Service Act - Review
MR WILSON (Nottarnara - Minister for Health) [2.26 pm]: I have a petition couched in
the following terms -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.

We, persons with disabilities, affected by the adverse implementation process of the
Disability Services Act, and other concerned persons, request the Premier of W.A. to
call on the Federal Minister for Community Services and Health to:

I1. Review the ideological issues present in the implementation process without
support from the ACT and contrary to the objective of:

a. improved outcomes

b, the right of choice (of consumers)

c, cost effective service delivery.

2. Confirm that the legislation was not designed to destroy existing efficient
service delivery models with consequent impact on services for consumers.

3. Ensure existing services for people with disabilities are objectively examined
on an individual basis and any decision made with regard to changes in future
Government support for an individual service, be based on outcomes achieved
and the views of consumers in the service: and

4. Confirm that service will not be lost to consumers or forced changed direction
int consequence of:

a. subjective (ideological) decisions based on the size of services,
location of services or models of service delivery;

b. departmental bias against service types not supported by outcomes
actual-ly occurring and supported by consumers.

5. Direct the Department of Community Services and Health to work with
consumers and service providers to achieve possible outcomes, more flexible
provisions for service delivery and to abandon the prescription of service types
currently occurring.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 10 006 signatures. I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly, and I will use this petition in my personal representations to the
Federal Minister to ensure those people's rights are protected.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 134.)
PETff 1ION - YOUTH

16 Year Olds - Medical Treatment

MR CASH (Mt Lawley) [2.29 pm]: I have a petition couched in the following terms -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned citizens respectfuilly herewith totally reject the law reform
commnission's approach as detailed in its report entitled "Discussion Paper Medical
Treatment for Minors - June '88" to enable under 16 year olds to obtain medical
treatment in A respects, but in particular -

Mr Peter Dowding: That is your Liberal Party reference, isn't it?
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Mr CASH: The Premier should not try to talk petitioners down: they should be allowed to
use the facility of this House to present petitions. To continue -

but in particular to contraception. termination of pregnancy. and sexually trantsnitted
diseases, without consent of the persons parents or guardian on the basis that this
approach ignores responsibility of parents, is harmful to the family as a unit and is
encouraging promiscuity, without the balance of educating those persons as to moral
and health risks.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, wil ever pray.

The petition bears 345 signatures and I centify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 135.]

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION - PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND
EXPENDITURE REVIEW COMMITTEE

Reports

On motions by Mr Crane, resolved -

That the following reports be printed -

Follow-up report of the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee
into Ambulance Services.

Final report of the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee.

Minutes of proceedings for the period 1 July 1988 to 15 September 1988. and
transcript of evidence taken on 22 September 1988.

[See papers Nos 689 and 690.1

COMMITTEES FOR THlE SESSION - JO0INT STANDING COMEMITTEE ON
DELEGATED LEGISLATION

Report

MIR DONOVAN (Morley-Swan) [2.37 pmJ: I present the second report of the Joint
Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation. I move -

That the report be printed.

The Commuittee, which was established with the full encouragement of the State Governiment.
has been in operation since May this year. The Committee has already received public
acclaim from the Senate Standing Committee which of course has a history of 50 years. I
know that the member for Floreat has a keen interest in this matter and will be interested to
hear that the acclaim was due to the innovations which have been introduced by the
Committee. Specifically, it is looking not only at the question of vires surrounding the
regulations which come under it for review but also the question of usefuness and value.

Question put and passed.

MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE - G OVERNMIENT CONTRACT

Private Investigation A gency

THE SPEAKER (Mr BarnettO: Earlier today, at the appropriate time. I received a letter from
the Leader of the Opposition seeking to debate as a matter of public importance the
Government's contract with a private investigation agency. and the details of the contract.

Before I call on members to indicate their support of This motion. I indicate that I have
received a letter that has been sent to the Leader of the Opposition, the Leader of the Country
Parry and -

.Mr Cash: You mean the Leader of the National Party.
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The SPEAKER: I am telling members who I am told these letters were sent to. [ understand
who it should have been sent to and when I referred to the Leader of the Country Party, I did
not mean that in any derogatory way. I might say that the letter was sent to the President of
the Legislative Council, and we object to that as it has nothing to do with himn.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order' I know that members have been away for a considerable time, but
all members should know the Standing Order that requires everybody to remain silent while
the Speaker is on his feet. I have enough trouble without any interjections.

I express some concern, and I will go into more detail in a moment, about the possibility of
sub judice applying on this matter. I ask the Leader of the Opposition whether, after having
received the letter, he still desires to proceed with his motion?

Mr MacKINNON: Yes, Mr Speaker, I do.

The SPEAKER: It is not my intention to bar this debate from proceeding due to the sub
judice rule. However, charges have been laid regarding a matter very close to the one that the
Leader of the Opposition wants to debate. I am extremely concerned that today's debate
should be a very confined debate. I understand what the Leader of the Opposition wants to
do, and I sympathise with that in terms of my position here; that is, to allow members to
debate these things if at all possible. However, I have no doubt that the sub judice rule will
apply to some of the things that some people will want to say in this debate. I want to caution
all members that this place should not be used to prejudice the trial of certain people who
have already been charged with offences which are matters that go very close to the debate
that the Leader of the Opposition wishes to hold.

Having cautioned everybody in that respect, I add that although from time to time some
members in this place use parliamentary privilege to say things they should not say which are
sub judice or unparliamentary and then withdraw them, I am not prepared to allow that to
occur today. I will have no hesitation in not just asking members to withdraw, but I will
name the person who abuses parliamentary privilege in that way; I will not ask for a
withdrawal, I will name the person because I will not accept the debate going along those
lines.

Point of Order
Mr HASSELL: The subject of sub judice has caused some difficulty in this House from time
to time. Clearly it is a matter that has exercised your mind, Mr Speaker, and that of others
today. The point I want to raise is whether the writing of the letter referred to a moment ago
is itself a breach of the privilege of the House? I want to ask you, Mr Speaker, by way of this
point of order whether you will investigate the matter and urgently seek advice during the
course of today's sitting so that you will be able to comment before the House rises. The
extension of the sub judice rule to curtail the debate in Parliament is a courtesy extended by
the Parliament. Undoubtedly, it is the privilege of the Parliament to debate arty issue
concerning any person in the community and it cannot be circumscribed by the courts or by
any rule outside the Parliament. For reasons of public policy, justice and fairness the
Parliament has accepted a limitation on its own power to debate issues freely. Expressing
that limitation, although very briefly, as I understand it, it is that in a criminal. case as soon as
the person is charged, that charge becomes the subject of the so called sub judice rule, and in
a civil case when a matter is listed for trial, the charges become the subject of the sub judice
rule. To have someone outside the Parliament writing to the party leaders and to you waving
around the sub judice rule as though they had some right to have debate in this House
curtailed is, to say the least, a questionable activity; I do not want to put it any higher than
that -

Mr Pearce: You have been wamned against speaking on that matter.

Mr HASSELL: - because this letter may have been motivated by the genuine concern of the
lawyer for his client, but the fact is Mr Speaker that the privilege of this House to debate all
matters of public imnportance is only limnited by the House itself.

Mr Pearce: The Speaker is the authority of the House and he has said that the debate is going
ahead.

Mr HASSELL: I do not think the Leader of the House has been listening. It is a matter of
AUNOI-3
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whether the letter itself is a breach of the privilege of the House because it seeks to curtail
debate in this House and to suggest some limitation on the power of this House.
Mr Peter Dowding: It does not say that at all!

The SPEAKER: In respect of this point of order I will frst read the last paragraph of the
letter, and in doing so say that it is my view that the letter is not threatening or intirnidatory in
any way; in view of that fact, it is unlikely that it does what the member for Cottesloe says
that it does. Nonetheless, I will have the matter checked and have a firm ruling on the matter
later. As not all members have been party to the letter sent to all the leaders, I will quote part
ofit- *

My purpose in writing is to request you and fellow members of your party to rake
great care in raising any matter which may well have the affect of prejudicing the fair
trial of -

It refers to a particular person. To continue -

- and further may delay an early hearing and detennination by the Court of those
matters alleged against him.

I do not believe that that is teatening or intiniidatory. but I will have the letter checked.
Debate Resuimed

The SPEAKER: If sufficient members agree to this motion, I will allow it.

[Five members rose in their places.]

The SPEAKER: In accordance with the Sessional Order, half an hour will be allocated to
each side of the House for the purpose of this debate.

MR MacKINNON (Murdoch - Leader of the Opposition) [2.49 pml: I move -

That in line with the Premier's newly found commitment to accountability this
Parliament calls on the Premier to table full documentation relating to its
unprecedented action of employing a private investigation agency. and explain to the
Parliament:

(a) When the contract was entered into;

(b) Why it was continued for such an extensive period of time when ostensibly the
employment of the agency was to check on specific telephone bugging,

(c) Why the employment of the agency was kept secret;

(d) Why Parliament House was reportedly checked by the Government without
the knowledge of either the Joint House Committee or the Opposition;

(e) How much the agency has been paid by the Government for the services it has
rendered to the Goverrnent;

(0) What work other than checking telephone bugging the agency carried out for
the Government;

and calls on the Government to give a commitment that in future any such activity is
carried out by properly authorised Government agencies.

As Parliament comes to an end it is appropriate at the commencement of this debate that we
reflect on what has been, by any measure, an extraordinary year in Western Australian
politics. It has been an extraordinary year to say the least when we look at the whole
question of Rothwells Ltd with the Government, following the implementation of the
guarantee, secretly providing huge sums of money as ongoing support to Rothwells until the
last moment; midnight meetings secretly attended by the Premier and Ministers; $15 million
from the State Energy Commission which went missing for a few days: $6 million involving
the R & I Bank and the $175 million blue sky payment.

Earlier in the year claims were made that the telephones of members of Parliament were
bugged and this, in fact, lead to a Select Comtnittee of the other House of this Parliament
inquiring into that affair. In recent days we heard the quite astounding revelation that the
Government had employed a private detective agency and, by coincidence, it was the same
agency employed earlier this year by people involved in affairs that have been the subject of
extensive debate and inquiry in this place.
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Several members interjected.
Mr MacKUINNON: Given the Premier's new found commitment to accountability it is his
responsibility to explain to the Parliament and the people of Western Australia -
Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr MacKINNON: I will come to that in a moment. Let us look at what is alleged by the
Premier of the Government of Western Australia. He claims that in March 1987 the
Governiment was concerned about telephone bugging and it wanted a sweep of its offices
undertaken. It is important that members understand what I ant talking about. An office can
be bugged in one of two ways: First, a bug can be placed directly in the telephone and.
secondly, a bug can be placed somewhere in the room. If the bug is in the telephone it is the
responsibility of Telecom. If the bug is placed somewhere in a roam it is the responsibility of
the Police Force of Western Australia. I thought the Police Force would have been charged
with that responsibility, but that is not the course of action this Government chose and
continued to pursue until the day before yesterday - it chose to employ a private agency. Let
us look at the reason the Premier gave for the Government's action. I watched him make his
claim on television and he said that Telecom did not have the necessary equipment. That is
not true. In fact, Mr Magee from Telecom released a statement in which he said that
Telecom Australia does have the technology and capability to respond to inquiries-relating to
telephone interception and will do so following legitimate requests. The Premier's
explanation does not hold water.
Mr Peter Dowding: In respect of telephones?
Mr MacKINNON: That was a very important point made by Mr Magee. Was the Premier
not talking about a concern relating to telephone bugging? Is that not why he called in this
agency?

Several members interjected.

Mr MacKINNON: That is exactly why the Premiuer called in the agency. If it was not
because of the bugging of the telephone the second question is: Why were the police not
called in? I would say that the police were not called in because this Government does not
trust the Police Force in Western Australia. It is no wonder that the morale in the Police
Force is the lowest that it has ever been in the history of this State. The police should have
been called in, but they were not and a private detective agency was called in. I do not think
it is unprecedented for a Government to employ a security agency to check security matters,
but it would certainly be unprecedented were a Government to go outside its Police Force to
check the bugging of a room. Checking for possible telephone bugging is the responsibility
of Telecom, but the bugging of a room, which is what we are talking about, is the
responsibility of the Police Force. The questions that need to be answered by the Premier -
not by anyone else - are very important.
Mr Peter Dowding: Who checks your home for security?

Mr MacKIN4NON: I have never had it checked.

Mr Peter Dowding: Have you ever had anyone check it in a private capacity?
Mr MacKINNON: I have never had my telephone checked. I believe most people are
honest.
Several memnbers interjected.
Mr MacKINNON: The questions that need to be answered include: When did this contract
begin? Was it in March 1987, as reported? If so, what evidence did the Government have at
that time and what ongoing need was there for the Governent to employ people outside
Telecom or the Police Force to ensure bugging was not taking place? Which Government
offices were checked? Were only the offices of the Ministers checked, or were all
Government offices checked? Why was the contract kept in place until a couple of days ago?

Several members interjected.
Mr MacKINNON: Is it not interesting that as soon as the Premier was questioned about it he



knew the answer - that the contract was in place and he did not need to refer to advice?

Mr Peter Dowding: Do you know how? Someone telephoned me and said that Barry
Macinnon would hold a Press conference about a matter and asked whether I had any
details. I said no and that I would get them. You must have a leak in your office.

Mr MacKINNON: The Premier must be having a fit. He appeared on the television on
Tuesday night admitting it. I did not hold a Press conference until the Wednesday - he is
only 24 hours out.

Is it not interesting that as soon as the Premier was questioned about the matter he
immediately cancelled the contract; and whom did he call in to investigate? It was the
Commissioner of Police. Why did he not call in the commissioner previously - he has been
Premier for almost 12 months - if he had that concern? Why trust the commissioner now
when he did not trust him previously? Why did he keep the matter a secret until now? The
best way to deter people from bugging telephones is to make sure that a sweep is carried out
by an authorised agency and then to tell the world about it to make sure that people know that
is what has been done. That would deter them quickly.

The next question one would ask is what has been found by the Government as a
consequence of this? Why was Parliament House included in this affair? It was reported on
the A-BC on 13 December that Parliament House had been checked. I am sure that you, Mr
Speaker, would share my concern if that were the case. My office was checked earlier this
year following the allegations in another place. That check was carried out with the authority
of the Speaker or the President.

The SPEAKER: I am the Chairman of the Joint House Conmmittee. The President has no
authority.

Mr MacKINNON: It was authorised by you. Mr Speaker. and my office was checked at that
time and I was advised of that check. If it were checked earlier and the other offices in
Parliament House were checked also, why was it so? Why were we not told about it'? Why
was someone brought in from outside without any authority or advice?

Another important point to which I ask the Premier to respond is which other Government
agencies have contracts with this agency? Is it not a fact that the State Government Insurance
Commission still has a contract with this agency which is ongoing to this date?

Mr Cash: No commnent, his head is deep in the newspaper.

Mr MacKINNON: I understand the SCIC has a commitment and contract with that agency.
Why is that continuing? Is not the Premier responsible for the SOIC? Is it not interesting to
note that other contracts are in place? When will the contract with the SGIC be suspended?
How many other agencies of Government also have a contract? Perhaps WADC has a
contract. I have no evidence or information about that, but I certainly have evidence about
the SCIC. What steps has the Government taken to check whether other agencies of
Government have employed this particular agency?

Two other questions are important in this affair, in relation to one of which the member for
Contesloe has asked a question which appears on the Notice Paper:, What payments have
been made to this agency? At what cost has the work been carried out? Perhaps we could
get some idea of the extent of the work carried out from information about the cost involved.
After all, the taxpayers of Western Australia are funding this work and they are entitled to
some answers.

Mr Cash: It was a highly illegal operation.

Mr MacK.LNNON: It would seem that it was illegal, unless the Premrier can give a categorical
assurance that the agency did not interfere with telephones while conducting the work. The
other information that should be made available to this Parliament relates to what other work
this agency did for the Government. Was the agency asked to prepare dossiers on
individuals?

Mr Pearce: What evidence do you have for that?

Mr MacKINNON: For whom was it asked to conduct that work? Was it asked to carry out
surveilance; it appears from reports in the newspaper that it has done such work for other
people. If the Government has nothing to hide, every one of these questions can be easily
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answered. The Opposition would be satisfied with those answers if they were given
immediately. However, I think the same answers will be given that we have heard before: It
will either be commercially confidential or would breach some security arrangement, or the
Premier will give me a briefing but I will not be allowed to say anything about it to anybody
else. In other words, I will be provided with the information but it will not be available to
anybody else. What is the difference between me and the Premier knowing, and nobody else
outside Government? There is no difference. The people of Western Australia are entitled to
be given the answers to these questions. An unprecedented action has been taken by the
Government's going outside the agencies of Government - I refer to Telecom and the Police
Force of Western Australia - whose function is to protect the Government and to inquire into
these sorts of activities.

The bottom line of this motion is also vety important: The commitment that I now give to the
people of Western Australia as to the conduct of this Opposition when in Governmnrt with
regard to these matters, and a commitment that this Government should now give, having
teamned from its past mistakes.

Mr Peter Dowding: Did you ever have ASIO check your office when in Government?

Mr MacKIN4NON: Not to my knowledge.

Mr Peter Dowding: You like a little escape clause.

Mr MacKll'4NON: It may have been checked by ASIO but not to my knowledge.

Mr Peter Dowding: Did you not tell people at the time? Did you keep it a secret?
Mr MacKINNON: If it had been checked by ASLO, that was the appropriate agency to carry
out the task. After all, it is a Government agency authorised to take such action. T'his
Government should give the commitment that in future this type of work will be carried out
by Goverrnent agencies; either the Police Force of Western Australia, Telecom, the
Commonwealth Police, or an organisation such as ASIO, if it is appropriate.

In conclusion, I refer to questions [ was asked in a Press conference regarding the member for
Murchison-Eyre. The member did contact Telecom about his concern with regard to the
bugging of his telephone. Telecom advised him that it was not appropriate for it to do the
work because he had a privately purchased, non-Telecom system. Therefore, he
appropriately sought advice.

Mr Peter Dowding: Who did he contract to?

Mr MacKINNON: The Premnier can go on as much as he likes about who the rnember for
Murchison-Eyre contracted to.

Mr Peter Dowding: Do you know?

Mr MacKINNON: Of course I do, but I have been asked by the Speaker not to mention the
man's name. I could make many claims about that particular individual in relation to the
people involved in the allegations against him - the member for Murchison-Eyre being one of
them. However, we are talking about the Government of Western Australia and the taxpayers
of Western Australia who are funding this agency. The Government has appropriate access
to both Telecom and the Police Force of this State to pursue these charges. The Government
has continued to this minute, in connection with agencies for which the Premier is
responsible, to employ that selfsame agency. Why is that so, Mr Premier? A deafening
silence. The Premier has a lot of explaining to do on this matter; nothing he has claimed or
stated publicly to date has satisfied me as to the reasons the Government has become
involved, and the people of Western Australia do not believe his comments to date that the
Government employed a private agency because of the telephone tapping. The Premier
knows, as I do, that there are people in this State well qualified to carry out that sort of work
should there be any concern. I urge the Premier to give serious attention to this motion, and
to provide the answers to the questions outlined by the Opposition to which the people of
Western Australia want the answers.

MR PETER DOWDING (Maylands - Premier) [3.08 pm]l: This matter was answered
yesterday quite clearly and quite publicly.

Mr Lightfoot: Not truthfully.
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Mr PETER DOWDING: I am surprised that the member for Murchison-Eyre is here and not
on his trip. If he wants to raise the issue -

Mr Court: If you want to play down in the gutter.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Do I want to play down in the gutter! I am surprised that the
member for Murchison-Eyre raised the issue of honesty.
Mr Macinnon: Let us talk about tax avoidance.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! I shall not stop interjections. I am sure that every member in this
place from time to time welcomes them, but I cannot accept them in the manner in which
they are taking place at the moment; that is, far too loud and one after the other in an attempt
to prevent the person on his feet from being herd.

Mr PETER DOWDING: This matter was answered yesterday in statements made by me and
by Telecom.

Mr Lightfoot. You did not answer completely.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The member for Murchison-Eyre gets his wires crossed; he makes
his allegations at the same time as putting out a Press release to ramp his shares.

Mr Lightfoot: What a stupid thing to say.

Mr PETER DOWDING: That is a problem for the Opposition; and the Leader of the
Opposition cannot control the member for Murchison- Eyre.

Mr Lightfoot. The sooner you retire the better: you are a disgrace to the Parliament and to
the Labor Party.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Almost 24 hours ago I said in relation to this matter that in March
last year. after certain concerns were raised. an arrangement was entered into between the
company that has been named and the head of the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet. That
was entered into and confirmed -

Mr Macinnon. Was that Kevin Edwards?

Mr PETER DOWDING: No, not Kevin Edwards; the head of the Ministry of the Premier
and Cabinet.

Mir MacKinnon: He was not named.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Why does the Leader of the Opposition want me to name him? He
is a respectable public servant.

Mr Cash: Tell us what his namne is.

Mr PETER DOWDING: What is the relevance of it? Does the Leader of the Opposition
want senior public servants to be identified in this sort of debate?
Several members interjected.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The head of the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet is, and was.
Mr Digby Blight.

Mr Lightfoot: H-e is a good bloke. I agree. He is a very respectable public servant.

Mr PETER DOWDJING: What is the point of bringing his name into the debate?

The arrangement was entered into as a result of concemns at the time about the possibility of
interception of telephone and ordinary conversations in Minister's offices arid homes. A
variety of advice comes, and has always come, to the Government on matters of security. I
say at the outset that over the last six years. security in respect of senior officials.
Goverrnent Ministers and the like, both State and Federal. has become a matter of
considerable concern as a consequence of the Hilton Hotel bombing and the other things that
have happened around the country. I do not think that any member here would genuinely
suggest that those issues of security ought to have public airing.

The Governiment relies for advice on a number of sources, but a very important source is the
police deparment. If the Leader of the Opposition, or any member of Parliament, thinks it
appropriate to have a briefing on what security arrangements are appropriate for them or for
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politicians or Ministers in general, they are welcome to it. I have said publicly that if the
Leader of the Opposition wants to discuss this or any other aspect of these matters with the
head of my department, he is welcome to do so. However, as usual he does not want to do
that. The Leader of the Opposition is welcome to review these arrangements, and he will see
in viewing those arrangements that there is no question of improptiety. The Leader of the
Opposition has indicated that when the member for Murchison-Eyre spoke to Telecom it
indicated that it did not just go out and make routine checks of all equipment, but that there
were certain specified requirements, and that complaints would be investigated. Everybody
knows that is Telecom's practice. In the event of there being any evidence of interception
equipment being in place, Telecom would be called in to confirm and deal with that matter as
it concerned the integrity of the telephone system. I have never said that this arrangement
was to check on specific bugging. [ said it was for comprehensive checks on a regular basis
over a period of time. We have been advised in passing that Telecom does not have the
resources to do that mammoth task. What we have here is not only the checking of
telephones but also the placing of bugs in offices.

Mr Macinnon: You said they did not check the telephones because it was illegal to check
telephones.

Mr PETER DOWDING: It is not illegal to check telephones. I will read to the House a letter
which has already been made public and which I assume the Leader of the Opposition has
seen. It is dated 14 December, and is addressed to me from the managing director's
representative in Western Australia -

"Regarding the issue that has arisen today on interception of telephone calls, I would
like to make the following points clear.

Interference with the telephone systeh- is illegal under the Telecommunications Act
and interception of calls is illegal under the Interception Act.
We are aware however, that if a telephone is interfered with for the purposes of an
illegal interception by connection of a radio type device -

Mr Macinnon: That is not attached to the phone.

Mr PETER DOWDING: It does not say that at all. The letter continues -

- techniques are available to test for transmissions from such a device using a type of
radio receiver.

Ilam satisfied that such techniques can be used legally by others than Telecom."

It says also in a letter from Mr Magee -

"Telecom has since made it clear that they are not saying that other people cannot
check by generating a legitimate call and search for spurious transmission from that
service. What Telecom are saying is that they are the only organisation with lawful
authority to physically inspect the equipment and line, and if necessary, to remove
any unauthorised equipment."

The Leader of the Opposition can say about it all he likes. This simply maintains what has
been said all along, which is that one can sweep a room, and at the sanme time one can lift up
the telephone, make a legitimate call, and use one's equipment to check whether that
legitimate call is being interfered with by a radio type device. That is consistent with this
contract and with the legality of the Telecom rules. There is nothing the Opposition can do or
say to suggest that there is anything illegal or potentially illegal about that activity. I take it
very seriously that the Opposition should use this time to raise by smear and innuendo a
suggestion that the Government has done something of impropriety. What is the evidence to
suggest that? Is the Opposition suggesting that under a Liberal Government in fture years
there will be no contract employees? I am sure the contract cleaners in the education system
will be pleased to hear that new philosophy of members opposite in respect of school
cleaning. In which other areas is the Opposition suggesting the Government should not
employ contractors?

A licensed private investigator, who is doing something legal on an agreed basis with the
head of a Government department, is surely hardly doing something of impropriety, and if it
has something to do with security, the Leader of the Opposition is at liberty to talk with the
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head of that department to determine whether there is any impropriety. I said that the
contract would be suspended because I regarded it as inappropriate for that contract to
continue while the principal of the firm had been charged with an offence in relation to these
matters. Members opposite should not be silly. If I had not done that. they would be in here,
baying for me to do it anyway. It is the proper thing to do. and I did it immediately. The
arrangement covered security checks relating to telephones and other listening devices in
offices and homes. That was the extent of the work. No other work was authorised. The
agreement specifically provided for a schedule of work to be done, and work in excess of or
different from that schedule required written authorisation. No further payments. other than
under the terms of that contract, have been made.
1 iniform the House of those facts, and the Leader of the Opposition can speak to the head of
the department to confirm them. I make it clear that the Leader of the Opposition gave an
undertaking last night on Channel 10 that he would check to see if any of his members had
used private firms to have their phone or office checked. Has the Leader of the Opposition
done that?
Mr Macinnon: Of course I have. I have already explained that to the Parliament.
Mr PETER DOWDING: Which members have had their phones checked? The Leader of
the Opposition said he would say it publicly. I am inviting him to do so.

Mr Macinnon: You tell me.
Mr PETER DOWDING: I do not know; I have no idea.

Mr Macinnon: Don't you know? ( thought you had a list of them there.
Mr PETER DOWDING: No. but I have a whole series of assertions and innuendo from the
Leader of the Opposition which have no substance in fact; for instance, that the member for
Murchison-Eyre employed the person who was also the subject of this contract -

Mr Lightfoot: No, that is not true.
Mr PETER DOWDING: There have been reports to the effect that 'Liberal MP Ross
Lightfoot says his private phone has been checked for bugs by Mr Smith's company and
claims it was dismantled in the process". and the Leader of the Opposition was reported as
saying he had no knowledge of that occurring, but if it had he would find out the detail and
make it publicly available. Did he do that?
Mr Macinnon: Weren't you listening?

Mr Lightfoot interjected.
Mr PETER DOWDING: Since the member for Murchison-Eyre is featuring so much in the
publicity, might I ask the Leader of the Opposition whether he has checked the veracity of the
statement by the member for Murchison-Eyre. reported in the Sunday Times of 11 December,
that "I was under 24-hour protection from the VIP protection squadi and slept with a loaded
shotgun in my bedroom". It was also reported that Mr Lightfoot said he told the police of the
threats and received protection from the VIP plain clothes squad. Has the Leader of the
Opposition ever checked whether that was correct?
Mr Macinnon: Why should I?

Mr PETER DOWDING: Because it is a pretty serious situation for a member of his own
party.
Mr Lightfoot: Ask me - I will teUl you it is correct.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Has the Leader of the Opposition ever checked? That is another
matter he has never bothered to check on. I will tell the Leader of the Opposition that I do
not think those allegations are true.

Mr Macinnon: Which allegations?

Mr PETER DOWDING: I think it is an extraordinary thing that the leader of a party does not
even bother to check when one of his members claims to have had his life threatened and to
have been under the protection of the VIP protection squad.
Mr Court: I would not sleep too soundly if I were you. The truth is coming out, month after
month.
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Mr PETER DOWDING: Is it?
Mr Court: Those members of the Liberal Party in the other House did have their phones
tapped. Now we have a case where the member for Murchison-Eyre has been under the
protection of the VIP protection squad.
Mr Lightfoot: I will state here that it is true.
Mr PETER DOWDING: Is the Leader of the Opposition able to speak for a minute?

Mr Court interjected.
Mr PETER DOWDING: Is the Deputy Leader of the Opposition still pushing the Leader of
the Opposition to one side? Frankly, we have an Opposition which ignores the issues of the
day. It even ignores this exceedingly capable Government and the work this Governiment has
done to improve the economy of Western Australia. The Opposition just wants to go on with
a bit of smear and innuendo.
Mr Court: We had trouble choosing between corruption and phone tapping today.
Mr Macinnon interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!
Mr PETER DOWDING: Let me go through the questions that have been asked; firstly:
When was the contract entered into? I have told the House that.
Mr Macinnon: No, you have not.
Mr PETER DOWDING: I have; I said it was in March 1987. [ told the House that when I
stood up.
Mr Cash: Was there one before that?
Mr PETER DOWDING: No. March 1987. The question was: When was the contract
entered into?
Mr Lewis: Was there a prior contract?
Mr PETER DOWDING: I am advised it was entered into in March 1987.
Mr Lewis: Was there a prior contract?
Mr PETER DOWDING: That is the advice I have had from the head of the department.
Mr Lewis: Was there a prior contract?
The SPEAKER: Order! That sort of repetitious interjection is out of order.
Mr PETER DOWDING: I am just teiling members what my advice is. The second question
was: Why was it continued for such an extensive period of time? The answer to that is that it
was continued because that was the arrangement - it was for regular sweeping in Ministers'
offices and homes of the telephone systems which were installed in those places and it was
not to check for specific telephone hugging. It was to ensure that there were no transmitters
of the type referred to.
The next question was: Why was Parliament House reportedly checked by the Government
without the knowledge of either the Joint House Committee or the Opposition? I am not
aware of Parliament House being included in these treatments. I understand that my office in
Parliament House was checked.
Mr Macinnon: If your office was checked you should have obtained the permission of the
Joint House Committee.
Mr PETER DOWDING: I do not know if it was - I have no idea.
Mr Macinnon: It is not your job. Did they check other offices? Did they check my office?

Mr PETER DOWDING: I do not think so.
Mr Macinnon: You don't know. The ABC report said they checked all the offices in
Parliament House.
Mr PETER DOWDING: I have no knowledge of that, and I tell the Leader of the Opposition
that it was not pant of the contract, so if they did it, they did it free of charge.
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Mr Macinnon: You featured on the news report.

Mr PETER DOWDING: What a wimp! I hate reading polls, but the Leader of the
Opposition really is not up to it.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr Lightfoot interjected.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Does the member for Murchison-Eyre reckon he will get his shares
up, blaming auditors?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr PETER DOWDING: The next question was: How much has the agency been paid? I
have indicated I will not table the paper but the Leader of the Opposition is able to inform
himself of those facts and he can discuss the matter with the head of the department. The
next question was: What work has the agency carried out for the Government other than
checking telephone bugging? The agency carried out the work I described and I am not
aware of any other work being carried out. No other work was authorised under the contract.

In the future the Government will continue to use the practices it has used in the past; that is,
it receives advice on matters from the police, it uses Telecom in specific cases, and it reserves
the right to use contractors where appropriate. If the Leader of the Opposition wants to
discuss security issues he should do so with the Public Service and not try to make a silly
political issue out of it.

Government members: Hear, hear!

MR COURT (Nedlands - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.27 pm]: The members
opposite -

Several Government members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr COURT: I thought I was doing well, Mr Speaker.

The SPEAKER: I do not know, because I did not hear your first word. I certainly heard far
too many interjections before you had commenced your remarks. I call on members of the
Government at least to offer the member the courtesy of allowing him to develop some shred
of argument before they interject in the way they have just done.

Mr COURT: The members opposite can interject in the way they do because they are
interjecting as losers. We have just witnessed the Premier of this State being given the
opportunity to explain what has been taking place in relation to the phone tapping of
Government offices and offices in Parliament House, and he has not been able to satisfy this
Parliament as to what has taken place. I know we have to be cautious in what we say in this
debate, but what has come out is that the Governiment of this State, firstly under fonmer
Premier Burke and now under this Premier, has been carrying out a little surveillance
operation - what the Premier has called "comprehensive checks'.

Government members interjected.

Mr COURT: Members opposite laugh. They have been ridiculing us for the last five years.
as we have uncovered many of the dirty tricks and the unsavoury dealings these people have
been uip to.

Several Government members interjected.

Mr COURT: We have stood here and accepted the ridicule that members opposite have
thrown, but does it not hurt?

Several Government members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! That sort of interjection is as bad from the Government as it is from
the Opposition. While I am prepared to accept interjections, as always, I think they should be
helpful to the debate and offered in a way which does not force the member on his feet to
shout to be heard.

Mr COURT: The Government is good at dirty tricks. The last Government we saw fall,
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after getting involved in these sorts of dealings, was the Nixon Governiment in the Watergate
affair. The Premier has tried in a smooch way to sweep the matter under the carpet. He has
an election coming up and the last thing he wants is a telephone tapping scanda on his hands:
he acted very quickly to put the stopper on this exercise. The Liberal Party is concerned
because unfortunately its members have been on the receiving end of the misuse of
transcripts of telephone conversations. I am not saying anything that will prejudice the court
trial; we know that in this Parliament transcripts of telephone conversations have been taken
and used against members of the Liberal Party. That is of great concern. To find that a
private detective agency was involved in checking out the telephones in Parliament House
also concerns us because that means those people have been in our offices checking
telephones.
Mr Peter Dowding: Where is the evidence that they did that?

Mr COURT: It was reported -

Mir Peter Dowding: Where is the evidence that they did that?

Mr COURT: Is the Premier saying that those people did not?
Mr Peter Dowding: I am asking you, "Where is the evidence that they did?"

Mr COURT: It was reported in the media. Is it not interesting that the Premier, on one of the
most serious allegations made, is not prepared to say whether these people were involved in
checking out our telephones in Parliament House - just as he is not prepared to tell this
Parliament why the contract with the SGIC has not been stopped.
Mr Peter Dowding: Which contract?

Mr COURT: Is the Premier saying that the people we are talking about - and employed by
the Premier -

Mr Peter Dowding: Let me say that I have no idea and that you have not asked me.

Mr COURT: We have asked the Premier about five times, and he conveniently -

Mr Peter Dowding: I have no knowledge of that.
Mr COURT: I ask the Premnie r now.
Mr Peter Dowding: I do not know.

Mr COURT: The Premier sat reading the Daily News when the question was asked. Is the
SGIC using the same organisation for its surveillance work?
Mr Peter Dowding: I have no idea.
Mr COURT: If it does, would the Premier ask it to stop?
Mr Peter Dowding: I will ask it to consider the position, if that is so. But you have no
evidence.
Mir COURT: We have evidence; we will start talking about it now.

Mr Peter Dowding: Produce it! This is your last day of parliamentary privilege.
Mr COURT: The Premier is upset that we do deliver evidence. For the last five years in this
House we have been producing facts about all the dirty dealings in which the Government
has been involved. We have been responsible for uncovering a whole list of financial
incompetence and mismanagement of this State.

Mr Gordon Hill interjected.
Mr COURT: The Minister is the former Minister for Police and Emergency Services. This
Government has had four Ministers for Police and Emergency Services. Why did the
Government not call in the Police Force to carry out this work? What does the current
Minister for Police and Emergency Services have to say? Why has the Government's own
Police Force not been used in this case? The Government does not have confidence in the
Police Force; that is the problem, so it used a private detective agency in this case.

Since these allegations were aired in the media, I have been contacted by public servants who
have expressed tremendous concern about the activities of the Government: they have stated
that widespread concern exists among public servants because since the introduction of
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political appointments into the Public Service - jobs for the boys and girls - many public
servants have been put under suspicion. Those public servants are very concerned when they
read about the telephone tapping and surveillance in which the Government is involved.

Withdrawal of Remark

Mr Peter DOWDING: Where is the evidence that we have been involved? Mr Speaker, the
member has suggested that we have been involved in telephone interception. I object to that
reference and ask that the remark be withdrawn.

An Opposition member interjected.

Mr Peter DOWDING: I ask that that interjection be withdrawn as well, or the member
should produce the evidence.

Mr COURT: The Premier has misinterpreted what I said. He has made up what 1 said. If he
had listened closely -

The SPEAKER: I will listen closely to what he thinks you said and then I will rule on it.

Mr COURT: I said -

The SPEAKER: I am not interested in what you say you said.

Mr COURT: I have said that many public servants in this State have been put under
suspicion by the appointment of the Government's political advisers.
Mr Peter Dowding: No, you did not. You went on to say something else, boy wonder!

The SPEAKER: I will ask again. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition said something; I
think he accused the Government of something. It was not clear in my mind exactly what
was said. If the member cannot recall, I will rule automatically and say that he must
withdraw.

Mr MacKINNON: On a point of order, Mr Speaker.

The SPEAKER: I will handle the Leader of the Opposition's point of order after this one. A
member has taken exception to something which has been said. There have been a number of
occasions and a number of precedents which have been ruled on in this way. I ask the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition to withdraw.

I-r COURT: I withdraw.

Debate Resumed

Mr COURT: But there are plenty of -

Several members interjected.
Points of Order

hr PETER DOWDINGi: Mr Speaker, the member for Munray-Wellington interjected that the
assertion was true. I ask that that remark be withdrawn.

Mr MacKINNON: Point of order, Mr Speaker.

The SPEAKER: I have a point of order to rule on.

Mr MacKINNON: To the same point of order -

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr MacINNON: I find it astounding that a member has been asked to withdraw - and has
done so. The point I warnted to make prior t6 that, was that he was being asked to withdraw -

The SPEAKER: Order! My riding cannot be discussed. The member was asked to
withdraw remarks which I considered to be unparliamentary and which another member in
this House had asked be withdrawn. You know, and I know, that ample precedents exist for
that to occur. I am not inclined to ask the member for Munray-Wellington to withdraw; I am
n~ot convinced it was he who made the remaru. I caution members ,.gain and refer them to the
comments I made at the beginning of this debate. The situation is delicate. Members should
be careful about what they say in this place. I warn again that if something is said - and I am
not indicating that the last withdrawal falls into this category - that prejudices the trial, I will
not ask for withdrawals, I will name people.
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Debate Resumed
Mr COURT: Public servants in this State will be very relieved when the Government
changes because we will get back to decency in Government. The public of this State will
also be relieved when a conservative Government is able to restore integrity and
accountability to this Parliament. In the past month the Premier has done a complete
turnaround in connection with WA Inc. He has gone to great lengths to say that WA Inc is
dead, when two months ago he said that it was alive and well and making huge profits. The
Premier is trying to cover up a number of serious matters. WA Inc includes all sorts of
activities.
Government members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! Members will have ample opportunity throughout the day, if they
use the Standing Orders correctly, to debate whatever they want to debate. However, this is
not the proper time.
Mr COURT: The Premier continually tells us that he does not want to look back; that he
wants to look forward. He does not want to look back because he has left a mess behind him.
The Premnier today should have answered the questions about what is a very serious offence.
We had an image of a Government that is financially incompetent. Now we have an imnage of
a Government that has a dirty tricks department.
MR TAYLOR (Kaigoorlie - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [3.42 pmj: As
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, I feel it is incumbent upon me to answer many
of the paints raised in this debate, especially as they relate to the involvement of the police in
this matter. The Opposition has tried to allege that this Government lacks confidence in the
police and said that we should have used the police. Without wanting to go into detail about
this mailer because it is a matter of security, it is most important that I informt members about
the operations of the Police Force.
This Government and previous Governments have used the Police Force to ensure, in a quiet
and unobtrusive way, the security of senior people in Government, be they Ministers, Leaders
of the Opposition, or anyone else who, for one reason or another, may be considered to be a
security risk.
Mir Pearce: I once said on ABC radio that I thought the security at Parliament House was not
very goad and Sir Charles Court issued a statement which went around the State criticising
me for even mentioning a security matter in public.
Mr TAYLOR: That is right. That is why I do not intend to go into detail about this matter.
Mr Peter Dowding: I did not ask the Leader of the Opposition whether he broke into my
electoral office because it is not the sort of thing I would think of.
Mr TAYLOR: That is right.
The Police Force of Western Australia does an excellent job in these matters. I have no
hesitation in placing my faith and confidence in it. The police are more than capable of
looking after not only the Premier and Ministers, but also the Leader of the Opposition and
others who may require security.

I asked the Commuissioner of Police for a report on whether the law had been broken in this
case. He is confident that Commonwealth laws relating to the interception of telephone
conversations are adequate. With regard to listening devices in general, this Government
made a decision some time ago to set up a committee, chaired by officers of the Crown Law
Department, to consider the whole question of the Listening Devices Act 1978. We were
concerned that there were some inadequacies in the existing legislation and that the Act had
not kept up with technology. We also were concerned that the Police Force may be
inadequate in relation to the legislation. There were a number of other good reasons for
setting up that group. It will make a number of recommendations and I have no doubt that its
report will include a recommendation for strengthening listening device laws in Western
Australia.
I am concerned about the Leader of the Opposition's allegations of this Government's
politicisation of the Public Service. As a former public servant I am concerned that he should
suggest that public servants working for this Gov-;rnment are working in situations
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unbecoming to their roles of public servants. Everyone should be concerned that people paid
by the taxpayers of this State could be used in ways unbecoming to their roles as taxpayer
funded public servants of the State. Would the Leader of the Opposition agree with the view
that it is wrong to use people who are paid by the taxpayers of this Scare in any activity of the
sont that we are talcing about in this debate?
Mr MacKinnon: What was Kevin Edwards up to?

Mr TAYLOR: The high moral ground adopted by the Leader of the Opposition should force
him to be outraged by any allegation that this Government is using public servants in a way
unbecoming to them.

Mr Court: You can't say that with a straight face.

Mr TAYLOR: Can the Deputy Leader of the Opposition say with a straight face that he
would use public servants in that way? Is it becoming for public servants to be put in a
situation which is not proper or right?

The Leader of the Opposition has spoken in this place about high morals and principles and
what we should and should not do. He is about to find out about the sort of hypocrisy that he
preaches because fluttering into this Parliament today came a memo addressed to Mr B.i.
Macinnon, MLA, Leader of the Opposition, from David Parker, research officer. He is the
same David Parker who is more than happy to be confused with David Parker, the Deputy
Premier of Western Australia. The memo is about the ALP broad left meeting on Sunday 28
August and is dated 31 August. It was signed by David Parker. a public servant working
under the instructions of the Leader of the Opposition. It states that information received by
the office of the Leader of the Opposition revealed chat the faction would be holding a secret
meeting at the Labor Centre in Beaufort Street. Mr Parker apparently stationed himself in an
observatory position at the front of the meeting so as to watch people attending and any
known faces. This is like "Get Smart" which the Leader of the Opposition watches. The
memo stated that Sam Piantadosi's vehicle was at the meeting as well as a vehicle with the
registration 6WA-026, which he believed was Yvonne Henderson's car. They were the only
vehicles that he could recognise first off. He said that at the front of themeeting was a brown
bearded man who was directing everybody to the back entrance so that they would not be
approached by the waiting media. He said that he noticed that the media went around behind
the Labor Centre to Film people going through the back entrance but at that stage most had
already arrived inside the building. The memo continued that there would have been
approximately 30 to 40 vehicles present and it was obvious they were trying to keep the
meeting as discreet as possible. Mr Parker said that he left at approximately five o'clock and
by that stage most people had entered the building. It was marked, "For your information."
The Leader of the Opposition has used a public servant, paid by the taxpayers of this State, to
sneak around the Labor Centre in Beaufort Street and to report back to him about the
activities of people who belong to a legal political party. That is the same Leader of the
Opposition who has spoken today in this Parliament about what should and should not
happen in relation to these matters. He was under an instruction from the Leader of the
Opposition. Is the Leader of the Opposition going to deny that?
Mr Macinnon: Who made it up for you?

Mr TAYLOR: Does the Deputy Leader of the Opposition deny it is an accurate record of a
memo to him? Perhaps Mr Parker will say whether it is his signature.
Mr MacKinnon: Who made it up for you?
Mr TAYLOR: It is signed by Mr Parker for the information of the Leader of the Opposition.
The Leader of the Opposition has been sending his little man around snooping on the
activities of legitimate political parties and people involved in those parties. Worse than that,
this snooping and the snooper are funded by the taxpayers of Western Australia. If that is not
a disgrace to the office of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. I wonder what he would
think is. It is an absolute disgrace.
Mx Peter Dowding: What was he doing there?

Mr Macinnon: It was a public meeting and the media were there.
Mr TAYLOR: The Opposition, the Leader of die Opposition and the Deputy Leader of the
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Opposition stand in this place and preach to the Government about the way this State should
be run. Let the people of Western Australia recall in a month or two exactly what the
Opposition is prepared to get up to in order to find their smutty way to Government in this
State. It is a disgraceful act and it shows what a sham this Opposition is and what hypocrites
Opposition members are. They should pack their bags now and leave.
MR CASH (Mt Lawley) [3.51 pm]: What a weak excuse the Premier gave in his speech
which lasted about 20 minutes. We were told to wait and hear what the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services had to say because he would deal the final blow. I waited for 13
minutes during his speech and he said exactly nothing of any value. Quite clearly the
Government has been caught out again. It was caught out when a person in the
Government's employ was charged by the police for particular offences. When the
Opposition, quite rightly, asked the Premier what was the situation in respect of that contract
with the private investigator, how much money was paid and whose offices, houses or other
facilities this company had been to or been through, the Premier refused to answer. Why
would he refuse to answer if he did not have something to hide? In the last three or four
months this Government has been caught out time and again. The Premier calls on the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition to produce some evidence in respect of his claims. The last
time the Premier called on the Deputy Leader of the Opposition to present some evidence it
involved the $5 000 cheque which Kevin Edwards picked up from Teachers Credit Society
on behalf of the Labor Party -

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr CASH: I am making a point in respect of evidence. I take your point, Mr Speaker, and I
will move on. The cheque was tabled in this House - the evidence was produced.
I put it to the House that in the next two months a lot of evidence which is currently held by
people who I believe will be prepared to come forward when the matters presently before the
court have been dealt with will indicate that the Government is in this dirty tricks business
much deeper than anyone at present would want to believe. I have no doubt in my mind that
there has been a conspiracy, and that Governument members have been involved in the
conspiracy, to have the facilities, offices, or homes of certain people in this town bugged - not
necessarily all members of Parliament, but certainly, I believe that certain telephone bugging
and general surveillance work has been done on behalf of the Government or people close to
the Government and that evidence will be shown when this matter is fully aired in the courts
in the next two months.
Mr Thomas: Not a shred of evidence.
Mr CASH: The member for Welshpool says that there is not a shred of evidence, but he said
that last time when the Opposition claimed that Kevin Edwards picked up a cheque for
$5 000 on behalf of the Labor Parry. The Opposition produced the evidence which almost
resulted in one of the Labor Party's people being charged. The Labor Party later gave back
that money. It is no good the Government screaming that it wants evidence, because the
evidence is available and it will be brought out in the criminal cases to be heard in the next
two months.
I agree with the comments of the Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition that there are many public servants in the metropolitan area and across this State
who have had enough of this Government. They are now prepared not only to leak
information to the Opposition, but also to provide information to the Opposition in order that
they can get rid of this Government - a losing Government. We will see a change of
Government in February or March next year.
Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (2 1)
Mr laikie Mr Grayden Mr Stephens Mr Wiese
Mr Bradshaw Mr Hassell Mr Thompson Mr Wiliams
Mr cash Mr Light foot Mr Trenorden Mr Maslen (Teller)
Mr Court Mr Macinnon Mr Fred Tubby
Mr Cowan Mr Mensaros Mr Reg Tubby
Mr Crane Mr Schell Mr Want
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Dr Alexander
Mrs Beggs
Mr Bertram
MrfBurkett
Mr Canf
Mr Cunningham
Mr Donovan

Mr Peter Dowding
Mr Evans
Dr Gallop
MrarnU
Mr Gordon Hill
Mr Hodge
Dr Lawrence

Noes (26)
Mr Marlborough
Mr Parkcer
Mr Pearce
Mr Read
Mr Ripper
Mr Taylor
Mr Thomas

Mr Troy
Mts Watkins
Dr Watson
Mr Wilson
Mrs Buchaman (Teller)

Pairs

Ayes Noes
Mr House Mrs Henderson
Mr Clarko, Mr Bridge
Mr Greig Mr P.1. Smith
Mr Lewis Mr Tom Jones

Question thus negatived.

HORTICULTURAL PRODUCE COMMISSION BILL

Returned
Bill returned from the Council with amendments.

Council's Amendment: In Committee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Dr Alexander) in the Chair;
Agriculture) in charge of the Hill.

Mr Grill (Minister for

The amendments made by the Council were as follows -

No I
Clause 13, page 9, lines 20 to 30 -To delete subclause (1) and substitute the following
subclause -

For the purposes of facilitating the establishment or operation or both the
establishment and operation of the relevant growers' committee the
Commission may by notice served on a grower require the grower to furnish
in writing in the form of a form specified by the Commission within the time
specified by the Commission such prescribed statistical information as is
specified in the notice.

No 2
Clause 13, page 9, line 33 - To delete "an advertisement" and substitute the
following -

a notice
No 3
Clause 23, page 14, line 15 - To insert before the word 'proof' the words -

until evidence is given to the contrary
No 4

Clause 26. page 16, lines 12, 13 - To delete "As soon as is practicable after the
expiration of the period of 5 years following the coming into operation of this Act"
and substitute -

Within a period of 12 months commencing on the fifth anniversary of the day
on which this Act comes into operation

No 5
Schedule, page 18, line 26 - To delete "telex or telegram" and substitute -

or electronic means of communication
Mr GRILL: I move -
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That amendments Nos I and 2 made by the Council be agreed to-
The first of the amendments made by the Legislative Council relates to an undertaking I gave
to this Chamber with regard to clause 13. The original Bill prescribed that the information
involved could be sought and notice given to growers by advertisement in the Press. The
Opposition objected to that and felt it would not be fair notice. I indicated that I would
further consider the matter and, as a result, this amendment was moved and accepted in the
Legislative Council. The second amendment is a consequential amendment
Mr WIESE: I commend the Minister for accepting the amendments. [ spoke very strongly
on this matter during the debate and I believe the amendments will correct the problems
brought to the attent ion of the Chamber.

Question put and passed; Ihe Council's amendments agreed to.

Mr GRILL: [ move -

That amendment No 3 made by the Council be agreed to.

I do not know whether this amendment will make much difference to the legal effect, but it
certainly clarifies the legal intent. It is probably judicious that the proposed words be placed
prior to the words "proof', and the Government is happy to accept the amendment.

Mr BLATIKE: I thank the Minister for agreeing to the amendment; it is important that the
proposed words be inserted. A charge was brought against some people with regard to the
taking of abalone. My concern was that the evidence was circumstantial and the Fisheries
Department obtained a conviction, although in my mind there was an element of doubt that
proof of an infringement existed. The action was brought before the court which ruled as it
did because the conditions satisfied the law. I believe chat this and other legislation before
the Parliament should extend the onus of responsibility for proof, and this amendment will
achieve that.

Question put and passed: the Council's amendment agreed to.
Mr GRILL: I move -

That amendment No 4 made by the Council be agreed to.

It was thought in the Legislative Council that it would be more appropriate to have a review
of this legislation within a period of 12 months after the fifth anniversary of the proclamation
of the Bill. I have no objection to that amendment; the provision has been included in some
other agricultural Bills and the Government is prepared to accept it.
Mr BLAIKIE: Again, I believe it provides a better opportunity for an extended period of
review and revision, and it will allow people in the industry a longer period to assess how the
legislation is operating. I support the amendment moved by the Legislative Council because
it has merit. We acknowledge that the Government and the Minister have supported it. I
believe it will lead to better legislation.
Question put and passed; the Council's amendment agreed to.

Mr GRILL: [ move -

That amendment No 5 made by the Council be agreed to.

This amendment acknowledges that facsimnile transmissions -

Mr Blaikie: The buzz word of the day.

Mr GRILL: - are normal these days. Electronic communications change from time to time,
so it is better to use a generic term rather than specific terms which can become outdated.
Mr WIESE: I take on board the intention of the amendment. What worries me a little is that
we are talking about other electronic means of communication, and what is intended is the
use of a facsimile machinte or something similar, but a telephone is also an electronic means
of commnunication. I do niot believe that a message by telephone would be sufficient
acknowledgement that a motion or resolution has been assented to. Does the Minister agree
with my interpretation that this amendment would leave this clause open to the use of a
telephone as being sufficient acknowledgement of the assent to a resolution, or does he
believe it is sufficiently tight to exclude a telephone?
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Mr GRILL: The wards "electronic means of communication" have to be read in terms of the
preceding words, which say, "a resolution in writing signed or assented to." So it would need
to be in writing, in a form which could be transmitted by electronic means.
Mr WIESE. I do not believe that is correct. The resolution could be in writing, but the assent
could be given verbally over the telephone, because it says, "a resolution in writing signed or
assented to by letter or electronic means of communication', so that is the way it could and
would be read on occasions if we were to word it in this way.
Mr GRILL: The member may be right. I am nor sure, and I am not keen to argue about it.
We must realise that we are dealing only with a resolution of the commission, whose
members are well known to each other. It is not as though we are dealing with the public or a
group of growers. There may be some problems, but we could iron our the matter later.
Question put and pased; the Council's amendment agreed to.

Report

Resolutions reported, the report adopted, and a message accordingly returned to the Council.

EASTERN (;OLDFIELDS TRANSPORT BOARD AMENDMENT BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council with an amendment.
Council's Amendment: In Committee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Dr Alexander) in the Chair, Mr Pearce (Minister for
Transport) in charge of the Bill.
The amendment made by the Council was as follows -

Clause 7, page 4. line 7 - To delete the word "may" and substitute "shall".
Mr PEARCE: I move -

That the amendment made by the Council be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's amendment agreed to.

Report

Resolution reported, the report adopted, and a message accordingly returned to the Council.

CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT BILL
Returned

Bill returned from. the Council with an amendment.
Council's$ Amendment - In Committee

The Depury Chairman of Commnittees (Dr Gallop) in the Chair; Mr Hodge (Minister for
Conservation and Land Management) in charge of the Bill.
The amendment made by the Council was as follows -

Clause 6, page 3, lines 4 to 33 - To delete proposed new section 34A.
Mr HODGE: I move -

That the amendment made by the Council, be agreed to subject to the addition of the
fol-lowing -

and substitute the following -

Business undertakings
34A. (1) The powers conferred by section 34 include power for the
Executive Director, for or in connection with schemes for the establishment,
management, or utilization. of tree plantations

(a) to form, promote or establish, or participate in the formation,
promotion or establishment of, any business undertaking;
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(b) to subscribe for, invest in or otherwise acquire, and to dispose
of shares, units or ocher interests in, or debentures or other
securities of, a business undertaking;

(c) to enter into any partnership or arrangement for sharing of
profits;

(d) to acquire, hold and dispose of real and personal property;

(e) to manage, or participate in the management of, a business
undertaking:

(0) to exercise any power conferred on or available to the
Executive Director in connection with a business undertaking.
including power to appoint or hold office as a director or other
office-holder of a business undertaking;

(g) to enter into an agreement to do anything authorized by this
section; and

(h) to do anything incidental to the exercise of a power conferred
by this section.

(2) The approval of the Treasurer is required to the exercise of any power
referred to in subsection (1).

(3) In subsection (1) "business undertaking' means any person.
corporation, trust, joint venture, government agency or other entity engaging
or intending to engage in any scheme referred to in subsect ion (1),

Today the Premier announced Tree Trust, a program to establish more than 100 million trees
on cleared agricultural land in the south west of Western Australia over a 10 year period. I
believe this is one of the most exciting and innovative projects that I have been associated
with since I entered this Parliament. The proposal not only will give a massive boost to our
economy, but als-o will result in a major improvement in the environment of south western
Australia. I seek leave to table the document which outlines the Tree Trust proposal.

(See paper No 757.]
Mr HODGE: The amendments to the Conservation and Land Management Act which
involve the commnercial operations of the Department of Conservation and Land Management
and the commercial powers of its executive director are specifically designed to facilitate the
implementation of the Tree Trust project. It is important to emphasise, as I have throughout
the debate on these amendments, that they do not constitute an increase in the powers of
either the department or the executive director to undertake comm-ercial operations. Those
powers are enshrined in the Act in sections 33 and 34, but the Goverrnent received legal
advice from the Crown Law Department that it was desirable for these powers to be clarified.
Specifically, our legal advice was that in situations where the department was undertaking
commercial nperations on behalf of a public entity such as is proposed in the Tree Trusr.
investment confidence in the proposal would be reinforced if any possible technical legal
doubt about the commercial powers of the department was removed.

It is understandable in the current political environment that members of both this House and
the Legislative Council expressed concern about the use of these powers other than the
specific development of tree planting proposals. For example, the conservation movement
suggested that they could be used to promote development in national parks which would not
be in the best interests of the State. That claim is unfounded. As I have explained, the
existing Conservation and Land Management Act places severe restraints on any
development in national parks which is not compatible with the purpose for which national
parks are reserved; also, any activity other than necessary operations in any national park or
conservation reserve must be preceded by the preparation of a management plan which, in
itself, is subject to wide community input. Notwithstanding this, the Government has
responded to these concerns in the amendment which is now being considered by the
Committee. The amendment specifically restricts the exercise of the powers contained in
proposed section 34A of clause 6 to the establishment, management and utilisation of tree
plantations.
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Given the fact that the members of both the National Party and the Liberal Parry in both
Houses, and particularly the member for Albany, have expressed strong support for the
development of tree plantations in south western Australia, I believe that this new
amendment, which addresses the concerns that were expressed, will1 be acceptable to them. I
do not expect that any members would not support the involvement of the Department of
Conservation and Land Management in commercial aspects of forestry operations. If they
are concerned, I must say that concern is very belated. The Department of Conservation and
Land Management and its predecessor, the Forests Department, have for decades been
responsible for major commercial operations in the forestry sector; for example, the
department's commercial forestry operations currently have a gross turnover of more than
$150 million. The department also makes a very substantial contribution to the State's
revenue. Since its inception CALM has increased its revenue from its commercial operations
by 100 per cent, and this year it is anticipated that more than $50 million will be earned on
behalf of the taxpayers of Western Australia. I seek leave to table a second document which
provides more information on the success of CALM's commercial forestry activities.

[See paper No 758.1
Mr HODGE: I believe it is important to emphasise that the involvement of the department in
commercial afforestation programs has always had the strong support of the timber industry,
and both Bunnings Limited, the largest hardwood timber company in the State, and Wesfi Pty
Ltd, the largest softwood producer in the State, not only strongly support the Tree Trust
initiative but also have actively participated in its involvement. I rake this opportunity on
behalf of the Government and the Department of Conservation and Land Management to
publicly thank Mr Ian Kuba and Mir Denis Cullity for the work they have done in developing
the Tree Trust project. In addition to their intellectual support, these two companies have
written to the Premier indicating that they will contribute funds to provide the seed capital
necessary to initiate the Tree Trust.

In the previous debate on these amendments I undertook, in response to a suggestion by the
member for Albany, to determnine whether it was possible to separate the day to day
commercial activities of the department from commercial activities which could involve large
investments of Government funds. I had my staff discuss this proposal with the Crown Law
Department and it has advised me that it would be extremely difficult to achieve such a
separation. In any case, I believe that the new amendment which restricts the commercial
powers of the executive director to projects concermed with tree plantation establishment
should remove most of the concerns of the member for Albany. However, I would also like
to emphasise that the Tree Trust proposal will involve no expenditure of Government money;
in fact, what the Tree Trust proposal aims to do is to reduce the burden chat the taxpayers of
Western Australia have had to bear for decades. For example, the taxpayers of Western
Australia over a period of 40 years have contributed more than $70 million to establish tree
plantations in the south west. The Tree Trust proposal will transfer the responsibility for
financing tree plantation projects to the private sector. No Government funds are involved,
nor will be involved. CALM will undertake the establishment and management of the
plantations for a prescribed fee which includes provision for a profit for the Government.

It was also suggested by some members of the Opposition that the exercise of the commercial
powers of the department and the executive director should be subject to agreement by the
two Houses of Parliament. As I have said previously, this is clearly an unworkable
proposition. Our legal advice is that it is impossible to segregate small and large commercial
activities of the department. Consequently, if parliamentary approval were a prerequisite to
the undertaking of commercial activities, the Parliament would have to consider hundreds of
commercial contracts before they were approved. Apart from the fact that I have already
given an assurance to the House that the commercial powers that are required will not lead to
expenditure of Government funds, I also point out that the operations of the Department of
Conservation and Land Management are subject to the Financial Administration and Audit
Act and that te Parliament has the opportunity to rigorously examine departmental
commercial activities when its annual report is tabled and when the Appropriation Bill is
debated.
Finally, I hope that the modification of clause 6 which clearly quarantines the use of the
commercial powers set out in that clause to tree planting projects, together with the
assurances that I have given that the Tree Trust concept will not involve Government
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expenditure or Government liability, will meet all the concerns expressed by members
opposite. There is no question that the institution in which we sit, despite all its obvious
deficiencies, is the ultimate protector of the public good. Unfortunately, one of the
consequences of the rigorous and often acrimonious exchanges in this House, which are an
essential component of the democratic process, is that the community we represent becomes
disenchanted. Occasionally, however, the opportunity arises for the Parliament to abandon
ideology and work together to demonstrate to the community that despite our differences we
all work for Western Australia.

I believe that the Tree Trust initiative provides such an opportunity. I urge members to
accept the amendment which will allow rte Tree Trust launched today by the Prem-ier to
proceed.
Mr WATT: I thank the Minister for the removal of the words at our request, and for the
comprehensive explanation. Our concerns have been justified by the remarks and
concessions made by the Minister; that is, in its original form proposed section 34B was
tantamount to the establishment of a branch office of WA Inc in the Department of
Conservation and Land Management, so broad were the powers contained within it. We are
pleased that the amending clause confines the proposed activities of CALM to a more
specific area.

I was very interested in the comments made by the Minister about the launch of the Tree
Trust today. Until an hour ago, when by chance I was chatting with the executive director
and his staff outside, I knew nothing about the trust I was given a copy of the Tree Trust
glossy but I have not had a chance to read it. The Government has displayed its arrogance by
launching this important Government initiative without any show of courtesy to the local
members who represent the area. A function was held in the electorate without any advice or
invitation being issued to the members. I accept that the Government regards the shadow
Minister as a person of no significance because the shadow Ministry has no formal substance;
it is a system which we adopt. But there is no excuse for the Government's ignoring the local
members when putting on such an important function.

The Minister was correct about my support and the Liberal Party's support for the plantation
of trees and the establishment of private plantation forests, particularly for the longer term
aimn of relieving pressure on the forest for the provision of pulp wood timber for woodchip.
We all support that. Given that support, the concept is one which ought to break through all
party political barriers. I do not know why these functions are regarded as private shows,
because they involve the assistance of private enterprise and a couple of prominent timber
companies- I wonder whether those companies were aware of the discourtesy being shown to
people who ought to have been invited and who have considerable interest in the matter.

The launching of the Tree Trust raises the question of whether the trust is capable of being
established under new section 34B - which was included in the original Bill, and provides for
timber share farming agreements - or whether this provision will be made under proposed
section 34A. The upper House decided to delete proposed new section 34A because it was
satisfied that the existing section 34 of the Act contains sufficient power for the executive
director to do all necessary things. Section 34 of the Act states that subject to this Act and the
Public Service Act 1978 the executive director has power to do all things that are necessary
or convenient to be done for or in connection with the performance of the functions of the
department. That is all embracing. The Minister should tell us precisely what is missing
from that section and what is contained in the amendment under debate so that we can adopt
a final position. The Minister alluded to shortcomings; if Crown Law advice suggests
shortcomings we have not been told. Parliament ought to know. We do not oppose the
amendment; we need to be convinced that it is necessary for all the conditional wording to be
in the Act. Succinct definition of the powers of the executive director are contained in the
Act at the moment.

Has the Government preempted Parliament by launching the Tree Trust under this proposed
section, or has this been done under section 34B which relates to timber share farming
agreements? Why do we need proposed section 34A? 'The Conservation Council has
registered concern about this section of the Bill largely regarding the establishment of
commercial activities within the conservation estate - national parks and forestry areas. I am
inclined to think that the council would be satisfied that the restriction on definition as
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contained in the amendment would satisfy its queries. On that basis, at least one concern or
objection to this section is put to one side.

The Minister referred to the Forests Department having been involved in commercial
operations and plantations for decades; of course, that is right. That is pan of the question we
have put about the legality of the operation. Does that suggest that CALM has found flaws in
the Act which prevent it doing things legally;, if so, what are those flaws?

I accept the Minister's remarks about difficulties faced with a provision that both Houses of
Parliament be required to approve all actions of the executive director had the clause
remained in the Bill. Certainly, the amendment is considerably better than the proposed
clause by its limiting nature. I would like to hear the Minister's remarks on the points raised
before we adopt our final position on the amendment.

Mr COWAN: These amendments are designed to more clearly define the operations of the
chief executive officer in his activities. This pant of the Bill now deals only with tree
plantations or the utilisation or management of those tree plantations. By way of explanation,
on several occasions my colleagues in another place asked for greater clarification of the
authority and responsibilities of the chief executive officer, and unfortunately that
clarification was never made. I am very pleased that the Minister went to the trouble today of
explaining precisely that. The Minister is recommending to the House that we send a
message to the other place containing this amendment which clearly places a limitation on the
areas that the chief executive officer will exercise control, and the authority conferred on him
through this provision.

Other areas of this legislation have caused concern to some people. An example is the case
of the management of State forests about which quest ions were asked such as whether Crown
land and pants of the State. forest will be annexed, sold or otherwise disposed of. Regardless
of whether the answer to that question is yes or no, any Government that did such a thing or
allowed that to happen would be in serious trouble.

Mr Hodge: State forests cannot be sold without the approval of both Houses of Parliament.

Mr COWAN: Yes, but that was one of the fears that was expressed in another place.

The point that needs to be made is that the amendment is restrictive, and I must confess that I
am pleased to see that. The amendment clearly outlines exactly where the powers in this
provision will be utilised. If that message can be conveyed to the other place with the
explanation given by the Minister, I am quite sure that it will be supported by a majority of
members of that House. This will implement these provisions which [ understand are very
necessary to carry out the things that the Department of Conservation and Land Management
has been carrying out for quite some time. It surprises me that this part of the Bill has been
more contentious than the marine parks part of the Bill. It surprises me that I have to raise
that, and in that regard I think the Minister has got off scot free.

Mr lodge: No I did not.

Mr BLAIKIE: I am not quite as charitable as the other speakers on this side of the House.
Maybe it is because I have seen too much of the Minister operating at first hand and have
seen some of the commitments that the Minister has made to the Parliament and what he has
done in spite of what he has told the Parliament; he has behaved quite differently outside the
House.

I do not support what the Minister is proposing to do, and he will have to give me some valid
reasons for the need for these extensive powers. It needs to be clearly understood that we are
talking about an amendment to the Conservation and Land Management Act, and we are not
talking about an amendment to the National Parks Act or an amendment to the Forests Act.
Previously, both of these pieces of legislation - they were amended in 1983 - contained very
positive powers that both the Director of National Parks and the Conservator of forests had
in relation to the protection of State resources. It is now history and part of the record that the
Burke Government, and continued by this Government, emasculated both of the departments
and took away the Director of National Parks and the Conservator of Forests and the power
they had, and the authorities were combined under the one Executive Director of the
Department of Conservation and Land Management. This executive director is responsible to
the Minister. Therefore, the Minister is ultimately the person who detenmines what will
happen in the State forests and the State national parks. He will decide when, why
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and what will happen. and who will be advantaged and who will be disadvantaged.
On this last day's sitting of Parliament in 1988 what has to be understood is that the
Government is in sole control, without any reference to the Parliament, of what will happen
to the State forests and national parks. This legislation was put before the Parliament by the
Government and it was amended in the Legislative Council, which clipped the wings of the
Government and the Minister, but the Minister has came back for a further bite at the cherry.
To indicate why I am concerned about this, I state part of my track record in relation to this
area. It is only a short two years ago that within my electorate the Government through the
South West Development Authority and through the Executive Director of CALM proposed
an airstrip in a State forest which was controlled by the Shire of Augusta and Margaret River.
Now, the Minister has said that nothing can be done in State forests unless the Parliament has
approved of the plan. I want to put on the record what occurred at that time when I raised an
objection to the matter. Although I perceived a need for Parliament to approve where the
airstrip should be located, the executive director informed me of what the Government would
do. The Government approved the airstrip for fire fighting purposes, which it could do, and it
built the airstrip and leased it out to the shire as soon as the deed was done; once it was a fait
accompli. That was contrary to the spirit of Parliament. It is not within the ambit of the
Government to do that. That is part of the track record and it concerns me.
While Parliament ought to have certain protections, the provisions of the Conservation and
Land Management Amendment Bill mean all the protections that the Conservator of Forests
had are to go out the window, because only the Conservator of Forests could draw up a plan
for the State forests which then had to be agreed upon by the Cabinet of the day, and once the
plans were established they could not be changed by the Government. Therefore, they were
not subjected to political interference. That is not what we have in place in Western Australia
now. What exists now is the total politicisation of the State national parks which is reflected
through the whims of the Government. The Government has imposed its whims on a number
of occasions, and we have not seen the last of it.

I will give the Minister a couple of examples of things that are going on that I and other
people in the community abject to. With the passage of this legislation we could see
wholesale development with the Government flogging off bits and pieces of our national
parks. Well, the Minister may smirk if he wishes to, but there is a complete management
plan which indicates the opportunity exists to sell off pant of the Leeuwin-Naturaliste ridge.
People in that area are very concerned about what is happening, and these people have
written to members of all political parties. They wrote to the Liberal Party. I know they
wrote to members of the National Party because they have replied to them, and they wrote to
members of the Labor Parry, who also replied to the letters. If the Minister or any
Government member wants me to, I will give a list uf the members who were written to and
what their replies were.

it is true and the Minister knows that the suhixri~ has been raised in the: Caucus room. The
matter has definitely been discussed wil'~ Worse than that, the Mtinister in c-harge of the
legislation has received letters from vou! who are concerned that the G~ove±rnment has a
management plan involving the sale, leasinrg and exchange of part of national park land in the
Leeuiwin-Naruraliste ridge and he has not replied to that correspondence, although some
members of his party have replieA- to correspondence they have received about this matter.
Members of the National Party and the Liberal Party have received similar letters and they
have replied to them, but this Minister has not made one comment. That is indicative of his
track record. One concerned person wrote to the Minister and asked whether a departmient
under his control had a management plan to lease, sell or exchange part of national park land
adjacent to his property. The Minister did not respond to his letter. Sections 50 to 58 of the
Conservation and Land Management Act indicate that where a management plan is under
consideration all local authorities and the people in the area involved should be brought into
the general discussions. The Minister knows very well that tomorrow and on Saturday a
management group will visit Busselton and Margaret River to discuss the proposals in
relation to the sale, leasing and exchange of part of national park land in the Leeuwin-
Naturaliste ridge. The private landowners whose properties are adjacent to the land involved
will not be party to those discussions.

Mr Thomas: What did you do about the Leeuwin-Naturaliste ridge when you were in
Government?
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Mr BLAIKJE: I did plenty. My track record is available for all to see. More importantly,
with regard to the Lecuwin-Naturaliste ridge I was, and still am, very concerned about the
rights of the private landowners. If there were ever a need for private landowners to be given
some consideration they should be given it now.

Mr Ashley Jones owns Lot 2, part of Sussex Location 122, and he is very concerned because
his property is bounded by the national park Location 602 on its northern and western
boundaries. When the CALM legislation was originally introduced into this Parliament I
indicated that if there were to be any changes to the management of national parks it would
be incumbent on the Government or the management authority to discuss the proposals with
adjacent landowners because they would be affected. That has not happened on this occasion
and the Minister and his department are damned for not giving the landowners that
consideration. The reason this Government has not had discussions with the private
landowners is that it is a secret Government and I assure it that on this occasion it has been
caught out because people are concerned about the land rights which they should have, but
which under this Government are virtually nil.

I advise the Leader of the House that the time of the Chamber would not be taken up if the
Minister were prepared to give the answers. I have yet another example: I have already
indicated, on a previous occasion, that I attended a field day on 13 October and I spoke to a
departmental officer. I asked questions of the Minister and the Premier relative to the
discussion I had with that officer. I again spoke with the officer last Thursday at another field
day and he told me that he had been questioned by the Minister about our discussion of 13
October. He said that he had spoken to about 100 people and I hope that the Minister does
not commence a witchhunt on John Bartle because he is a good officer. He said nothing that
was wrong. The only thing that is wrong is that when I asked the Minister whether the
Government was considering the establishment of a tree corporation, he said no. The Premier
gave me the same answer. I raised the matter in the Budget debate and said that a very senior
officer to whom I spoke at a field day did a very good job in explaining to me the process
towards which the Government was working. I do not know whether it was hocus pocus, but
it sounded reasonable to me. I asked the Minister whether the Goverrnent was going to
establish a tree corporation and the Minister replied that the Goverrnent was niot considering
such a proposal'and he asked me from where I got that idea. Members should think about
what has occurred today: The Minister announced a tree program. The dogs have been
barking about it since last October and the Minister has been saying that it is not on and the
Premier has said the same thing. How can Western Australians trust a Minister who is
untruthful in his answers?

I have a series of other examples I want to raise in this debate which clearly show that the
Minister has again faded the Parliament because of his failure to answer reasonable
questions. The Government should consider whether he is a proper person to continue in this
Parliament. I have spoken about private owners and national parks.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Dr Gallop): Order! The member's time has expired and he
will resume his scat.

Mr BLAIKIE: May I have an opportunity to speak later?

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, if another member speaks. The previous speaker was
given some leniency in dealing with the amendment moved by the Minister. In future I do
not intend to be as lenient. The members should address the amendment before the
Commitrtee and not deal with matters of Government policy.

Mr CASH: I support the comments of the member for Vasse and hope he will expand a little
further on the argument he has been developing.

Mr BLAIKIE: The Minister's amendment is seeking to amend section 34A of the parent Act.
All members should understand precisely what is meant by section 34. The reason for the
inclusion of section 34 in the Act was to indicate the powers of the executive director. For
the benefit of those members who were not in the Chamber when the original legislation was
debated the Opposition was concerned about the extensive powers that the executive director
would have under the legislation. It was proposed that he would come under the direct
influence of the Minister and that the management of national parks and forests would be a
reflection of the policy of the Government of the day.
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Time and again the debate came back to section 34, which simply said there was a limitation
on the executive director. Premier Burke handled the legislation at the time and said that the
Opposition was worrying about nothing and that his Government would not get involved with
flogging off national parks or State forests. He said his Government would niot get involved
in business enterprises. That was about the same time as the same Premier said that the
Western Australian Development Corporation would not become involved in business!
Members should consider the fiasco we have had with that.
Same two or three years ago a Press report had the WADC looking at the State's assets for
sale. Part of the State's assets that the WADC considered selling off were the State's
plantations. I invite the Minister or any member on the Government's side to indicate
whether that was true or false. We hear no word in reply because it is patently true.

Mr Thomas: We don't want to encourage you.

Mr BLAIKIE: The member for Welshpool may not want to encourage me, but he also does
not want his name bandied around the south west as being one of the champions of this
legislation which will give the Government the opportunity to flog off State forests and pants
of national parks.

We all know that the WADC was established with a view to finding its funding through a
better utilisation of the State's resources. The former Minister for Lands went through a
mauling last year when he intended to sell off the land used by Bernies hamburger bar. The
land was to be flogged off so that the WADC could get its hands on it and sell it off at a fairly
significant book profit. The State forests were no different. The names being bandied round
the traps some two or three years ago with respect to the pine program were Cullity and
Horgan. The Government was looking at getting the WADC involved in the State's pine
plantations. I do not know whether all or only some of them were involved. The
Government does not tell us anything inside the Parliament, let alone outside it, and what it
tells us inside and outside the Parliament cannot be believed anyhow. But where there is
smoke there is fire and the Governuent intended to capitalise on the State's resources by
flogging them off.

Section 34 allows the executive director to do all things that are necessary or convenient to be
done for, or in connection with, the performnance of the functions of the department. That has
been in place since 1984 and has apparently stood the test of time for some five years without
any serious deficiencies. At the eleventh hour the Government rushes into the Parliament and
wants the legislation passed. It goes to the Legislative Council. The Legislative Council
takes out the provision the Minister is now talking about. The Minister now comes back into
the Parliament today and for the first time he has come clean in part. H-e has told us he wants
us to establish a tree trust and that this amendment is needed to enable him to do so. I do not
buy it. I do not believe it is necessary at all. I ask the Minister to table the advice he has
from the Crown Law Department that substantiates the reason he wants this provision and
why the executive director cannot operate under section 34 as it is.

[ make a final commnent in regard to the deception to which the State and the Parliament have
been subjected. The Government has performed poorly in its administration of the
Department of Conservation and Land Management. In 1.982 the Government made a
decision to change a series of factors within the State forests, including creating the Lane-
Poole reserve in the northern jarrab forest area and the Shannon River reserve in the south of
the State. In creating both those areas, the Labor Party guaranteed the timber industry that
there would be no diminution of cut and forest management. The Government has kept its
word with respect to the first part only. The Government has created substantial forest
reserves and areas that have now become national parks and it has substantially concentrated
the cutting of State forests within limited areas. The remaining areas of State forests are
being overcut by the Government.

Mr Thomas: Do you oppose the creation of new national parks?

Mr BLALKIE: I oppose the damage the Government is doing to the State's forests by
overcutting. It is overcutting in stream, fire and road reserves because that is where it is
getting its additional timber.

Mr Thomas: Answer the question: Do you oppose the creation of new national parks?

Mr BLAIKIE: I oppose the destruction of the State's forests. Foresters are concerned
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because they know that at the end of the day there will need to be a substantial reduction in
the overall cut that is to come out of the State forests. Competent forest managers are also
concerned about the level of overcut that has been created. The Government has got away
with it for five or six years, but with forest management a decision made today can be felt
some 30 or 40 years down the track. In 30 years' tithe the State will see the full result of the
Government's incompetence. The Minister has presided over a policy chat has seen the
overcurting of the State's remaining forest reserve areas. That is absolutely deplorable.

The DEPUTY CI-A.LRMAN (Dr Gallop): Order! The member's time has expired.

Ms HODGE: The member for Albany raised some points which I already covered in my
fairly detailed explanatory comuments when I moved the amendment. The legal advice that
the Government -

Ms Wan:; I did not get a copy of that, otherwise I might have had a chance to refer to it.

Ms HODGE: I am sorry about that. I should have given the member a copy.

Mr Watt: Yes.

Mr HODGE: The legal advice was that we needed a specific definition of the powers to
remove any doubt about the executive director's powers to enter into business dealings and
sharefarming agreements. As an interim measure i, in fact, have been signing all the
sharefarming agreements because the Crown Law Department's advice was that that was the
more appropriate way while the executive director's powers were under some question. The
powers of the executive director are already very wide in the Act and we believe, in fact, that
the Tree Trust could probably proceed without these amendments: but Crown Law advice
was that it was better in such an important. large, new project. and to instil confidence in the
public, that this project proceed in a satisfactory way - it was better, in fact, to amend the
legislation to put beyond doubt the powers of the executive director.

The member for Albany made the point in the original debate that the powers were too wide,
etc. I still believe that they were not too wide because they all related back to the functions of
the department, which are laid down quite clearly in the Conservation and Land Management
Act. Members will recall that at the time, as the member for Albany had raised it, in my
normal conciliatory way I offered to review the matter. I did that. As a result of that review
this amendment is before the House today. f believe it addresses all the major points raised
by the member for Albany and I do not think there is anything further for me to comment on.

The long speech of the member for Vasse really had nothing whatever to do with the Bil
before the House and I do not propose to waste the time of the House on it. I appreciated and
took careful note of the comments of the Leader of the National Party. I believe that his party
now finds these amendments satisfactory.

Mr Want: Would the Minister for Conservation and Land Management care to comment on
the matter I raised about the discourtesy he and his department showed in not inviting local
members to the launching of the Tree Trust at Collie?

Ms HODGE: I will investigate that matter. I did not attend and had very little to do with
organising that happening, which was largely organised between the department and the
Premier. In fact, the Premier launched the Tree Trust, not me. As I understand it, the
function was more in the nature of a Press conference than some sont of traditional
Government function. I do not believe that the Opposition is normally invited to ministerial
Press conferences, as we are not normally invited to Opposition Press conferences.

Mr Wart: I accept that. Once again, I did not know what sort of function it was.

Mr HODGE: My understanding is that the executive director was there;, it was more in the
nature of a Press conference than any other sort of function. As I said previously, I was not
present, but do not think there was any sont of traditional guest list produced, so there was no
discourtesy or. slight intended to the Opposition and the, document that the member for
Albany has been given! by the executive director is hot off the press. It was only made public
a few hours ago, so the member for Albany has received a copy within hours of its release.
There was no intentional slight intended-

Mr WATT: In light of the explanation given by the Minister, the Opposition is prepared to
support the amendment.
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Question put and passed; the Council's amendment agreed to, subject to the Assembly's
further amendment.

Report

Resolution reported, the report adopted, and a message accordingly returned to the Council.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGY
WORKING PARTY'S REPORT

Report

On motion by Dr Watson, resolved -

That the report be received.

BILLS (16) - RETURNED

L. Potato Growing Industry Trust Fund Amendment Bill

2. Acts Amendment (Events on Roads) Bill

3. Coal Mine Workers (Pensions) Amendment Bill

4. Mineral Sands (Allied Eneabba) Agreement Amendment Bill

5. Wesply (Dardanup) Agreement Authorization Bill

6. National Crime Authority (State Provisions) Amendment Bill

7. Ant Gallery Amendment Bill

8. Electoral Amendment Bill (No 2)

9. Road Traffic Amendment Bill (No 2)

10. Shipping and Pilotage Amendment Bill

IL. Children's Court of Western Australia Bill (No 2)
12. Reserves and Land Revesimerit Bill

13. Mineral Sands (Cooljarloo) Mining and Processing Agreement Bill

14. Appropriation (Consolidated Revenue Fund) Bill

15. Appropriation (General Loan and Capital Works Fund) Bill

16. Loan Bill

Bills returned from the Council without amendment.

ACTS AMENDMENT (RACING INDUSTRY) BILL

Council's Message

Message from the Council received and read notifying that it did not insist on its amendment
to which the Assembly had disagreed.

BILLS (3) - COUNCIL'S MESSAGES
Messages from the Council received and read notifying that it had agreed to the amendments
made by the Assembly to the following Bills -

1. Community Corrections Centres eml
2. Acts Amendment (Community Corrections Centres) Bill

3. Criminal Law Amendment Bill.

BILLS (J40i - ASSENT
Messages from the Governor received and read notifying assent to the following Bills -

1 . Pay-roll Tax Amendment Bill

2. Pay-roll Tax Assessment Amendment Bill
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3. Pay-roll Tax Assessment Amendment Bill (No 2)
4. Road Traffic Amendment Bill (No 3)

5. Parole Orders (Transfer) Amendment Bill

6. Offenders Probation and Parole Amendment eml
7. Child Support (Adoption) Bill

8. Workers' Compensation and Assistance Amendment eml
9. Commuunity Corrections Centres Bill

10. Acts Amendment (Community Corrections Centres) Bill

11. Crimes (Confiscation of Profits) Bill

12. Local G3overnment Amendment Bill (No 2)

13. Equal Opportunity Amendment B ill

14. Family Court Amendment Bill

15. Electricity Amendment Bill

16. Veterinary Surgeons Amendment Bill

17. Acts Amendment (Stock Diseases) Bill

18. Medical Amendment Bill

19. Soil and Land Conservation Amendment Bil

20. Companies and Securities Legislation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill
21. Residential Tenancies Amendment Bill

22. Potato Growing Industry Trust Fund Amendment ]Bill

23. Official Corruption Commission Bill

24. Education Amendment Bill

25. Spent Convictions Bill

26. Acts Amendment (Spent Convictions) Bill

27. Road Traffic Amendment Bill (No 2)

28. Electoral Amendment eml (No 2)

29. Arti Gallery Amendment Bill

30. National Crime Authority (State Provisions) Amendment Bill

31. Mineral Sands (Allied Eneabba) Agreement Amendment Bill

32. Wesply (Dardanup) Agreement Authorization Amendment Binl

33. Acts Amendment (Events on Roads) Bill

34. Liquor Licensing B ill

35. Shipping and Pilotage Amendment Bill

36. Reserves and Land Revestment Bill

37, Mineral Sands (Cooljarloo) Mining and Processing Agreement Bill

38. Coal Mine Workers (Pensions) Amendment Bill

39. Children's Court of Western Australia Bill (No 2)

40. Crimdial Law Amendment Bill

[Questions taken.]

CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT BILL
Council's Message

Message from the Council received and read notifying that it had agreed to the fuirther
amendment made by the Assembly.
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PARLIAMENT - PARLIAMENT HOUSE
Employees - Thanks

MR PETER DOWDIN(; (Maylands - Premier) 15.57 pm): It is now an appropriate time to
say a few words to the House on the basis that the Parliament is about to rise.

Mr Hassell: Aren't we going to deal with private member's business?
Mr PETER DOWDING: Grow up, little boy! The mnember for Cottesloc cannot allow even
a valedictory to occur without a bit of a smear.
The first people I thank for their efforts on behalf of the community of Western Australia are
my colleagues. I have been involved in parliamnentary politics for a relatively short period,
that is, since 1.980. E have never worked with a more cooperative, good spirited group of
people. They have given me every ounce of support that a leader could possibly ask for.
That applies to everybody in our party from the backbench to the frontbench. Indeed, it
applies to members who are retiring and members who are new. I say publicly that no leader
could ask for more solidarity, support arid personal commitment than that which I have been
given by my colleagues. On the basis of that solidarity, commitment, intelligence and ability,
I believe that the people of Western Australia will see that they are the people who should be
in Government for another four years.

The staff in my ministerial office and those members of other Ministers' staffs and members
of the parliamentary services branch have given their normal untiring support to the processes
of the House and on many occasions given beyond the call of duty. I give public thanks to
them. We on both sides of the house value the service given to the community by the Clerks,
the parliamentary staff and Hansard. It is important, often unsung work. I say a particular
thank you to those in the Chamber and ask them to convey my sincere thanks to those who
are not here. I also give particular thanks to members of the Western Australian Police Force
who give us support throughout the long parliamentary sittings and who are vigilant,
supportive and ever courteous.
We appreciate that it is difficult for the Press to sit through these endless debates, as it is
occasionally for us, but we thank its members for ensuring that we have a democratic
institution that is freely reported.

Her Majesty's Opposition performs an important function. There are times when I regret the
lack of quality of their commitment to the job. Nevertheless, I say in all good spirit that
although harsh things are said in the theatre of Parliament, many of us have good personal
relationships with those on 'the other side of the House. I am sure that my colleagues
universally join with me in wishing Opposition members a very merry Christmas, a happy
new year and one we all hope will ensure that they continue assisting the public in their
current role. I do not say that in a smart way; I mean that genuinely - I do not want the
Opposition to win the next election.

To the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the National Party, I give sincere and
warm festive greetings and we hope that all of your members enjoy good health during
succeeding years.

I say, in particular, a farewell and thank you to Bruce Okely who only this morning was
charmingly entertaining some 650 citizens of Collie and me. Thank you very much, Bruce,
for your service to this Parliament. I say this on behalf, I am sure, of everyone in this
Chamber and past members. I hope that we have an opportunity to thank you again, but that
may not be possible, in which case please accept these remarks as thanks for your service.
There are some members retiring. I say, first, to retiring members of the Government that we
hope they have a very successful retirement and a particularly healthy one. We look forward
to continued contact with them. To Ron Bertram, elected for Mt Hawthorn in 1968,
appointed Attorney General and Minister for Railways in the Tonkin Government, whose
constituency was abolished in the 1981 redistribution,, and who was elected as member for
Balcatta on 19 February 1983; Ron, a very warm farewell to you.

To Dave Evans. who I do not think is with us today, I record the following remarks. I am
sure Dave is well regarded, as Ron is, on all sides of the political fence. He was elected
member for Warren on 23 March 1968. He was an excellent MinLister and was appointed
Minister for Lands, Agriculture, Immigration and Forests on 12 October 1971. He was
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further appointed Minister for Lands, Agriculture and Forests on 7 February 1973.
To Tom Jones, a longstanding member and hard working supporter of the people of Collie;
elected on 23 March 1968: Tom. all of my colleagues, I am sure on all sides of the House,
would want to record their best wishes to you.

The member for Stirling, Mart Stephens, was elected on 20 February 1971. He was
appointed Chief Secretary, Minister for Conservation and the Environment, Fisheries and
Fauna on 8 April 1974 and Chief Secretary. Minister for Conservation and Environment, and
Fisheries and Wildlife on 20 December 1974. Mart, we wish you a long and happy
retirement. May you enjoy a very well earned rest from interminable parliam'entary
processes.

To the member for Moore, Bert Crane. elected on 30 March 1974, we trust that, more than
health and happiness, safety is an integral part of your future life, and that the hours you have
spent practising your knots are well rewarded in the coming months. Earn sure that his sea
shanty ability will be a comfort to himr on many cold and windy evenings. We miust that he
has a safe, happy and enjoyable retirement.

To Tony Williams, elected as member for Clontarf on 19 February 1977, and who was
Opposition whip from February 1983, we extend our very best wishes and trust that dry
cleaning does not occupy too much of his time in the future and that he is able to enjoy some
of the fruits of retirement from the Parliament.

To the member for Mt Lawley, elected on 17 November 1984, who has been shadow
Minister for Transport, Police and Emergency Services and Fisheries, we trust that he enjoys
his retirement for as long as it may be. It may well be until 21 May 1988, or not, as the case
may be, but be has made an important contribution in this House on behalf of the Opposition.

To the member for Murchison-Eyre, who has been with us for such a short time, who was
elected on 8 February 1986 and will not return, we trust that he has an enjoyable post
parliamentary expenience.

To the member for Greenough. whose details escape me for the moment, I trust that he has a
happy retirement and enjoys his post parliamentary life.
I thank, finally, a group of people nor often referred to in this House: the stewards, waiters,
post office staff, library staff, gardeners and relephonists in this Parliament who all play a
very important part in its smooth running. Of course. I mentioned earlier those essential
people, the Hansard staff, and to Neil Burrell, and all of his staff, who have given unfailing
courtesy and assistance. I record our Thanks.

In conclusion, Mr Speaker, your clerks have been of great assistance to us, and I would like
to thank you, in particular, for the service you have given this House as Speaker. We all
recognise that the pain of endlessly sitting in the Chair must at times be intense, as I am sure
the member for Kalamunda will agree, but we certainly thank you for your efforts to uphold
the dignity and principles of this place.

MR NMacKINN()N (Murdoch - [Leader of the Opposition) [6.07 pm]: I welcome this
opportunity to make a few comments as The Parliament retires leading up to the next election.
I begin my remarks by commenting on the members retiring of whom there are eight that we
know of at present. Obviously, there will probably be a few others and from our point of
view, and without wanting to be less than charitable at Christmas time, we hope that some of
those are from the benches opposite.

The eight retirees have made an important contribution to the Parliament. The sumn total of
their contribution is well over 100 years of service, not just to this Parliament but also to the
people of their constituencies. I thank each of them for that.

For our part I wish the member for Moore, Bert Crane, well. He has made a significan
contribution to this Parliament as he has been a member of the Country Party, of the National
and Country Party, and then the Liberal Party. While at tunes people might nor have
appreciated Bent's abilities or characteristics, one thing that he has always stood for is the
people of Moore and he has done that religiously and tirelessly. He can retire secure 'in the
knowledge that he has represented those people very well indeed.

The member for Greenough. Reg Tubby, was the member I sat next to when I first came to
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this Parliament. I could not have had a better mentor in those firs: three years. In his own
quiet way Reg Tubby has made a significant contribution to the Parliament and, more
particularly, to the people of Greenough and surrounding regions of Geraidton. To Reg, and
of course to his wife, we wish all the very best for the future and thank him for his
contribution, as well.
Tony Williams, the member for Clontarf, and 1, entered Parliament at the same time in 1977.
Every time I go home across the freeway as I get under the Canning Bridge I veer markedly
to the left because Tony Williams lives just up there and if I am in the right band lane 1 fear
for my safety as I drive down the freeway. Tony has in his own way made a contribution to
our side of the Parliament during his lime as Opposition Whip, and also in the party room,
which will be remembered for some time. I thank him for his support and loyalty. The
shortest serving member on this side is Ross Lightfoot, who during his three years has made
an impact on this Parliament that will long be remembered. [ do not know many people who
have made such an impact in such a short time, and there have not been many people on this
side of the Parliament who have been able to take up the fight so effectively against the
Government of the day. I assure him that his contribution wil be mrissed, and we wish him
and his family well for the future. We know it will be prosperous; we hope it will be happy.
The member for Stirling, Man Stephens, was first elected in 1971. 1 said when he stood
down as the Deputy Leader of the National Party that he has made a contribution to this
Parliament that will long be remembered. I have always admired his defence, pursuit.
encouragement and support of the Westminster system, and I hope that next year we will
have the opportunity of restoring some of the principles that he has long fought for and
supported, for the benefit of the people of Western Australia. We have in the past been
contestants because we have had our disagreements, but he has been a colleague whom we
have all respected, and we wish him well for the future.
We see the passing of an era in the Labor Party with the retirement from Parliament of Ron
Bertram, Dave Evans and Tom Jones. Those members were elected in 1968, and could be
termed members of the "Old Brigade", because much of the tradition of Labor in that era
rested with those members. They have made a significant contribution to the Parliament,
which is recognised by the Opposition and, I am sure, by the people they represent, and I
wish them the best for the future.
I join with the Premier in thanking the staff of Parliament House: The clerks of this House,
the attendants, the gardeners, the police officers, and all the others who contribute to the
running of the Parliament. It is a happy place in which to work, and they contribute to the
maniner in which we are able to carry out our work. I thank Brunce Okely, and wish him well
in his retirement. I have known no other Clerk since I have been here, and he has carried out
his job in a very professional way and in a way that we have always respected. We thank
him for his enormous contribution to the Parliament, which I do not believe has been
equalled for a long time. I extend to the media our best wishes for Christmas. The media,
like politicians, come in for a fair amount of criticism - a lot of it from us at times - but we
would like to thank them for their contribution to the process of the Parliament.
Mr Speaker, [ thank you for your work during your time as Speaker. We have not always
agreed with your rulings, as you well know, but yours would be the job that [ least aspire to
in this Parliament. I have never wanted to be the Speaker. It is the most difficult job in this
place.
I thank also my personal staff. It is not easy to be the Leader of the Opposition, but it is
probably even more difficult for the staff than for anyone else because of the pressure of the
work and the scarce resources. They have worked well, above and beyond the call of duty. I
thank in particular Liz Bonsor, my personal secretary, Graham Green, my Press secretary,
and all the other people who provide support.
Finally, ( thank my colleagues on both sides of the House in both Houses of Parliament. The
Legislative Council members of the Opposition, under the leadership of Hon Gordon
Masters, have made a significant contribution to our efforts this year, as have my colleagues
in this House. The true test of their abilities will be judged by the people of Western
Australia in the not too distant future, and I believe their judgment will be favourable. I
convey to the members of the Labor Party and the National Party my best wishes for
Christmas and the new year. We look forward with anticipation to the forthcoming election,
and even more so to the result.
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MR COWAN (Merredini Leader of the National Party) [6.14 pm]. It is very difficult.
when one is the second last speaker on a matter such as this, to say something new.

Mr Court: You could sing it.

Mr COWAN: Unlike the member for Moore, I do not have a goad singing voice, so I will
not do that. I would like to say the same things in my own words and to reflect a little on the
position of the National Party over the last three years. As members would recall, we came
into the 1986 election as art unrecognised political organisation, with a number of members
who could be counted on the fingers of one hand. As a consequence of that election, we
doubled our numbers, and we were given political party status. The National Party has in
many respects established a position which is now easily recognisable, not only in this
Parliament but throughout Western Australia. We have built up a competent staff, and I
would like to convey to them my appreciation for the services they have provided to my party
and to my colleagues.

There have been retirements among my members, There have been two in the other place.
Hon Mick Gayfer and Hon Tom McNeil. Those members have been long serving and have
contributed significantly to the moulding of this organisation. No-one in the National Party
has contributed more significantly to the philosophical ideals and the role the party has
played than has the former Deputy Leader of the party, the member for Stirling. Mant
Stephens, who is retiring from this House at the end of this term. I am privileged to have
served with Mart, and am even more privileged to have counted upon him as a personal
friend. One of the unfortunate facts of life is that being a person who was born with a
telephone in one hand, I am absolutely convinced that his retirement from the Parliament will
not signal his retirement from politics. I would welcome any advice that he would be
prepared to offer.

On behalf of the National Party, I convey my best wishes to every member in this House, and
particularly to the retiring members on the Government side. There is no doubt that the
Leader of the Opposition is correct. The three members of whom the others have spoken are
representative of the old school, and there is no question that it is indeed the passing of ant
era. I also express my best wishes to the retiring members on this side of the House. some of
whom have served for a longer period of time than have 1, others for an equivalent period,
and others for much less. The member for Mt Lawley's retirement will be very brief indeed,
but nevertheless he is retring from this Parliament. I convey to him the best wishes of the
National Party.

I convey my personal thanks and the thanks of members of my party to the staff who
complement the management of this Parliament. They include Bruce Okely, who is retiring,
Lionel, Peter, and all the members of staff who have served further back behind the Chamber.
If there has been work to be done, it has been done in a very obliging way, and I appreciate
that. My thanks go also to the Hansard staff, to the Press, and to the catering staff.

I would like to thank you, Mr Speaker, for the way in which you have performed your duties.
You have'had a very difficult task. There is no doubt that this has been one of the most
difficult anid trying sessions I have experienced in the Parliament and on those occasions
when your light touch and humour has relieved the situation it has made this place just a little
more tolerable and I compliment you on the manner in which you have undertaken your
duties.
I conclude by wishing everybody a very merry Christmas and a prosperous new year, It is
that time of year when we can forget about politics for a very brief rime and once again go
back to our wives and families who are largely ignored in situations like this. Why they
tolerate it, [ do not know; but they do and they are to be commended for that. However, now
is the time when we can place politics on the back burner and go back to our families. Let us
hope we all enjoy that. I wish everybody a very merry Christmas and a very prosperous
1989.

THE SPEAKER (Mr Barnett): I wish to add very briefly to the remarks which have been
made by other members. [ wil not take up the time of the House unnecessarily, and would
like collectively to wish those members on both sides of the House who are retiring a very
happy and peaceful retirement. I hope their retirements bring them everything they have
hoped they will.
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I feel it incumbent on me, on behalf of the members of this House, to thank those staff
members throughout Parliament who have done such an excellent job for us over the last
three years. There are an enormous number and I would love to name each one, but I will
not; I will merely talk about the departments. Vince Pacecca heads the Joint House
Commnittee, and controls the gardeners, the stewards who provide our meals, the cleaning
staff, the attendants, the Past Office staff, the police and various others. I think I voice the
sentiments of everybody here in saying to those people that over the past few years enormous
improvements have been seen and experienced by the members and we are all very grateful
to Vince and his staff for that.

I thank Ros Membrey, the Parliamentary Librarian, and the library staff who work in
extremely difficult conditions for library staff. There probably is not another library in the
whole of the State which is so inadequately provided with facilities. To Ros and her team,
who do an excellent job for all of us, I say thank you.

[ thank Neil Burrel and all the Hansard staff, who work under extreme pressure. We all
know the sort of pressure under which we are able to put the Hansard reporters in this place.
Certainly when we do apply pressure, that it is transferred throughout the whole. of that
department. Neil and his department have made enormous savings over the last 12 to 18
months and that is reflected throughout the whole of the Parliament. I compliment them for
the job they have done and the savings they have made for all of us.

Last, but certainly not least, I thank Bruce Okely and the team in the Legislative Assembly
who serve us so well. They have a task equally difficult as that of the Hansard staff, and
from my experience in going to some of the other Parliaments in the recent past no team in
any other Australian Parliament is better than that which we have here. I compliment them
for the excellent task they do, the very efficient way in which they do it, and also the happy
way in which they do it. Often when debates axe pretty angry in here the only people walking
around with smiles on their faces trying to calm things down are the staff, and that is often
done in very difficult circumstances. I compliment them for the excellent way they do that.

Finally, I thank Bruce Okely himself. Without doubt he is the most valuable person in the
whole of this Parliament. He is a quiet and unassuming person. His wealth of knowledge of
Parliament is, in my view, unparalleled throughout the whole of Australia. Must members
are not aware that he is frequently called on by people throughout Australia - other members
of Parliament and staff of other Parliaments - to give advice; he is obviously respected
Australia-wide. His advice to me throughout the last three years has been invaluable.
Although I have not always taken it, on each occasion that he has given it I have wished that I
had taken it, because his advice in every instance is correct, it is proper, it is unbiased and,
more importantly, in a very difficult set of circumstances it is instantaneous. That is
extremely important in his position.

Bmuce has given 40 years of service to this Parliament, a large amount of it in the Legislative
Assembly. It is often said that when somebody leaves, somebody else fills that place. I know
that will happen this time, but - and [ do not mean this in any way other than in praise of
Bruce - whoever fills Bruce's place will find it extremely difficult. I do not think Bruce is
replaceable. He is unique and [ want to thank him for the years of service he has given to this
Parliament and in particular for the advice, assistance and encouragement that he has given to
me .
Members: Hear, hear!

[Applause.]

The SPEAKER: You would all know that under this new regime retiring members of
Parliament have received retirement certificates. What you are now looking at is a retirement
certificate for Bruce Okely. I do not think we should regard this lightly. Origintally I
anticipated that the certificates should be available only for members of Parliamtent, although
certainly there will be exceptions as the years go by. There can be no more important
exception than Bruce Okely, and I will read out the certificate and ask him to come up and
receive it. The certificate states -

Bruce Lefroy Okely

In grateful appreciation of the service to the Parliament of Western Australia 1950
-1990 and in particular as Clerk to the Legislative Assembly.

A6600-4
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(Applause.)

The SPEAKER: I have one or two other certificates which I would like to give out to those
members who are still here. but before I do I would like to put Bruce on the spot and ask him
whether, as the Clerk and having been in the position of not being able to say things on so
many occasions when I am sure he would have liked to. he wishes to take this opportunity of
doing that.

MR OKELY: Thank you very much indeed. Mr Speaker. I am deeply conscious of the
honour you have extended to me in offering me ibis privilege and I shall endeavour not to
abuse the privilege. I believe it is something like 50 years since a Clerk addressed the House
in these circumstances, so you will realise how much I value the opportunity.
I thank you. Nr Speaker, with the utmost sincerity, and the Premier, the Leader of the
Opposition, the Leader of the National Party and the several members who have spoken, both
in this House and outside to me regarding my retirement. It is true that I plan to commence
pre-retirement leave during the early pant of next year and as such will not expect to be
serving again as Clerk in this House.

It has been my privilege and pleasure to serve this House for many years. 1 have done- my
utmost to prosper its welfare and I have thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity. It has been ani
institution which I have valued. I do vilue its history and its role in the community. I regard
my duties as a privilege, and part of those duties have included offering advice. I am aware
that perhaps not on every occasion, as Mr Speaker has ber;i so 'bouthifTul as to mention. has
my advice been taken and I feel that is perfectly reas.onable and proper: but I have always felt
that, even so, there has been no personal enmity whatsoever when members or Presiding
Officers have felt that my advice was not suitable. I amn strangely happy, perhaps, to say chat
I stand here knowing that in my years I have been accused by members on both sides of
givig wrong advice. That is something which perhaps only a.Clerk could appreciate.

In thaniking you, Mr Speaker, and all members, for the kind thoughts expressed to me, in turn
I say a word of appreciation to the Deputy Clerk. Mr Farrell, and the Clerk Assistant. Mz
McHugh, arid to the very diligent members of the Assembly staff who have assisted me
through the years. I thank my good friends in the Council, Hanisard. the Parliamentary
Library. and the Joint House Department: it has been my great pleasure to be part of that
team. I would like to have said something useful and thoughtful about the welfare of the
institution: perhaps I will do that in another way on another occasion.

I will close with a quote from Walter Bagehot, a 19th century expert on the British
constitutional system. He is reported as having said -

The habit atf common and continuous speech is a symptom of mental deficiency.

Foi fear of 'offending int that direction, I shall continue no longer. I thank you. Mr Speaker.
and ihe members of this House for the signal honour shown to me. and resume my seat, albeit
brkcfly, as Clerk of the House.

M.NR PEARCE (Armadale - Leader of the House) (6.32 pm]: Mr Speaker, I have indicated
to the members who are retiring that. with your concurrence, we wil be prepared to make a
few moments available for them to say a few words.

MIR CRANE (Moore) [6.33 pm]: As one person who has not spoken in this place nearly as
often as many other members, I will take only a moment - I am due in Moora at half past
eight. I am disappointed that one or two matters which I had hoped to pursue in this House
are still on the Notice Paper. I will pursue those matters, but not in the Parliament. I assure
members that the ghost of Bert Crane wil haunt the corridors of this place for another
12 months until those matters are proceeded with and won.

Mr Bradshaw: With or without the ukelele.
NU CRAN4E: Yes, with or without the ukelele. I have always respected the institution of
Parliament. and I hope that my behaviour in this place has been reasonably impeccable. I
have felt disappointed at times when I have seen the abuses which have occurred in this
Parliament. It is only fair to say, as was mentioned today, that parliamentary privilege is
S'2flv t n ifl which most of us do not take lightly. I have used parliamentary privilege on only
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a few occasions. I did so recently to exonerate members of the Department for Community
Services, who were under a cloud, by naming the offenders. [ apologise to this House if
members feel that I should not have done so, but I wished, to exonerate those wonderful
people who were deemed guilty by association.

Members are aware that I am concerned with the question of law and order. However, my
main concern is the fact that I leave this place knowing that I have not completed some
things. I stil have strength within me. My message to the conservative parties is that while
they believe in the free enterprise philosophy and the law of supply and demand, they should
take cognisance of the fact that both the medical and legal professions do not abide by that
law. The situation is usually fixed so that there is a shortage of those professionals, with the
result chat people often pay legal fees of between $2 000 and $5 000 a day in court. The
average person cannot afford such a judicial system. That is an important question which
needs to be addressed.
I chant all the officers of this House, starting with the Clerks, Mr Okely, Mr Farrell and
Mr McHugh. They have afforded me the greatest courtesy and they have been my father
confessors, as it were. I have gone to these officers when I have felt that I needed guidance -
which they have offered in a polite, dignified and professional way. [ thank all the staff of
Parliament House, the gardeners, the people in the dining rooms, and all officers associated
with the running of this Parliament. I thank the Hansard staff whom I used to keep up late at
night in the early days when we sometimes used to have a party after Parliament rose at
2.00 am or 3.00 am. Those days have gone.
I thank the members of the Press. Perhaps I have been a crusty old so-and-so once or twice
with them. To them I say, and they usually cake notice of my remarks, "Please don't neglect
the turth just for the sake of the story." It is a shame when that happens.
Having served my electorate for 15 years, I am now moving away from this place. I have
been privileged to serve the people of my electorate, and I trust that I have served them well.
I am joining the ranks of the unemployed; I suppose I will be a "has been". However, as
Rudyard Kipling said, -

I would rather be a "has been" than a "m-ight have been" by far
For a "might have been" has never been
But a "'has' was once an "are".

At least we have been here; we have done it. If we are "has beens", at least we once made a
contribution in this place.
I thank my family who have been the greatest strength anyone could have. My wife,
Noeletta, has stood very firmly by me through all1 the years and suffered being alone for 15
years. I thank my sons, Norman and Ronald, and my daughter, June; they have been very
close and helpful to me and it is fitting that I thank them in a proper way because they are the
dearest people I know.
I will, leave you all behind when I leave Australia in about 12 months' time to realis my
lifelong ambition to sail my own yacht around the world. Perhaps I have left my ambition for
longer than I should have; it was my intention to leave this place three years ago but
circumstances did not allow that to happen. I trust that God will give me good health for the
remainder of my life but more importantly the courage to face the unknown, which awaits me
outside this place, and the ability to conquer any adversity. I know the sea is a very
demanding mistress; one cannot compromidse her. If one does not conquer her one will be
vanquished. [ go to sea with my eyes open; should anything befall me, please do not bother
to look; I am not a little boy and I realise the dangers and hazards and would not wish to
bring those upon other people. I thank everyone for the friendship and cooperation I have
received in this Parliament.

During the last couple of months I wrote a song. I will not sing the song, so do not worry; I
have sung my last song in Parliament. The song which I have written is about the end of my
working life. It is very sad when we consider the things that we have done, and the people
we have known. We remember them at a time like this because I am not just leaving
Parliament, I am leaving work. I have worked all my life, since about five years of age.
When I say five years of age I mean just that; as a young boy on a farm in those days, I had
my work to do. I have very many sad memories. I have to say goodbye now so, if I may, I
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will read the concluding verse of my song because it reflects precisely how I feel. It says -

Now the melancholy rises,
And it's timie for us to part.
May my joyful memories conquer
In a full and bursting heart.
May the contribution shared with you
Be part of my own song.
It's often hard to say goodbye,
So let's just say "So long".

MR REG TUBBY (Greenough) [6.40 pm]: I would like to make a few brief comments in
thanking the members of the staff of Parliament House. They have an unenviable job at
times with the pressures put on them. The courteous way in which they have always carried
out their duties, on occasions in very trying times, absolutely amazes me. They have always
been courteous and helpful no matter where they are in Parliament. I will not start naming
individuals or groups as I appreciate the great assistance shown to me over the years that I
have been in this Parliament by all Parliament House staff.

I also thank my Liberal Party colleagues. They have been a wonderful team to work with,
and I have certainly been proud to be part of that team during the time I have served in this
House. I especially thank the Leader of the Opposition for his best wishes for the future.
Looking back, it is strange how things happen. I remember that when our Leader was sitting
alongside me as a very new recruit in this Parliament he sought my advice on quite a number
of occasions. I am proud to think that perhaps that advice helped him achieve the position he
has today. Likewise the Deputy Leader of the Opposition; he was alongside me, to be
coached and assisted, and look where he finished up! Of course, I do not wish himn to
hurriedly push out the leader we now have. I am very proud of the fact that both of those
men have decided that my son should sit alongside me to learn what goes on in Parliament. I
hope his destiny heads that way too in the future.

My only regret about Parliament is the age at which I came here. It is probably good to make
a contnibution based on one's experience, but it is rather late in life to do so at 53, as I did,
when most members are leaving the House at that age today. Certainly if I had my life again
I would come in much earlier. It amazes me how younger members of Parliament, especially
those with country electorates, have the support of their families. I greatly appreciate the
support that I have had from my family, particularly my wife Marj. All of our family had left
home before I came to Parliament, and she has spent many occasions at home on her own, yet
she has never grizzled. I certainly appreciate the wonderful support that she has given me.

I thank the Premier for the best wishes he expressed on behalf of the Government, although
belatedly, and he nearly forgot me as a retiring member. I would like to thank, too, the
Ministers of the Cabinet for the assistance they have given me. I am very proud of the fact
that I have had a great deal of success with most of the requests I have made to each Minister,
and I can only thank them for the very courteous way in which they have given me that
assistance. When we first came to Opposition, knowing what tigers some of the Government
Ministers were when they were in Opposition, [ wondered what they would be like to deal
with as Ministers. Generally speaking, I can say that they have received any requests that I
have made in a very courteous way, and I greatly appreciate that.

[ wish all of those who are going out the very best wishes for the future. My colleague, the
member for Moore, and I know that we will not be back, but there are some in this
Parliament who think they will be coming back when, obviously, they will not. That is one
of the ups and downs of politics. I wish everybody all the best for the future.
It has certainly been a pleasure to serve a term in this great institution of Parliament - an
institution which I greatly respect. I only hope that during the time that I have been in this
Parliament I have set an example, as closely as possible, of following the tradition of
Parliament and behaving as I believe a member for Parliament should behave, showing
respect for this great institution. To all, the compliments of the season and, once again, thank
you, one and all, for the friendship that has been extended to me over the years, particularly
from my Liberal Party colleagues. I have certainly appreciated the years that I have spent in
this wonderful institution.
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MR WILLIAMS (Clontarf) (6.46 pmJ. Firstly, [ would like to thank the Premier, the
Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the National Party for their kind wishes to us
retiring members, [ thank the Liberal Party for endorsing me as a member, and the people of
my electorate for having enough confidence in me to elect mue since 1977. This is an
opportunity afforded to only very few people, and I have always been humbled because of it.
I am proud that I can say when I leave here that I have been a member of this august body. I
have enjoyed it. There have been many times when I have remembered when I first came
into this place. I was looking at a photograph the other day in which there were 39 members
of the Liberal Party and today, as I look around, 21 of those are no longer with us. That was
12 years ago.

It is said that the average time in office for a member of Parliament is six years. I have
doubled that time span and I appreciate that. I can remember in the old days when we used to
go hell bent in this Chamber, attacking each other across the floor, but the moment we left the
Chamber we were all good mates. I remember the late Ken Mclver - a beautiful fellow -
John Har-tan, and John Bateman; I can remember on our side Mick Nanovich, Ray Young,
and Des O'Neil; and how we would go into the 19th hole between the two Houses and
achieve in 20) minutes what the fellows on the front benches now argue about all day and
night. We did not need a Premier, a Leader of the Opposition or a Speaker, because we fixed
things up pretty well. Many a good time was spent at the 19th hole, and [ have very pleasant
memories of it.

Tonight Barry MacKinnon brought up what, to me, has been one of my goals in this House
and that is to achieve some commonsense on the road. I daresay with unlimited time tonight
I could spent a couple of hours telling this House what I think about that matter. I will simply
say, as I reminded my colleagues the other day, that it is still Liberal Party policy to pursue
the keep to the left rule. I appreciate the fact that Cordon Hilll, who did not always see eye to
eye with me - and vice versa - when we were Whips together at least had some success in
trying to break the barrier. He brought in the 90 km/h limit on the freeway, and the keep to
the left rule. The only trouble with that, as Mick (iayfer reminded me this morning, is that
the Minister is not getting any backup from the police as they are not pursuing the ruling, I
say as part of my final farewell, for goodness sake, whoever is the next Govemnment, bring in
the keep to the left of the road ruling on all roads to stop accidents and stop the frustration,
because 95 per cent of the population want it.

I say to the people of my electorate that one of the most important factors of being a member
of Parliament is to enjoy your constituents and I believe that over the years [ have done that
and I have enjoyed every minute of my time as a member of Parliament. I have not spoken
chat often in the House, but I think that when I have spoken I have gained some attention.
When I was sitting on the Government benches, and when I sat in the Whip's position on the
Opposition benches, we used to go for lunches on Thursdays and when the lunch was over
and I could feel a speech coming on, my colleagues would clear the aisles near where I was
sitting because I would walk up and down pounding the table while speaking. These are the
things that I will remember and I will miss when I am not here.

I would like to thank the institution because when I am no longer a member of Parliament I
will be able to come back into this place to run into and talk to members. I will be able to
say, "I am a past member,"~ I will be able to use the dining room and the bar - but as I do not
drink that will not matter very much. That is one of the beauties of life; that we can come
back here and see how the young fellows are performing. I thank the clerks and the staff for
their courteous help throughout my 12 years. I also thank my secretary, Bent Connell, who I
understand is the second longest serving electoral secretary outside the House. She has been
a stalwart for me and she has bossed me around in no uncertain manner, but maybe I needed
it; I am going to miss her and she will retire when I do. I thank the members of my family for
their support. I thank my colleagues for their support and I have made a lot of friends on
both sides of the House over the years. I will remember them all and hope that we can get
together and that our associations and friendships will continue. I wish all members the best
for the future - some members will win and some members wilt lose - and whatever the
future may hold I hope it is a good future. Thank you for having me here. Merry Christmas
to all.
[Applause].
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M R LJ(;HTFOOT (Murchison-Eyre) [6.54 pm): I will be brief tonight because, on a pie
rata basis for the amount of years [ have been here, perhaps I should only speak for a few
seconds. I will be brief because I have my wife and children here tonight and their surrogate
grandparents, Mr and Mrs Colin Burnell. who want to go to the dining room and this will be
the last opportunity as a member of this place that I will have to take them there.

Mr Speaker, I thank you far the time that you have shown me guidance and forbearance and
for the latitude with which you have allowed me to speak in this House. I thank the Leader
of the Opposition for his leadership. I thank Bibl Hassehl for the times he has given me such
good, solid advice. I thank all of my colleagues who I have enjoyed sharing these three short
years with; [ have affection for you all. [ thank the members of the Governent for the
lessons that they have taught me in respect of interjections and the lessons about not giving
in. I thank every member of this House very personally - if you can take that as a personal
thank you. I thank the staff as obviously this place would not function without them.

In closing I say that it has been a privilege to be here, but to say that I am retiring is
fraudulent because [ intend to go on pursuing the career I have kept on the back burner over
the years. It has been a pleasure for me to come from a very modest background and to have
served in this House. I am not as eloquent or emotive as my friend, the member for Moore.
but I am no less sincere when I say that it has been a pleasure. I hope that God continues to
bless this institution and A the people of Western Australia. Without exception, I wish all a
merry Christmas and a happy new year,

The SPEAKER: Before [ call on the member for Stirling. a large number of members who
are retiring have received their gift and I think it is an appropriate time for Mr Phillip Ross
Lightfoot to receive his.

[Applause).

MR STEPHENS (Stirling) [6.57 pml: On the first occasion that I stood in this House to
make a speech I was exceedingly nervous as I am sure all members will recall their maiden
speech and what that situation brings on. Although L. made a conscious decision to retire, I
am fairly sad because I am leaving an institution for which [ have a great respect. In my 18
years as a member I have had a few trials and tribulations, but I have enjoyed the challenges
and the occasional victory and had to put up with all the defeats.

My speech will be brief because I made most of my remarks during the Budget debate, but I
wish to make - and perhaps being brief I will acquire some new friends - a few comm-ents.
On the night that the Leader of the National Party indicated that I had given notice of my
intention to retire from the position of Deputy Leader three speeches were made, and [ would
like to take this opportunity to say how touched I was by the comments made by the Leader
of the House, the Leader of the Opposition and by my own leader in announcing that
decision. I have taken a copy of the Hansard of those remarks and I will treasure them
greatly. I repeat that I was deeply touched by those remarks and I feel perhaps that my
ambition has been achieved in as much as [ came to this place to do the job of representing
my electorate. I have often said to my leader that I did nor come here to make friends and he
acknowledged in his remarks that perhaps I have not made the most friends, but if that is true,
perhaps I have done the job that I came here to do; that is, to serve my electorate.
I have had one or two successes and I am proud of the progress made in relation to electoral
reform, and particularly proportional representation for the upper House. If I had stayed here
longer, I would have liked to pursue one or two other matters of reform. I have mentioned
one of those issues before, and that is the abuse of parliamentary privilege. I feel that being
in Parliament on behalf of our constituents is a privilege and parliamentary privilege should
be used sparingly in pursuing our job. To be fair, if members use parliamentary privilege to
attack the citizens outside this Chamber, this Parliament should give the aggrieved party a
chance to come before the bar of the Parliament to state his case which would afford him
parliamentary privilege. That would level the situation and I hope that the Parliament will
give consideration to allowing that to come to pass. With those few comments, bearing in
mind that most of what I wanted to say was said in the Budget debate, [ take the opportunity
of thanking all. members for the times that I have had here and to wish each and everyone a
very joyous Christmas, and may the new year bring the realisation of the plans that they have.

(Applause.]
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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE: SPECIAL
On motion by Mr Pearce (Leader of the House). resolved -

That the House at its rising adjourn until a date and rime to be fixed by Mr Speaker.
House adjourned at 7.00 pm



QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

COMMUNITY SERVICES - ALTERNATIVES TO MOTHERCRAFT NURSE
TRAINING

Report - Current Status

1892. Mr MacKfr4NON to the Minister representing the Minister for Community Services:

(1) What is the current status of the report on "Alternatives to Mothercraft Nurse
Training"?

(2) What decisions, if any, have been made by the Government as a consequence
of that report?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

(1) The report has been considered and the decision made that an additional
course at the conclusion of the TAFE Association Diploma in Social Science
(Child Care) will be available to students interested in obtaining mothercraft
registration.

(2) Refer to (1).
HEALTH - "DEEP SLEEP" TREATMENT

Rapid Neuroleptization - Hospitals. Patients Treated

1929. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is he aware of the extent of the use of "deep sleep" treatment and rapid
neuroleptization in Western Australia and, if so, in which hospitals are or were
they used?

(2) Can he please detail how many patients have been treated with either method
in the past 10 years?

(3) How many deaths have occurred in Western Australia related to or from the
effects of -

(a) "deep sleep" treatment;

(b) rapid neuroleptization;

(c) psychiatric tranquillisers; and

(d) shock treatment

in each of the past three years?

(4) What are the statistics for the use of shock treatment in Western Australian
psychiatric institutions in the last three years?

(5) Given the Chelmisford Hospital experience where electroshock treatment was
given indiscriminately without patients' consent and resulting in massive brain
damage, what has the Health Department done to safeguard against
involuntary or enforced shock treatment?

(6) What information is given to patients in hospitals on the damaging effects of
shock treatment?

(7) What is the Western Australian Health Department's policy regarding drug
levels and their administration in psychiatric treatment?

(8) What actions are required to be taken by psychiatrists in public and private
hospitals to monitor drug doses and major tranquilliser levels?

(9) What controls and regulations does the Health Department have in operation
for private psychiatric hospitals and the treatments given in them?

(10) Is the Minister aware of one Perth resident who -

(a) can no longer practise her profession of teaching; and

(b) has suffered loss of custody of her children and grievous physical and
mental trauma
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after treatment by Dr Harry Bailey and other "deep sleep" psychiatrists?

(11) In the light of overwhelming evidence from NSW and other States, including
the Royal Commission into the former Chelmsford Hospital, does the Minister
intend to ban the practice of "deep sleep" and rapid neuroleptization in
Western Australia?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) Neither of these treatments is being used in any hospital in Western Australia.

(2) There is no knowledge of any patients having been treated with either method
in the past 10 years.

(3) (a) Nil;

(b) nil;

(c) not known; and

(d) nil.

(4) For figures for the use of shock treatment in Western Australia for the last
financial year 1987-88 see question 795 from Mr Hassell, Thursday, 23 June
1988. Figures for the previous two years are not readily available.

(5) Electroconvulsive therapy is not given indiscriminately in Western Australia.
Involuntary shock treatment is given only in cases of severe biological
depression where other forms of treatment have proved unsuccessful. The
next of kin is consulted in such cases. Consideration is being given to
introducing a review by an 'independent" or "authorised' psychiatrist in
legislation which is under review.

(6) The only fully researched effects that can occur with ECT are -

temporary short term memory impairment;

death from anaesthetic;

physical complications if the patient has cardiac failure or raised
intracranial pressure.

The first two potential complications are discussed with the patient and next of
kin where applicable. The latter is avoided by thorough medical examination
and investigations prior to starting treatment. A qualified anaesthetist always
administers the anaesthetic, which lasts for four to five minutes.

(7) Departmental policy is the same with regard to administration of all drugs in
psychiatric treatment and is the same as that expounded by the Royal College
of Psychiatrists -

drugs are to be used only when clinically indicated;

in minimal doses possible; and

for shortest time possible.

(8) It is expected that doctors will monitor their prescription regimes responsibly.
Peer review ensures this process in public hospitals. If cases of poor
monitoring were raised with the Medical Board, they would be investigated.
The Health Department investigates such cases brought to its attention.

(9) The Minister can revoke the licence of a hospital in cases where dangerous
treatments are being carried out. The hospitals themselves can revoke a
doctor's right to practice in the hospital.

(10) Yes. It was reported that this woman was treated in Chelmsford in New South
Wales in the early 1970s.

(11) At this time there is no requirement to ban the practice of "deep sleep" as
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these treatments are not being practised in Western Australia. There is
considerable difference between "deep sleep" therapy and rapid
neuroleptization, and even the former is not a single type of treatment. Dr
Bailey practised his own particular type of "deep sleep" therapy. Rapid
neuroleptization also refers to several practices, some of which are used in
eminent medical centres in other parts of Australia and overseas.

EDUCATION - HIGH SCHOOLS, SENIOR
Newton Moore - Enrolment

1939. Mr P.J. SMIT to the Minister for Education:

(1) What was the total enrolment of Newton Moore Senior High School at 30
June 1988?

(2) What is the anticipated enrolment of Newton Moore Senior High School for
1989?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

The Minister will reply to the member in writing.

EDUCATION - HIGH SCHOOLS, SENIOR.
Newton Moore - Classrooms

1940. Mr P.1. SMITH to the Minister for Education:

(1) What is the official number of classrooms in use at Newton Moore Senior
High School for 1988?

(2) What is the anticipated need for extra classrooms at Newton Moore Senior
High School for 1989?

(3) If there is a need as per (2), will these extra rooms be supplied?

(4) If so, when?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

The Minister will reply to the member in writing.

LLOYD, MR TONY - EMPLOYMENT
State Government

1942. Mr HASSELL to the Premier:

(1) Is Mlr Tony Lloyd now employed by the Government or any of its
instrumentalities?

(2) If so, in what capacity, on what terms, for what period, and for what
consideration?

(3) What positions did M~r Lloyd hold with the Government at the time of the
1987 Rothwells rescue?

(4) When did he leave each of those positions?

(5) On leaving any such position, was he paid out long service leave and/or
superannuation, or is he receiving a superannuation pension?

(6) When br Lloyd was appointed to the board of Rothwells as the representative
of dhe Government was there any agreement or arrangement made that Mr
Lloyd be paid -

(a) by the Government;

(b) by Rothwells; or

(c) by both the Government and Rothwells?

(7) Has the Government made any payment or given any consideration to Mr
Tony Lloyd since he resigned from his positions with the Government after
moving to Rothwells on behalf of the Government?
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Mr DOWDING replied:
The member will be advised in writing in due course.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION - CHIROPRACTORS
Signing Off- Work Certificates - Workers' Compensation Act

1943. Mr WILLIAMS to the Minister for Labour:

(1) Have chiropractors been issuing incapacity certificates under the Workers'
Compensation Act in Western Australia for 18 years?

(2) Has the State Government Insurance Office consistently accepted such
certificates?

(3) Is the State Government Insurance Office satisfied with the performance of
chiropractors in relation to issuing these off-work certificates?

Mr TROY replied:

(1)-(3)
Sections 58 and 61 of the Workers' Compensation and Assistance Act are the
relevant sections relating to the issuing of incapacity certificates. The matter
of chiropractors issuing incapacity certificates has been referred to the
tripartite council for consideration. I will inform the member in writing when
I have considered its recommendation.

POLICE - OFFICERS
Aborigines Charged - Magistrate Hearing Instruction

1950. Mr CASH to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(I) Have any police officers been instructed to ensure that Aboriginal persons
charged with an offence are to be admitted to bail or remanded until the
charge can be heard by a magistrate rather than have the charge dealt with by
justices of the peace?

(2) (a) If yes, what is the reason for this instruction;
(b) is it to apply to other than Aboriginals; and

(c) if not, why not?
Mr TAYLOR replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.

PARLIAMENT -PARLIAMENT HOUSE
Extensions -Pre-elecrion Spending

1956. Mr CASH to the Minister for Works and Services:
Is it the intention to spend the previously budgeted $10 million for extensions
to Parliament House prior to the next election and, if not, what amounts are
committed to be spent before March 1989?

Mr TROY replied:
Allocation of funds for extensions to Parliament House is the responsibility of
the Joint House Committee; therefore I suggest the member pursue the matter
through that fonrnm.

LOCKHART, WENDY 'EMPLOYMENT
Premier's Department -Overseas Travel

1960. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:

(1) Will he confirm that Wendy Lockhart is employed in his department?
(2) Has this officer travelled overseas at Government expense in the last year?
(3) If so, when and for what purpose?
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Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1)-(3)

It has never been Government policy to identify by name individual
employees in various Government offices. If the member has a particular
reason for wishing to identify a particular individual, and I am satisfied such
identification will not lead to undue harassment, I will consider providing him
with the information.

ENVIRONMENT - DAWESVILLE CUT
Construction -Government Commitment

1969. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:

(1) Is it correct that the Government has now given a commitment to the
construction of the proposed Dawesville Cut?

(2) [( so, when will construction commrence on the project?

(3) Who owns the land over which the Cut will be constructed?

Mr PETER DOWD[NG replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES - PUBLIC SECTOR

Annual Leave Loading - Estimnated Cost 1988-89
1973. Mr COWAN to the Premier:

What is the estimated total cost throughout the public sector of the 17.5 per
cent annual leave loading for the 1988-89 fiancial year?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

The estimated total cost of the annual leave loading for departments and
agencies funded through the Consolidated Revenue Fund during 1988-89 is
$22.2 million.

TRANSPORT - YACHT "LESCHENAIJLT"
Fremtantle Harbour Beacon Collision - Sinking Inquiry

1977. Mr CRANE to the Minister for Transport:

With reference to the sinking of the yacht Leschentaulr in December 1984, as
the result of a collision with a dislodged beacon in the approaches to the
Fremantle Harbour in an area under the control of the Fremantle Port
Authority, which has exclusive control of vessels in the Port of Fremantle -

(1) Was a full investigation of the sinking conducted by the Fremantle Port
Authority?

(2) If yes, will he make a copy available to Parliament?

(3) If no, why not?
(4) Was Mr Bill Wales, owner of the Leschenault, charged under

regulation 367E(a) or under section 59(1) and (4) of the Western
Australian Marine Act?

(5) If no, why not?

(6) Did anyone other than the layer ever check that the buoy marking the
danger had the correct length of mooring rope/chain/wire on it for that
depth of water and that it was immediately over the isolated or new
danger?

(7) If yes, who made the check and what were the findings?

(8) Was a report compiled on the incident of the Japanese vessel which
dislodged the channel beacon in the first instance?

(9) If yes to (8), did the report indicate that the Japanese vessel was in
default of section 59(1) and (4) of the Western Australian Marine Act?
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(10) If a report was not compiled, why not?
(11) Did the Fremantle Part Authority vessel that laid the buoy on the

danger comply with section 59(4) of the Western Australian Marine
Act and the IALA maritime buoyage systemn in accordance with
publication NP735, published by the hydrographer of the Navy and
available from the Department of Marine and Harbours, Western
Australia?

Mr PEARCE replied:

The member has been advised in writing.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT - PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT
Guarantee - Fublic Announcement

1978. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) Will he announce publicly immediately any guarantee or any like arrangement
on behalf of the petrochemical project?

(2) Will he undertake to recall Parliament to give its approval to what would be a
$1 100 million liability?

(3) When will the issue be decided?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) A Government guarantee has not been given in relation to the petrochemical
project.

(2)-(3)
Not applicable.

STATE FINANCE - PAYMENTS-LOAN ARRANGEMENTS
30 June 1988-To Date

1979. Mr HASSELL to the Premier:

(1) Since 30 June last, has the Government made any payment, advance, loan, or
injection of capital other than towards Teachers Credit Society losses?

(2) Is any such arrangement proposed?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

T'he question is not understood.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMM ISSION - BELL GROUP SHARES
Sale Delay - Government Arrangement

t980. Mr HASSELL to the Premier:

(1) Has the Government, or any of its agencies through Kevin Edwards or
otherwise, made any agreement or reached any understanding that the SOIC
will not sell its Bell Group shareholding and seek indemnity from Bond
Corporation?

(2) If so, what is the arrangement?

(3) If not, what is the reason for the delay in sale by SCIC having regard to its
need to gather in cash because of its substantial recent pay-outs and losses?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) No.

(2) Nor applicable.

(3) The SGIC has an indemnity agreement on the sale price and holding costs for
the Bell Group shareholding until 6 April 1989 and it is currently considering
its position an this investment.

6487



ELECTIONS - STATE
Electoral Commission - Cardboard Ballot Boxes

1981. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Refonn:

(1) In the forthcoming State election, will the Electoral Commuission use
cardboard ballot boxes?

(2) Will indelible pencils or pens be used for marking ballot papers?

(3) Will absentee ballot papers be included in two envelopes so that when
separated after checking of particulars they can be placed in a ballot box for
opening anonymously in a way that excludes identification of the voter?

Mr PEARCE replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.

TRANSPORT - STUDENTS
Concession Passes - Transperek-Westrail

1988. Mr CASH to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is it necessary for a student over the age of 16 years to have both a Transperth
and a Westrail student concession pass when using both these modes of
transport?

(2) Will one pass suffice on both passenger networks and, if not, why not?

(3) Does Westrail require a photo on its student concession passes and, if so,
why?

Mr PEARCE replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.

ALCOHOL - BLOOD TESTING DEVICE
Public Sale -Availability

1991. Mr CASH to the Premier:

Is he or his department aware of any testing device that is available for sale to
the public at a reasonable cost to test their blood alcohol level and, if so, will
he advise of the availability of such equipment and the approximate cost?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.

STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE - REGIONAL COORDINATORS
Fremantle-Mdt Hawthorn - Belmont Relocation

1992. Mr CASH to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(1) Are the regional coordinators of the State Emergency Service currently based
at Fremantle and Mt Hlawthorn to be relocated to the Belmont headquarters?

(2) If yes, when is this transfer or relocation to occur and will he outline the
benefits that are anticipated to flow from such a change to the organisation?

(3) What cost savings does he anticipate from the proposed change?

(4) What will dhe facilities currently occupied by the SES at Fremnantle and Mt
Hawthorn be used for?

(5) (a) Are there adequate facilities at Belmont to accommodate the regional
coordinators and their assistants;

(b) or are renovations to be carried out; and

(c) if so, at what cost?
Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) This relocation is anticipated to take place sort- time in the new year.
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following renovations to the State emergency operations centre. These
renovations will provide for a composite metropolitan area emergency
operations centre. The benefits of such a change to the organisation include
considerable cost, human resources and administrative savings, thus allowing
the organisation's resources to be put to more effective use. The two regional
coordinators will have more time to dedicate to their regional responsibilities
as the administrative workload required to maintain separate headquarters will
be removed. The cost saving will allow more equipment to be purchased and
extra activities to be undertaken.

(3) A more cost efficient employment of human resources enabling an improved
service to both the volunteers and the community. 'The use of these two
facilities as a police regional headquarters and a local unit headquarters
respectively will result in considerable savings to the Police Department and
the local government authority concerned, in that both organisations will not
need to build new premises.

(4) The Fremantle facility is being used as the Fremantle regional police
headquarters. Its operational capability will be preserved for emergency use
by either the regional police officer who is the disaster controller for the
Fremantle police region, or the State Emergency Service in the event that this
may be necessary.

The Mt Hawthorn facility will remain as the secondary State emergency
operations centre, capable of being used at a moment's notice. The building
will become the headquarters of a local volunteer State Emergency Service
unit, the members of which will be responsible for its maintenance. Such a
move will result in significant financial savings to the local authority
concerned.

(5) (a) The administrative facilities at Belmont to accommodate the two
regional coordinators and one assistant are more than adequate;

(b) renovations to the State emergency operations centre are required to
provide for a composite metropolitan area emergency operations
centre; and

(c) detailed costs of these renovations are currently being prepared. Costs
will be offset in the short ternm by the savings indicated in the answer
to the third question. In the longer term the savings will allow more
equipment to be purchased and extra activities to be undertaken.

ROADS - FUNDING, FEDERAL
State Improvements - Newspaper Statement

1993. Mr CASH to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Will he clarify the reasons for his confidence that Western Australia's share of
Commonwealth road funding will soon improve, given that Federal Minister
Bob Brown's comments to a local government conference on roads in
Canberra in September were quite different from the statement attributed to
him in The West Australian of Tuesday, 5 November 1988 in which it was
stated that there has been a squeeze on road funds that has gone a bit too far?

(2) Does he concede that his statement is somewhat contradictory to the Statement
by Mr Bob Brown who referred in his comments to local government to the
"magnificent road system"?

(3) Has he any commitment or indication from the Federal Government that
Western Australia will receive more funds and, if so, when is this likeiy to
occur and how much additional funding is likely?

(4) Given his statement that road funding is now at an unacceptable level, will he
undertake to provide more funding for roads from the State transport trust
fund and, if not, why not?
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Mr PEARCE replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.

TRANSPORT - AIR
Charter Flights - Members of Parliament. I November 1988

1994. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Employment and Training:

Will he please advise the cost of the charter flight he undertook in company
with Douglas Wenn and others on 1 November 1988 to Perth-Port Hedland-
Shay Gap-Pant Hedland-Perth?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:

As a Minister, visits to isolated communities are important to keep informed
of the needs and concerns of local groups and individuals. Ministerial duties
in Perth on the morning of 2 November precluded the use of commercial
aircraft. The purpose of the chatter, which cost $10 998 in total, was to -

inspect employment initiatives and training facilities in the Pilbara;

hold discussions with the President of the Port Hedland Chamber of
Commerce on a proposed employment program;

meet with representatives from ethnic communities;

inspect the operations and training facilities of Goldsworthy Mining
Limited; and

other similar ministerial duties.

Hon Doug Wenn did not accompany me on the trip.

ROTH WELLS LTD - TRUSTEE INVESTMENT
Recognition Dare - Securities Industry Licences

1997. Mr HASSELL to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) On what date was Rorhwells first recognised as a trustee investment?

(2) When did it cease to be so recognised?

(3) On I October 1987. what securities industry licences did it have?

(4) When did it cease to hold each of those licences?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) In the case of company securities, qualified trustee investment status arises by
virtue of the operation of the Trustees Act 1962. The Act, as first enacted,
enabled the shares, debentures and unsecured notes of certain listed companies
to qualify for authorised trustee investment status where certain financial
conditions were met.

Authorised trustee investment status for company securities is qualified in the
sense that an investing trustee must obtain advice in respect of the matters
prescribed by the Trustees Act - now section 16B - before investing in such
securities.

(2) The Trustees Act was amended on 1 September 1988 so as to tighten the
criteria by virtue of' which company securities received qualified authorised
trustee investment status. Debentures and unsecured notes issued by
Rothwells ceased to attract authorised trustee investment status on that date by
virtue of the tightened requirements. In respect of shames, it appears that
Rotliwells shares continued to attract qualified authorised trustee investment
status - subject to the taking of advice - until the date that the company was
placed into provisional liquidation.

(3) A dealer's licence issued pursuant to section 48 of the Securities Industry
(Queensland) Code.

(4) The dealer's licence was cancelled on 12 November 1987.
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HEALTH - REGISTRATION BOARD
Registered Medical Practitioners, Chiropractors - Joint

Consultations, Unethical Ruling

2000. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Health:

(1) Referring to his response to question 1758 of 1988, is it a ailing of the
Western Australian Registration Board that it is unethical for registered
medical practitioners to refer or have joint consultations with chiropractors?

(2) Does the board have any power to enforce AMA ethics policy 340 of this
nature?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) If the member is referring to the Medical Board of Western Australia, the
answer is that no such ruling has been given.

(2) AMA policies have no special standing with the Medical Board of WA.

Background: Policy 340 of the AMA policy manual states that the AMA
maintains that medical practice should at all times be based on sound scientific
principles, and accordingly does not recognise any exclusive dogma such as
homoeopathy, osteopathy, chiropractic or naturopathy.

HEALTH - DEPARTMENT
Subluxation Treatment - Trained Employee

2001. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Health:

(1) Referring to his response to question 1756 of 1988, who within the
Department of Health is trained to locate and adjust subluxations?

(2) if no-one, why is not someone with this expertise employed?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) Orthopaedic surgeons and physiotherapists working in health care facilities
provided through the Health Department of Western Australia are trained to
recognise and treat subluxations; that is, incomplete or partial join:
dislocations.

(2) Not applicable.
HEALTH - CHIROPRACT'IC

Lugg. Dr R.S. - Previous Ministers

20)02. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Health:

(1) Referring to his response to question 1757 of 1988, has Dr Lugg advised any
previous Minister on matters relating to chiropractic?

(2) H-as Dr Lugg attended a meeting or meetings between previous Ministers and
chiropractors?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) Dr Lugg has provided no advice of a policy nature to any previous Minister on
matters relating to chiropractic, but has provided occasional advice of a minor
nature regarding chiropractic.

(2) Dr Lugg attended a meeting between my predecessor and a delegation from
the Australian Chiropractors' Association (WA Branch) in January of this
year.

HEALTH - CHIROFRAfCTI
Health Care Programs - Exclusion

2003. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Health:

(1) What was the basis for the decision to exclude chiropractic from any health
care program?

6491



(2) Who did the research and when?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1) 1 am aware of no explicit decision to exclude chiropractic.
(2) Not applicable.

HEALTH - CLINICAL COORDINATING COMMflT7EE
Perrh Teaching Hospitals - Members

2004. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Health:
(1) Wilhe -

(a) name the members of the clinical coordinating committee of Perth
teaching hospitals which reported in 1984; and

(h) name the members of the ad hoc committee which was formed in 1987
to report on cardiac catheter facilities at Fremantle Hospital?

(2) Was the recommendation of the ad hoc committee that a report be prepared in
12 months' time until the impact of the Mount Hospital be established?

(3) In regard to (2), has that impact been established?
(4) If yes to (3). what is the impact?
Mr WILSON replied:
(i) (a) The members of the clinical coordinating committee of Perth teaching

hospitals which reported in 1984 were -

The medical superintendents and the chief executive officers of
the teaching hospitals; that is, Royal Perth Hospital, Sir
Charles Gairdner Hospital, Fremantle Hospital. Princess
Margaret Hospital and King Edward Memorial Hospital.

(b) The ad hoc committee to which Mir Bradshaw refers was called the
cardiac services committee, which met in November 1986, not 1987
as indicated. The members of the committee were -

Medical Superintendent. RPH (Chairman)
Chief Executive Officer, RPH
Head of Department, Cardiology, RPH
Head of Department. Cardio-Thoracic Surgical

Unit, RPH
Medical Superintendent, SCGH
Chief Executive Officer. SCOK
Head of Department, Cardiovascular Medicine, SCGH
Acting Medical Superintendent, Fremantle Hospital
Deputy Administrator, Fremantle Hospital
Medical Director, Princess Margaret Hospital
Chief Executive Officer, PMH
Head of Department, Cardiology, PMH
Planning Officer, HDWA

(2) Yes. The recommendations of the cardiac services commnittee. Were -

(a) That no decision be made at this time regarding catheter facilities at
Fremantle Hospital; and

(b) the decision be postponed for 12 months until the impact of the Mount
Hospital has been established.

(3) No. The Mount Hospital cardiac catheterisation laboratory did not commence
operating until may 1988 and, therefore, too little time has passed at this stage
to establish the impact of the opening of this unit.

(4) No response necessary.
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ENVIRONMENT - HAZARDOUS WASTES
Integrated Disposal Facility - Study Contracts

2005. Mr LIGHTFOOT to the Minister for Health:

(1) To whom, what group or company, if any, have the following contracts been
let for the study into -

(a) flora and fauna;

(b) Aboriginal sites of significance, (including efthographic and
archeological studies);

(c) baseline chemistry;

(d) radionuclide;

(e) hydrography;

(f) meteorological;

(g) geological; and

(h) geophysical

a: the proposed integrated hazardous waste disposal facility?

(2) If no contracts have been let for the aforementioned studies -

(a) are contracts to be let; and

(b) if yes. when?

It WILSON replied:

(1) (a) Flora and fauna -

Survey and Mapping Group Pty Ltd;
Dr C. Dicknman;
Zoology Department, UWA; and

(b) Aboriginal sites -

R. O'Connor & Assoc Pty Ltd,
Quartermaine Consultants; and

(c)-(h)
No contracts currently let.

(2) Contracts for (1)(c) to (h) will be let as soon as possible.

HEALTH - DENTAL
Prostlhensts Course - Commencement

2006. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Health:

(1) Has the dental prosthetists course commenced?

(2) If so, when?

(3) When will the first course finish?
(4) Are there plans to change the length of the course?

(5) If yes to (5), will this affect the current students?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) July 1988.

(3) Unknown.

(4) The course outline is approved, but details of the clinical component,
including the length, are yet to be fmalised by TAPE.
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(5) Current students will be required to complete the full course as finally
determined by TAPE.

ROADS - BRIDGES
Subiaco Subway - Overseas Design-Construction Visit

2008. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Have any persons employed with or who are contracted in the Main Roads
Department or Westrail travelled to Stuttgart, West Germany, or anywhere
else in Europe to brief or be briefed on the design or construction of the
proposed bridge over the Subiaco subway?

(2) If yes to (1), how many people made the visit and what was the total cost?

(3) Have any persons employed by Leonhart Andra und Partners, consulting
engineers, visited Western Australia in connection with the design or
construction of the proposed bridge over the Subiaco subway?

(4) If yes to (3), how many people made the visit, who paid the cost of such visit
and how much did it cost?

Mr PEARCE replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.

PETROCHEMiCAL INDUSTRIES CO LTD - BILL OF EXCHANGE
Liabilities - Shire of Kalatnunda

2009. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) What are the total alleged liabilities of Petrochemical Industries Co Ltd under
endorsed bills of exchange?

(2) Has he been advised that PICL will have to pay out on the bill of exchange to
the Shire of Kalamunda, even if it has rights of recovery against third parties?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1)-(2)
I am advised chat the alleged liabilities of PICL under endorsed bills of
exchange arose under the terms of a Rothwells facility. I am further advised
that all Rothwells related debts in PICL were extinguished by the vendors
before chat company was acquired by the new owners.

FISHING - TROCHUS SHELL
Thursday Island Group - Application

20 10. Mr B LAIKIE to the Premier:

(1) On what date did he receive advice that a group of Thursday Island people
resident in the Broome region for many years had applied to his Government
to rake crochus shell in areas north of Broome?

(2) As the applicants also intend, subject to Government approval, taking trochus
shell in areas constantly illegally fished by Indonesians, what are the reasons
for his Government's apparent lack of positive response?

(3) Can he advise -
(a) what level of activity and area is traditionally fished; and

(b) current tonnages taken by the Bardi comnmunity?

(4) Following advice front his Minister that inferred crochus gathering was the
".sole province" of the Bardi community, will he undertake to have this
reviewed and have an Australia based company chat is able and wiling to
operate in crochus. collecting?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.
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HEALTH - SPASTIC WELFARE ASSOCIA"TON OF WA INC
Dissatisfaction - Debts

2011. Mr LIGHTFOOT to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is he aware that there is widespread dissatisfaction in the Spastic Welfare
Association.

(2) Is he awaie that in spite of a budget exceeding $8.3 mill ion the association is
in debt to over $500 000?

(3) Is he aware that the cost of keeping each inmate and day or itinerant patient is
$280 per week?

(4) Is he aware that association equipment, including colour television sets
have/had been expropriated by staff for private use?

(5) Is he aware that an association vehicle is alleged to have been stolen and when
found was not roadworthy?

(6) Is he aware that up to five gardeners were employed at the association's
headquarters?

(7) Is he aware that, notwithstanding the five gardeners employed, requests for a
wheelchair mechanic have constantly been turned down because of costs?

(8) Will he initiate an urgent independent inquiry forthwith to look into and
advise him on what appear to be disturbing and serious malpractices within
the association?

Mr WILSON replied:

(04-8)
A number of matters in regard to the operations of the Spastic Welfare
Association are being followed up by officers of my department. These
matters were raised in a petition tabled in the Legislative Assembly on I I
October 1988. An initial report has been completed but further discussions
have still to take place with officers of the association. I am, therefore, as yet
not in a position to comment an the specific matters raised in the question or
on what action, if any, the Government will be taking. I expect, nevertheless,
to be able to provide a more detailed reply to the question in the near future.

ROADS - FUNDING
State Increase - Confirmation

2012. Mr CASH to the Minister far Transport:

(1) Has he any commitment, or

(a) Firm indication from the Federal Government that Western Australia
will receive more road funds; and

(b) if so, will he advise of any proposed increases and when these
increases are likely to occur?

(2) Given his recent comments that road funding is now at an unacceptable level,
will he undertake to provide more funding from the State tranisport trust fund
and, if not, why not?

Mr PEARCE replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.

ROADS - FUNDING
Insufficient - Bitumen-Gravel Reduction

2013. Mr CASH to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is he aware of the media statement by the President of the Country Shire
Councils Association dated 15 November 1988 in which the President,
Councillor Bruce Donaldson, confirmed that a number of bitumen roads had
been returned to gravel in Western Australia due to the lack of adequate road
funds?
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(2) Will he clarify the reason for his confidence that Western Australia's share of
Commonwealth road funding will soon improve given that the Federal
Minister Mr Bob Brawn's recent comments to a local government conference
on roads in Canberra in September were at odds with his own statement in The
West Australian last week in which he is quoted as saying "there has been a
squeeze on road funds that has gone a bit too far"?

Mr PEARCE replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.

GRAIN - TRANSPORT
Carting Prohibitions

2014. Mr CASH to the Minister for Transport:

Why are grain growers living marginally outside the free zone prohibited from
carting their own grain or having it carted by contractors direct to Fremantle
when in some cases carting to the nearest railway siding can be more than $5 a
tonne more expensive?

Mr PEARCE replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION - McLEERY, MR JOHN
Mesothelioma Compensation - Reply In Merit Delay

2015. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Would he please indicate the reason for -consistently delaying a reply in merit
by the Crown Solicitor representing the SQIC in the comn.pensation case of my
constituent, NMr John McLeery, who is dying of niesothelioma, having been
employed by the Public Works Department in Wirtennom'

(2) Is the Crown Solicitor waiting for Mr McLeezy to pass away to avoid paying
compensation?

(3) Will he intervene in the interest of a dying man who contracted this terminal
disease by serving this State?

Mr GRILL replied:

(l)-(3)
There were no delays in the handling of the compensation claim by the late Mr
J.M. MoLeery, who died on 24 November. The claim for compensation was
first received by the SOIC in December 1987 and the industrial diseases
medical panel issued its determination on 18 January 1988. A lump sum
redemption of compensation payment was made on 25 May 1988.
it wias not until 26 October 1988 that a claim at common law was first made
by Mr McLeety's solicitors, and a Supreme Court writ was issued on 11I
November. The defendants named in the writ are: The State of Western
Australia, the Minister for Water Resources, and the Northwest, CSR Limited
and Midalco Pty Ltd.
In the past four weeks considerable effort hits been put into the detailed
investigation of the common law claim. The matter was given top priority as
it was understood that Mr McLeery's health was failing rapidly.
To justify damages at common law, there must be medical and other scientific
evidence to establish the elements of negligence. Despite detailed inquiry, and
after communication with the claimant's solicitors, no such evidence which
might indicate liability in the State has been located. It should also be pointed
out that the companies which mined, milled and generally distributed the
asbestos - CSR-Midalco - have their own legal advisers.
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Because of the death of Mr McLeery. the present common law claim would
convert into a reduced claim under the Fatal Accidents Act, but the above
legal principles would still apply.

LAND - RESERVES
No 36997. Wenmbley Downs -Residential Zoning Date

2016. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister for Lands:
(1) Adverting to her reply to question 1946 of 1988 of this session, could she

please inform me about the date of the residential zoning of Reserve 36997 in
Wembley Downs?

(2) Could she also say whether neighbouring residents were notified about such
rezoning plan in advance?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.

SELECT COMMITTEES - CORPORATIONS LEGISLATION
Inquiry, Federal Legislation - Companies and Securities Law

and Administration Takeover

2017. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

Has the Government made any submission or is it proposing to make any
submission in writing and/or verbally to the Joint Select Commnittee on
Corporations Legislation to inquire into the Commonwealth Govenrment's
legislation aimed at taking over companies and securities law and
administration?

Mr GUILL replied:

The State Goverrnent's opposition to a Commonwealth takeover has already
been expressed clearly and unequivocally to the Ministerial Council and the
Commronwealth Attorney General. However, the Select Committee's terms of
reference preclude it from considering that issue and are directed to the detail
of the proposed Commonwealth Act. In these circumstances, the Stage
Government does not propose to make a submission itself - on the
takeover - but has authorised the State Department of Corporate Affairs to
make a submission on the detailed provisions of the Commonwealth Bill.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS - "FLYING COLOURS, A SALUTE TO
WESTERN AUSTRALIAN SKILLS AND ENTERPRISE"

Cost

2018. Mr MacKLNNON to the Treasurer:

1i) What was the total cost of printing, publishing and distributing the
Government publication Flying Colours, a salute to Western Australian skills
and enterprise?

(2) How many copies have been printed and distributed?

(3) Has there been or will there be a reprint and, if so, what was/wil-l be the total
cost of this reprint?

(4) (a) Did any private sector organisation contribute towards the cost of this
publication; and

(b) if so, how much and which?

M-r PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) $38520.
(k2) 5 000 printed, 2 800 distributed.

(3) Th-is will depend on demand.
(4) NO.
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ABAlTTOIRS - RURAL
Inspections - Departmental Review

2019. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Health:

(1) Has the departmental review of abattoirs; operating in country areas which are
not subject to a meat inspection service been completed?

(2) If yes, what changes will be made to the system of routine inspections by
health officers?

(3) What impact is there likely to be on the operation of such abattoirs?
Mr WILSON replied:

(1) The review is expected to be completed by the end of March 1989.
(2)-(3)

Not applicable.
LAND - HOPETOUN TOWNSLTE

Residential Blocks - Special Lease Provisions
2020. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Lands:

(1) How many residential blocks in the Hopetoun :owrrsire are subject to special
lease provisions?

(2) When the rental on the special lease blocks was reappraised, how was the
unimproved market value of the land determined?

(3) Does the Department of Land Administration provide any services to the
special lease lots or does it make payment to any other Government
department for services to the lots?

(4) Is it intended to make those lots which are the subject of special lease
provisions available to lessees for purchase on a freehold basis?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.
ELECTIONS - REFERENDUM

3 September 1988 - Local Government Ward Boundary Enforcement

2021. Mr CLARKO to the Minister for Local Government:
In the light of the results of the referendum on 3 September 1988 relating to
fair and democratic elections, is he now prepared to delete his program of
enforcing on local government ward boundaries, based solely on population,
which has been Labor Party policy which he has vigorously imposed on many
councils against their will?

Mr CARR replied:

I do not accept the claim that there has been a program of enforcing local
government ward representation and boundary changes against the will of
many councils. It has been a policy of this Government to seek a fair and
equitable system of representation in local govemnments. The criterion applied
was the number of electors within each ward, not the population, as suggested
by the member.

POLICE - STRIKES
Newmnan - Property Damage, Intimidation, Newspaper Letter

2022. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
(1) Has he observed the letter in the morning paper of the 24 November from a

person at Newman concerning damage to property and intimidation during the
recent strike?

(2) Has he discussed the matter with the Commissioner of Police?

(3) Are the police carrying out a special investigation drawing on the knowledge
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of the woman who discussed the matter with the Commissioner of Police?
(4) Has action been taken by the Government to alert Telecom to the misuse of

the telephone for intimidating phone calls?
(5) Or does he excuse all these actions because they are undertaken in pursuit of

an industrial objective?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

The member will be replied to in writing in due course.

POLICE - NESTER PITY LTD
Aircraft Hire Con tract

2023. Mr CASH to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
(1) Has he entered into a contract with Nester Pty Ltd for the provision of certain

aviation services?

(2) If yes, will he outline the services to be provided?

(3) Wben did the contract commence and when does it expire?

(4) What type of aircraft is stipulated in the contract and what hourly rate is
prescribed for the use of that aircraft?

(5) What is the mninimumn monthly fee payable to the company irrespective of the
number of hours flown?

(6) What special attributes does the aircraft under contract have that are superior
to other aircraft available in Western Australia?

(7) Was the original contract the subject of a public tender and, if so, when and
where was it advertised?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

The member will be replied to in writing in due coure.

TEACHERS FINANCIAL SOCIETY - DELLA FRANCAS
Court Action - Newspaper Article

2024. Mr MacKJINNON to the Premier:

(1) Is he aware of an article on page 43 of The West Australian newspaper for
Monday, 21 November 1988 concerning the court action between the Della
Francas and the Teachers Financial Society?

(2) Under what basis does the Teachers Financial Society have a claim upon the
assets and liabilities of the Teachers Credit Society?

(3) Has the debt owed by the Della Francas been assumed by the R & I Bank at
any stage and, if not, why not?

(4) If not, are there any other debts owed to the TCS which have not been
assumed by the R & I Bank and, if so, to whom and for how much?

(5) Are there any other TCS debts which may be the subject of a similar court
action if the Della Francas is successful, and what will be die effect of this and
subsequent actions on the Govewunent indemnity to the TCS?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Section 24C of the Credit Unions Act 1979 provides that where a credit union
is registered as a rumcial society its identity shall not be affected and it shall
continue as the same entity under its name as changed. They are one and the
same entity.

(3) The debt was transferred to the R & I Bank on 8 December 1988 pursuant to
the partial transfer of engagements affected as specified in the notice
published by the Registrar of Cooperative and Financial Institutions pursuant
to section 37G of the Credit Unions Act 1979 in the Government Gazette on 9
December 19886
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(4) Not applicable.

(5) This is a hypothetical question which cannot be answered in the absence of the
court decision and a knowledge of the intent of individual debtors.

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - CREDIT AWARENESS WEEK
Course Enrolements

2025. Mr COURT to the Premier:

Did any Government Ministers enrol in courses as a pant of Credit Awareness
Week?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.

ROTI-WELLS LTD - WESTERN COLLIERIES LTD
Government Negotiations - Power Station Construction, South West

2 02 6. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) When Rothwells controlled Western Collieries, did the Government have
negotiations with either Rothwells or Western Collieries in relation to the
construction of a new power station in the south west?

(2) If yes. were any commritments given by the Government in relation to such a
power station?

Mr GRILL replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.

EDWARDS. MR KEVIN - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT

2027. Mr COURT to the Premier:

Is Mr Kevin Edwards still in the employ of the Government or is he carrying
out contractual work for the Government?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.

EDWARDS, MR KEVIN - WESTERN COLLIERIES LTD
State Eleatricivy Commission - Coal Deal, Acting Capaciry

2028. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade;

In what capacity did Mr Kevin Edwards act for the Government when
negotiating, the $15 million prepayment of coal deal between the Site
Electricity Commission and Western Collieries?

Mr GRILL replied:

[ am not aware of Mr Edwards being in any way involved.

ROTH WELLS LTD - STATE GOVERNMENT
Financial Adviser - Provisional Liquidator Appointment

2029. Mr COURT to the Premier:

Who provided the Government with the independent financial advice just
prior to a provisional liquidator being appointed to Rothwells?)

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

[ refer the member to my ministerial statement dealing with the appointment
of a provisional liquidator to the Rothwciis otganisation.

PETROCHEICAL INDUSTRIES CO LTD - GO'VERNMENT LIABILITY
Commercial Bills - Local Councils

2030. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) What liability does the Government have through its shareliolding in
Petrochemical Industries Co Ltd to meet the commercial Bills held by local
councils which are endorsed by Petochemical Industries?
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(2) Was the Government aware of these endorsements when it bought into
Petrochemical Industries?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) Nil-
(2) No.

TEACHERS FINANCIAL SOCIETY - SHAREHOLDERS
203 1. Mr COURT to dhe Premier.

Who are the current shareholders of the Teachers Financial Society?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

William John Phillips
Patrick John Doody
Andrew Ernest Lynn
Peter William Macbin

ROTHWELLS LTD - INQUIRIES
Government Opposition - Public Demand

2032. Mr COURT to the Premier:
(1) Why is the Government still refusing to support a full investigation into the

operations of Rothwells and associated companies?
(2) Is he aware that members of the public are demanding such an investigation as

they are all shareholders in WA Inc and are becoming annoyed at hundreds of
millions of their dollars having been lost?

Mr PEThR DOWDING replied:
(1) The Governiment has made it clear on a number of occasions that it fully

supports the current extensive inquiries being conducted in the affairs of
Rothwelis.

(2) The question is based on a false Premise.

ROTHWELLS LTD - PROVISIONAL LIQUIDATOR
Government Involvement

2033. Mr COURT to the Premier:
Has he been questioned by the provisional liquidator of Rorhweils Ltd about
the Government's involvement in the Rothwells fiasco?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
The Government has cooperated wit the provisional liquidator on a number
of occasions.

TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY - ASSETS AND LIABILITIIES
Sale Decision - Teachers Financial Society

2034. Mr COURT to the Premiuer
(1) Was the Government's decision to sell the remaining assets and liabilities of

the Teachers Credit Society a result of a difficult legal position in which the
Government found itself in relation to the Teachers Financial Society?

(2) If yes, what is the legal problem?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
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STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION - BELL GROUP
SHAREHOLDING

Put Option

2035. Mr COURT to the Premier:

Is the Governmnent aware why the SGIC has not exercised the put option on its
Bell shareholding, considering die current market price of these shares?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

The Stare Government Insurance Commission does not have a put option on
its Bell shareholding. The Insurance Commission has an indemnnity for a share
price of $2.70 with holding costs with Bond Corporation on sale of the
shareholding up to 6 April 1989.

HUMPHREYS, MR RICK - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT
Conservation and Land Management Department

2036. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

(1) Is Mr Rick Humphreys, the campaigns officer of the Australian Conservation
Foundation, a member of his staff or is he contracted for employment for any
purpose by any department or organisation for which the Minister is
responsible?

(2) Is Mr H-umphreys currently working out of the Minister's electorate office?

(3) If yes to (1) and (2), in what capacity and for how long has he been employed
or worked out of the Minister's electorate office?

(4) Considering Mr Humphreys' position with the Australian Conservation
Foundation, is there a conflict of interest, and is the integrity of the ministerial
office prejudiced?

Mr HODGE replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
Wyalkatchem Visit - Cancellation

2037. Mr SCHELL to the Minister for Education:

(I) Why was her planned visit to Wyalkatchem, scheduled for 27 October 1988,
cancelled?

(2) Has she arranged an alternative date to meet with people of the Yilgamn
education district in Wyalkatchem?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

(I) 1 was forced to cancel my visit to Wyalkatchemn at short notice to attend to
urgent and unexpected ministerial duties in Perth.

(2) I plan to visit the Moora education district, including Wyackarcheni, as early
as possible in the 1989 school year.

HOUSING - H-OMESWEST

Serviced Lots - Selection and Purchase. 30 November 1988

2038. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Housing:

What was the total number of serviced lots available for selection and
purchase from Hoaneswesr as at 30 November L988 for -
(a) the metropolitan area; and

(b) country areas?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

(a) As at 30 November 1988 - nil. However, since then 679 lots have been made
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available, and a further 2 000 lots - approximately - will be progressively
released by 30 June 1989;, and

(b) as at 30 November 1988 - 167. An additional 44 lots have been released since
that date.

HOUSING - HOMESWEST
Rental Applications - Waiting List. 30 September 1988

2039. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Housing:

(1) What was the official number of applications on the Homeswest waiting list
for rental accomnmodation as at 30 September 1988?

(2) What was the official number of applications on the Homeswest waiting list
for renta accommodation as at 30 November 1988?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

M1 13 721, including 4 932 dual listed for purchase.

(2) 14 136, including 5 399 dual listed for purchase.

HOUSING - HOMESWEST
Home Purchase Applications - Waiting List, 30 September

and 30 November 1988
2040, Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Housing:

(1) How many applications for home purchase were pending appro val on
Homeswesf's waiting list as at 30 September 1988?

(2) How many applications for home purchase were pending approval on
Homeswest's waiting list as at 30 November 1988?

Mrs B EGGS replied:

(1) 12 l0 1, inicluding 4 932 dual listed for rental.
(2) 12 793, including 5 399 dual listed for rental.

HOUSING - HQMESWEST
Rental Applications - Waiting List, 30 June J983-88

2041. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Housing:

What was the official number of applications on the Homeswest's waiting list
for rental accommodation as at 30 June -

(a) 1983;

(b) 1984;

(c) 1985;
(d) 1986;
(e) 1987; and

(f) 1988?
Mrs B EGGS replied:

(a) 8 243 or 0.6 per cent of the State population;

(b) 10 326 or 0.74 per cent of the State population;

(c) 8 543 or 0.6 per cent of the State population;

(d) 11 190 or 0.77 per cent of the State population;

(e) 13 485 or 0.9 per cent of the State population; and

(f) 13 173 or 0.85 per cent of the State population.
NB The above figures include applications dual listed for purchase assistance. For

example, as at 30 June 1988, of the 13173, 4 790 were dual listed for
purchase assistance.
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LAND - NATIONAL PARKS
Shannon River - Reports to Parliament

2042. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

(1) Further to his written undertaking to me on 22 October 1987 that the
Government will report annually to the Parliament until 1993 on the effect that
the creation of the Shannon River National Park is having on employment in
the timber and associated industries in the Manjimnup Shire, when will the first
report be presented to Parliament?

(2) (a) Has CALM bought or undertaken to buy any private land in the
Manjimnup Shire since that undertaking; and

(b) if yes, what land and for what purpose?

(3) What procedures have been put into place to assess whether the Shea
commnittee's estimates of the softwood timber resource, the volume of
hardwood yield from thinning road and river reserves and the impact of the
declaration of the national park on other areas of the State forest are being
realised?

Mr HODGE replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT - VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADES
Equipment Responsibility - Requirenients-Guidelines

2043. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Local Government:

What are -

(a) the formal requirements; and

(b) the practical guidelines

used to determine the responsibility of local governments with respect to the
provision of equipment for volunteer fire brigades?

Mr CARR replied:

(a) Section 440(1 )(d) of the Local Government Act provides that a council may
subsidise a fire brigade established within the district or in an adjoiniing
district, and sections 598(23) and 601(l)(a) allow councils to borrow money
for the purchase of bush fire control equipment; and

(b) it is the responsibility of each council to determine the extent of its
involvement with volunteer fire brigades. Typically, local governments are
very involved in liaising with the Bush Fires Board and local volunteer
brigades, and provide a good deal of funding for equipment and other support.

CONSERVATION AN!) LAND MANAGEMENT - RAMSAR CONVENTION ON
WETLANDS OF INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE

Listing - Site Nomination
2044. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

(1) Have any sites been nominated by the State Government for listing under the
RAMSAR convention on wetlands of international importance?

(2) If yes, which ones?

(3) Are any sites under consideration for nomination?

(4) If yes to (3), which ones?

Mr HODGE replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.
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MAY LANDS SLIPYARD - IMPROVEMENT COST
Funding - Tranby Quay Responsibility

2045. My COWAN to the Minister for Works and Services:
(1) At what cost were improvements made to the Maylands slipyard?
(2) From where were the funds appropriated?
(31 -When was responsibility for the slipyard transferred or assigned to Tranby

Quay?
(4) Have rentals increased and, if so, by how much?
(51 Have any boat owners or boat builders been evicted or threatened with

eviction by Tranby Quay?
(6) On what grounds were any eviction notices served?
(7) Does the State Planning Commission have any control over the management

of the slipyard?
(8) Is Tranby Quay operating within the rights assigned to it in attempting to evict

a former chairman of the boat owners' committee from the slipyard?
Mr TROY replied:
(1) $360000.
(2) -Commonwealth and State.
(3) 1 July 1987.
(4) The State Planning Commission approved increases in June of this year.

There had not been a review of rents since 1981. The increases approximate
from existing rents of $40 to $50 per month to $80 to $ 100 per month. The
lessee, Tranby Quay, is responsible for all outgoings, including electricity.

(5) Yes, one.
(6) General trouble with the boat builder including non payment of licence fees.
(7) Clauses within the lease provide the State Planning Commission with powers'

to intervene if management of the slipyard is not up to standard.
(8) Yes.

HEALTH - SPASTIC WELFARE ASSOCIATION OF WA INC
Management. Structure - External Review

2046. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Health:
When was the last external review of the management and/or structure of the
Spastic Welfare Association?

Mr WILSON replied:
As my department has been responsible for administering State hinds to this
association only since 1 July 1988, and as major funding is provided by the
Commonwealth Government, information is being sought in regard to the
matters raised from the Treasury and the Commonwealth Department of
Community Services and Health, and wil be forwarded to the member as soon
as it is available.

HEALTH - SPASTIC WELFARE ASSOCIATION OF WA INC
Buses, Mobile Baths and Showers - Safety

2047. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Health:
(1) Is he satisfied that -

(a) the buses; and
(b) the mobile bath and shower units
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currently being used by the Spastic Welfare Association are both safe and
serviceable?

(2) What provisions are made for the repair of wheelchairs and how long, on
average, does it rake for repairs to be made?

Mr WILSON replied:

Infonmation is being sought in regard to the matters raised and wil be
forwarded to the member as soon as it is available.

HEALTH - SPASTIC WELFARE ASSOCIATION OF WA [NC
Income, 1987-89 - Debt

2048. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Health:

(1) What is/was the income of the Spastic Welfare Association from -

(a) the Commonwealth;

(b) the Stare Government; and

(c) other sources

for 1987-88 and estimated for 1988-89?
(2) What is the current level, if any, of the association's debt?

Mr WILSON replied:
With respect to (2), further information is being sought and a comprehensive
answer to both questions will be forwarded to the member as soon as it is
available.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - EMPLOYEES
Child Minding Facilities

2049. MrCOWAN to the Premier:

(1) Whiich State Government departments, agencies or statutory authorities
provide child minding facilities for staff?

(2) H-ow many places does each provide?

(3) Who determines the guidelines - including fees - under which each of the
facilities operates?

(4) Is priority given to -

(a) single parents; and

(b) low income earners9

(5) Are fees means tested?

(6) (a) Do any State Government departments, agencies or statutory
authorities have a special arrangement with private child minding
centres; and

(b) if yes, which ones and how many places are involved?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) None.

(2)-(6)
Not applicable.

GREAT SOUTHERN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY - CHAIRMAN
Annual Pay, 1987-88

2050. Mr HOUSE to the Minister for Regional Development:

(1) What was the yearly salary of the Chairman of the Great Southern
Development Authority in the last financial year?

(2) Were the directors. of the Great Southern Development Authority paid an
annual salary?
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(3) If yes to (2), how much was paid to each - including expenses - in the past
financial year?

(4) Is the acting chairman receiving the same salary as the chairman?

Mr CARR replied:

(1) $7 875 including expense of office allowance.

(2) There is only one Director of the Great Southern Development Authority and
that officer receives an annual salary as a Public Service appointee.

(3) $54553.
(4) Yes.

HEALTH - CHIROPRACTIC
American Medical Associatdon - Six Principal Methods, WA Evidence

2051, Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Health:

Are any of the six principal methods apparently used by the American
Medical Association to restrain trade relating to chiropractic - Wilk et 31
versus AMA et al - evidenced in Western Australia?

Mr WILSON replied:

While ILam aware of this case, which was decided in the US Federal Court of
Appeal in December 1980, it would facilitate the answer that the member is
seeking if he would indicate the six methods of restraint of trade to which he is
referring,

COMMUNITY SERVICES - CHILD ABUSE
Task Force - Report -

2052. Mr Macl'CNNON to the Minister representing the Minister for Community Services:

(1) Has a report been completed by the task force appointed to look into the issue
of child abuse?

(2) If not, when is it anticipated that the report will be completed?

(3) When will the report be released to the public?

Mrs B EGGS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) The report of the child sexual abuse task force has been available since 2 May
1988 and copies are available from the Alexander Library (Parliamentary
Papers) and from the State Printing Division at a cost of $6 per copy.

EDUCATION - PRIMARY SCHOOLS
Rc'strata - Enrolments

2053. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Education:

(1) What is the. current enrolment at the Rostrata Primary School?

(2) What is the projected enrolment at the school for the beginning of the school
year in
(a) 1989;

(b) 1990; and

(c) 1991?
(3) What plans does the Govemnment have to relieve the enrolment pressures at

this school?

(4) When will the next primary school be built in the Willetton-Leeming area?

(5) When is it anticipated that that school will be constructed?
AMM00-S
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Dr LAWRENCE replied:

(1) 102 preprirnary and 713 primary students.
(2) (a) 104 preprimary and 757 primary students;

(b) 104 preprimary and 806 primary students-, and
(c) 104 preprimary and 850 primary students.

(3) It is intended to negotiate with the City of Canning with a view to acquiring
Lot 597 Glenmoy Avenue for inclusion within the site of Rostrata Primary
School. Appropriate facilities would then be provided to best cater for the
educational needs of children resident in the area.

(4) No further primary school will be built in the Willerton area. The East
Leerning Primary School is currently under construction.

(5) Not applicable.
WHITLAM TUJRNBULL MERCHANT BANK -STATE GOVERNMENT

Role - Wra,,, Mr Neville, hivoivem en:
2054. Mr COURT to the Premier:

(1) In what role is the Government using the Whitlam Tumnbull & Co Limited
merchant bank?

(2) Is Mr Neville Wran involved in this consultancy?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(10)-2)
W-hitlam. Turnbull & Co Limited has been retained by the solicitors for the
Government of Western Australia and the State Government Insurance
Commission as financial advisers in respect of the liquidation of Rothwells
Ltd and other investment matters. Whidlarn Turnbull is one of Australia's
leading investment banks and its advice has been sought by leading companies
around the world, and by Governments, both Liberal and Labor, here and
abroad.

Hon Neville Wran AC. QC is the Executive Chairman of Whitlam Turnbull &
Co Limited and he has spent some time on this particular consultancy,
although it is fair to say that the bulk of Whitlam Turnbull's efforts have been
made by two directors, Mr Malcolm Turnbull and Dr Gary Weiss, and three
ocher members of the professional staff of Whitlamn Turnbull.
The advice and assistance provided by Whit arn Turnbull has already been of
considerable help to us. It is art important feature of my determination to
ensure appropriate accountability in all Government dealings with business
that the Government be properly advised by qualified experts.
The political antecedents of Mr Wran played no part in our selection of that
firm. As members are no doubt well aware, Mr Turnbull is a prominent
supporter of the Liberal Party, has run for Liberal Party preselect ion and is
regularly tipped as a future Liberal Prime Minister.

SMITH, R.M. & CO -STATE GOVERNMENT
Services -Fees Charged

2055. Mr CASH to the Premier:

On how many occasions has the Government used the services of R.M. Smith
& Co, private inquiry agents of South Perth, during the past five years, and for
what purpose, and how much were the fees charged on each occasion?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
As [ have stated publicly and in the Parliament, an arrangement was entered
into with this company in March 1987. I am not aware of any work being
done by this organisation prior to that date.-
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PORTS AND HARBOURS - MARINE AND HARBOURS DEPARTMENT
Commnercial Fishing Flee: - Fees per Boat per Metre

2056. Mr CASH to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Will he advise the current fees per boat per metre for the various facilities

provided for the commercial fishing fleet at Department of Marine and
Harbours facilities between Geraldton and Bunbury?

(2) Why are the fees at the Jurien Bay marina considerably higher than chose
charged at Fremantle?

(3) How much does the Department of Marine and Harbours earn per litre of
diesel for the diesel fuel consumed at the Jwien Bay facility?

(4) Has he been approached by concerned fishermen to have the various pen fees
for the commercial fishing feet provided by the Department of Marine and
Harbours made more uniform and, if so, does he intend to put this into effect
and, if so, when?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Annual pen mooring fees at Fremantle are based on $53.50 per metre length of

vessel. Casual berthage fees are $6 per day for vessels up to 15 metres, $10
per day for vessels between 15 and 20 metres and $15 per day for vessels over
20 metres.
The Department of Marine and Harbours does not currently administer any
pen facilities at Bunbuty or Geraldton.
Annual fees for a pen including power and waler supplies at Jurien boat
harbour range from $165 per metre for a seven metre vessel to $255 per metre
for a 20 metre vessel. Monthly charges range from $19.28 for a seven metre
vessel to $29.70 for a 20 metre vessel, and daily charges range from $11.25 to
$49.50 for the same size vessels.

(2) Fees at recent boat harbour developments such as Jurien are structured on a
user pays - commercial - basis. Fees at older harbours such as Fremantle
fishing boat harbour are not structured on this basis.

(3) The department receives I c per litre for fuel dispensed over the public jetty as
a component of commercial arrangements with the fuel supplier for use of
departmental land and facilities situated within the harbour.

(4) Yes. The Department of Marine and Harbours is investigating the matter and
will be submitting its report and recommendations in conjunction with its
annual review of fees and charges required for budget consideration.

ROADS - MAIN ROADS DEPARTMENT
Emzployee Assault Charges - Reinstatement

2057. Mr CASH to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Is it usual for the Main Roads Department to make reinstatement orders to one

of its employees, subject to conditions that the employee withdraw charges of
assault against another employee?

(2) If not, will he investigate the case of Mr Chris Christou who was dismissed
from the Main Roads Department on 2 December 1988 and who has now been
offered reinstatement by the Main Roads Department, subject to his
withdrawing charges of assault against another employee?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1)-42)

I expect to have a report shortly.
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POLICE - FINE,NMR D.
Study Proposal

2058. Mr CASH to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(1) Is be aware of a proposal by Mr J.D. Fine, senior lecturer in law, University of
Western Australia, to instigate a study designed to identify various means of
improving the cost effectiveness of law enforcement and the administration of
law and justice in the northern part of Western Australia?

(2) If yes, can he advise if he supports such a proposal and, if not, why not?

(3) Does the Government intend making funds available to enable this proposal to
be commenced and, if not, why not?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) No.

(2)-(3)
Not applicable.

POLICE - NESTER PTY LTD
Aircraft Hire Contract - Beechcraft Kingair Equivalent

2059. Mr CASH to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(1) Further to Legislative Council question 475 of 1988. would he clearly indicate
why the Heechcraft Kingair aircraft currently available in Perth for charter at
an hourly rate of $1 000 per hour with no minimum rate being applied to the
charterer is not an equivalent aircraft to the Beechcraft Kingair recently
contracted by the Government for a period of five years?

(2) Why was a tender not called for the provision of an aircraft similar to the
Beechcraft Kingair recently contracted to the Government for a minimum
payment of $7 350 000 over a five year period?

(3) Does the company to which the Government has recently awarded a five year
contract for the use of a Beechcraft Kingair aircraft maintain its own premises
and engineering facilities at any airport in Western Australia and, if so, will he
advise which airports?

(4) How many pilots and ground staff does the company employ, and does it have
adequate spare pants support and backup and any additional support aircraft
should the Beechcraft Kingair not be available for operational duty and, if so,
will he nominate other aircraft owned by the company?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

The member will be replied to in writing in due course.

TRANSPORT - TAXI CONTROL HOARD
Surcharge - Reconsideration

2060. Mr CASH to the Minister for Transport:

In the Daily News on I December 1988, it was claimed that he had told the
Taxi Control Board to urgently reconsider the surcharge which is threatening
Perth's Christmas cab service.

(I) (a) What action has he taken in regard to this surcharge;

(b) is it to be removed; and

(c) if not, why not?

(2) Will the imposition of this surcharge cause a reduction in the taxi
service that is available to the public?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(t)-(2)
The surcharge has been reviewed and suspended by the Taxi Control Board.
Submissions will be called for on the issue which will be reviewed by the
board at its February meeting.
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TRANSPORT - TAXIS
Public Transport - Christmas Eve, New Year's Eve Availability

206 1. Mr CASH to the Minister for Transport:

Will he clearly indicate the public transport facilities that are going to be
available on Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve and ensure that the taxi
industry is fully conversant with the proposed operating roster of the bus and
rail services to ensure that adequate taxis are available to patrons on these
nights?

Mr PEARCE replied:

Full details of public transport services for Christmas Eve and New Year's
Eve will be announced shortly. Broadly, a normal Saturday service will be
operated by Transperth bus, rail and fenry services on Christmas Eve; and, on
New Year's Eve, buses and trains will operate until 3.30 am on New Year's
Day. The taxi industry will be fully appraised of these arrangements. Liaison
between Transperth and the Taxi Control Board is continuing on this matter
and encompasses planned joint advertising so that the community has full
infonmation on public transport over New Year's Eve/New Year's Day.

POLICE - FIREARMS
Licensing - South Australian System

2062. Mr CASH to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(I) Has the South Australian system of licensing firearms been considered, and is
it believed to be a more efficient and effective system than that currently
operating in Western Australia?

(2) Has he given consideration to implementing a procedure similar to the South
Australian firearm licensing system and, if not, why not?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

The member will be replied to in writing in due course.

POLICE - ALCOHOL AND DRUG AUTHORITY
Random Breath Tests - Drivers' Opinion Survey

2063. Mr CASH to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
(1) Is the Alcohol and Drug Authority carrying out a confidential survey of

Western Australian drivers on a before and after basis in regard to the
introduction of random breath testing in Westemn Australia?

(2) Is the Alcohol and Drug Authority conducting this survey on behalf of the
Police Department?

(3) Can he advise if this survey is being conducted in consultation or cooperation
with the Police Department and, if so, what part the Police Department is
taking in this matter?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1)-(2)
Yes.

(3) The survey is being conducted in close consultation and cooperation with the
Police Department, and the research proposal for the survey was approved by
the Traffic Board. The Police Department is responsible for the selection of
the potential respondents, and the addressing and mailing of the envelopes
containing the questionnaires and letters to the drivens. The survey is in
keeping with the commitment given to the community and the Parliament to
monitor random breath testing.
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HEALTH - ALCOHOL AND DRUG AUTHORITY
Random Breath Tests - Drivers' Opinion Survey

2064. Mr CASH to the Minister for Health:
(1) Is he aware of a survey being conducted by the Alcohol and Drug Authority to

detemiine motorists' views arn the effects of random breath testing?
(2) If yes, what steps are being taken to maintain confidentiality?
(3) Is the Police Department involved in the survey and, if so, in what area?

(4) When is the survey to be completed, and can he estimate the cost of the
survey?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) The Police Department is responsible for the selection of the potential
respondents, and the addressing and mailing of the envelopes containing the
questionnaires and letters to the drivers. However, all the anonymously
completed questionnaires are posted directly in a reply paid envelope to the
research section of the WA Alcohol and Drug Authority, and wil never be
returned to the Police Department. This procedure ensures that the personal
identity of all drivers who complete the questionnaires will never be known to
either the Police Department or the WA Alcohol and Drug Authority. All the
results analyses are being performed by the research section of the WA
Alcohol and Drug Authority. In addition, only grouped data will be presented
in the survey report. Respondents were specifically instructed not to write
their names on their questionnaires.

(3) Answered by (2) above.
(4) The report for the 'before" survey will be ready for release in February 1989.

Current planning is that the report for the first "after" survey will be ready for
release in June 1989, while the results of the final survey wil be included in
the report to be tabled in State Parliament as specified in section 5(4) of the
Act which introduced random breath testing. Estimated total cost of the three
surveys to both the Police Department and the WA Alcohol and Drug
Authority is $20 000.

TOURISM - MACKEREL ISLANDS PTY LTD
Long Island Relocation - Conservation and Land Management

Department

2065. Mr CASH to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

As the Department of Conservation and Land Management has allowed
WAPET to move onto Theventard Island, will. he allow Mackerel Islands Pry
Ltd to relocate to Long Island and set up a new tourist resort and, if not, why
not?

Mr HODGE replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.
TOURISM - WAPET

Thevenard Island - Conservation and Land Management Department
2066. Mr CASH to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Is she aware of the recent decision by the Department of Conservation and
Land Management to allow WAPET to move onto Thevenard Island, and the
concemn this has caused locals on the possible negative effects on the existing
tourist resort?

(2) Does she support the relocation of the existing tourist facility from Thevenard
Island to Long Island and, if not, why not?
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Mrs BEGGS replied:

(I) 1 am aware of the approval granted to WAPET to proceed with the Saladin oil
field development. I am also aware of the considerable discussions and
negotiation chat have taken place with regard to the possible effects of this
project on the operations of the existing tourist settlement.

(2) No. The report and recommendations of the Environmental Protection
Authority has stipulated that relocation, as suggested, is not an acceptable
option.

MARINE PARKS - FISHING
Recreational - Permission

2067. Mr CASH to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

(1) Is recreational fishing allowed within marine and national parks and, if not,
why not?

(2) (a) Is he aware of a request from the Western Australian Recreational and
Sport Fishing Council Inc to have a representative from that
organisation or other recreational fishery organisation represented on
the National Parks and Nature Conservation Authority in addition to
the existing representation from the Western Australian Fishing
Industry Council;

(b) if so. will he support such a request; and

(c) if not, why not?

Mr HODGE replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.

FISHING - TUNA
Long Line - New Zealand Legislation

2068. Mr CASH to the Minister for Fisheries:

(1) Is he aware of New Zealand legislation enacted in 1987 which prohibits tuna
long line fishing within 100 miles of the New Zealand coast?

(2) Will he provide a copy of a map indicating those parts of the Western
Australian coast which are currently available to the Japanese and/or other
foreign nations for the purpose of tuna long line fishing operations?

(3) (a) Is it considered there is a need to restrict tuna long line fishing
operations within 100 miles of the Western Australian coast;

(b) if not, why not; and

(c) if so, what action is he taking to have this restriction implemented by
the Australian Federal Government?

(4) Has he had discussions with the Federal Minister for Primary Industry on the
potential damage of tuna long line fishing operations off the Western
Australian coast and, if so, will he advise of the outcome of such discussions?

Mr GRILL replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.

FISHING - FOREIGN
"Fee Fishing Venture" Agreement - Federal, State Consultations

2069. Mr CASH to the Minister for Fisheries:

(1) Does he support the Federal Government's decision to enter into agreements
on a "fee fishing venture" basis with foreign based operators which are
unlikely to bring any benefits to the local fishing industry and which clearly
breach the Commonwealth guidelines covering foreign ffishing activities in the
Australian fishing zone which stipulate that priority be given fo ventures
which would benefit Australia before those which are foreign based?
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(2) Did the Federal Government consult with the State Government before
proceeding with offshore fishing agreements and, if not, does he believe it
would be prudent for the State Government to be involved in any negotiations
involving fishing operations off the Western Australian coast?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) No, I would not support a "fee fishing venture" in the ternms outlined by the

member. As a genera] policy the Western Australian Goverment would
prefer to see joint ventures rather than fee fishing ventures by foreign panties
off Western Australia. However, particular circumstances may act against a
joint venture, especially in the early stages of a fishing operation or where
substantial benefits are not seen to be flowing to the Australian community.
Sometimes in these circumstances it is preferable to have a short-term fee
paying venture rather than a joint venture of a kind which has only marginal
benefits to Australia.

(2) Yes. However, this is an area of Commonwealth jurisdiction and our
Fisheries Department advice is not always accepted.

FISHING -BAIT FISHERMEN
Metropolitan Beaches -Recreational Fishermen's Concern

2070. Mr CASH to the Minister for Fisheries:
(1) Is he aware of concern by some recreational fishermen at the activities of bait

fishermen operating close to the shoreline of metropolitan beaches?
(2) Is it believed that the netting of bait fish close to the shoreline could be a

contributing factor to the limited amount of food fish available to recreational
fishermen along the metropolitan coast?

(3) Does he propose any restrictions for the current bait fishermen: if not, why
not?

Mr GRILL replied:
(I) Yes.

(2) No.

(3) Yes. A draft management plan for the metropolitan purse seine fishery was
released for community discussion and comment during March 1988. 1 will
shortly be receiving a report from the Director of Fisheries on the public
submissions in response to the draft plan. Final decisions on the management
arrangements for this fishery impacting on the taking of bait fish by
commercial fishermen will be made next year.

PORTS AND HARBOURS - STEVEDORING
Joint Venture Operations - Legislation Amendments

2071. Mr CASH to the Minister for Transport:
Is the Government considering amendments to existing legislation which
would provide for the establishment of joint venture stevedoring operations
between port authorities, existing operators and the Waterside Workers
Federation and, if so, will he advise on the extent of negotiations to date and
the parties involved in negotiations?

Mr PEARCE replied:

Yes. So far the Albany. Esperance and Geraldton Port Authorities have
expressed the desire to participate in stevedoring joint ventures with the
Waterside Workers Federation. Negotiations by the part authorities have
progressed to different levels. However, none has yet been finalised.

TRANSPORT - NEWMAN REPORT
Public Access

2072. Mr CASH to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Will he make a copy of the Newman report available to interested members of
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the public To enable them to present submissions on the various matters raised
in the report as was done with the recently completed Travers Morgan report
for a rapid transit system for the northern suburbs and, if not, why not?

(2) Was a Maglev system considered for the northern corridor rapid transit system
link and, if not, why not?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) Copies of the Newman report have been available from my office to interested
members of the public for some time.

(2) The Maglev system was considered to be too costly, generally not sufficiently
proven, and therefore not appropriate for the northern suburbs project.

EDUCATION - TECHNICAL AND FURTHER EDUCATION
Small Craft Proficiency Certificate. Theory Course - Persons

Qualified. 1986-88
2073. Mr CASH to the Minister assisting the Minister for Education with TAFE:

How many persons have qualified in -

(a) 1986;
(b) 1987; and

(c) 1988
in the theory course offered by TAFE as part of the small craft proficiency
certificate which is issued by the Department of Marine and Harbours?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
The member will be advised in writing in due course.

BOATS - REGISTERED
Small Craft Proficiency Certificate - Persons Qualified

2074. Mr CASH to the Minister for Transport:

(1) How many boats are registered in Western Australia?

(2) How many persons have been issued with a final certificate in small craft
proficiency by the Department of Marine and Harbours?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) There are 61 755 private boats registered in Western Australia.
(2) Approximately 1 500 people have enrolled in the small craft proficiency

course conducted by TAFE in conjunction with the Department of Marine and
Harbours since its inception two and a half years ago, of whom 580 have been
issued with the certificate in small craft proficiency.

SHOPPING - SATURDAY AFTERNOON TRADING
Red Meat Restrictions - Lifting, Consideration

2075. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Labour:
(1) Has the Government considered lifting the 500 rng maximum weight

restriction on red meat purchases after 1.00 pm Saturdays?
(2) If so, when will the restriction be lifted?
(3) If not, why not?

Mr TROY replied:
(1)-(3)

A review of the operation and administration of the Retail Trading Hours Act
1987 and retail trading hours regulations 1988 will be held within 12 months
of the September 1988 proclamation.
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READYMIX GROUP, THE - GOSNELLS QUARRY
Relocation

2076. Mr FRED TUBBY to the Minister for Planning:

(1) (a) Is the relocation of the Readymix quarry at Gosnells proceeding
according to negotiations conducted in 1985-86?

(b) If not, why not?

(c) If so, when will quarrying cease on the front of the scarp, and when
will the rehabilitation of the site be completed?

Nit PEARCE replied:

The member will be advised in writing.
BEATT'IE, MR ROBERT - IPRISONMENT

Incurable Disease
2077. Mrt BRADSHAW to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Is a Mr Robert Beantie currently imprisoned?

(2) Is he suffering from an incurable disease?
(3) Will he be expected to finish the remainder of his sentence even though he is

suffering from extreme pain and a life threatening disease?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2)-(3)

The contents of medical records relating to a prisoner are considered to be
confidential.

PORTS AND HARBOURS - TUGBOATS
Kwinana, Fremantle - Combined Emergency Services Discussions

2078. Mr CASH to the Minister for Transport:

(1) (a) Did the Deputy Premier and Minister for Economic Development and
Trade advise him that the Fremnantle Port Authority, existing rug
operators and a number of maritime unions should commence
discussions to explore how the existing tug services at both Kwinana
and Fremantle could be combined and coordinated to provide a
flexible, efficient and cost-effective total port emergency response
service; and

(b) if so, on how many occasions did they meet, and what were the
conclusions reached by each of these pantics?

(2) If they did not meet, will he explain why the advice of the Deputy Premier and
Minister for Economic Development and Trade was not accepted?

Mr PEARCE replied:
The member will be advised in writing.

PORTS AND HARBOURS - TUGBOATS
Firefighting - Hazardous Cargo Vessels

2079: Mr CASH to the Minister for Transport:

(t) Is it usual for firefighting tugs to be in attendance when vessels carrying
hazardous cargoes are transiting waters controlled by the Fremantle Port
Authority?

(2) When vessels are lying alongside berths, is it usual for vessels carrying
hazardous cargoes to have access to adequate firefighting facilities?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) For the outer harbour - yes. Tugs are required to be manned as from the
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vessels* programmed times of departure from Gage Roads to go to Cockbumn
Sound.

for the inner harbour - no. Tugs are on duty as of when the vessels leave
Gage Roads to berth in the inner harbour.

(2) Yes. The Fremantle Pant Authority complies with the Association of
Australian Ports and Marine Authorities recommendations.

BP Refinery at Kwinana is a private berth where, until recently, a private
arrangement was in place for a fire and watch tug to be on duty to supplement
its firefighting facilities.

PORTS AND HARBOURS - TUGBOATS
Steaming Time - Kwinana Jetty-Fremantle Inner Harbour

2080. Mr CASH to the Minister for Transport:

What is the average steaming time for the tugs currently operating in
Cockbumn Sound from the Kwinana oil refinery jetty to the inner harbour,
Frenmantle?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(a) One a call out basis, two hours; and

(b) on a 24 hour fully manned tug, one hour.

PORTS AND HARBOURS - TUGBOATS
Emergency Service Proposal - Fremantle Port Tugs and Crews

2081. Mr CASH to the Minister for Transport:

0I) Will he outline the reasons for the proposed emergency response service and
the use of existing tugs and crews at the Port of Fremantle?

(2) Which companies were invited to tender or quote for the provision of this
service, and when were they formally invited to tender or quote for the
service?

(3) Who was the successful company?

(4) (a) How much is this service to cost; and

(b) for what period has a contract been entered into with the successful
company?

(5) (a) Did Fremantle tug operators advise that the Frenmantle based tug
Wambiri, which is equipped with emergency salvage and firefighting
equipment, could be provided to perform the emergency service at
little or no additional cost to port users; and

(b) if so, why was this offer not accepted?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) The results of the Bureau Veritas report show a need for an emergency

response service capable of firefighting and towage to be available for use in
the event of an emergency. The acceptable response time for that tug is one
hour. On a call out basis, none of the tugs in the Port of Fremantle could react
within the acceptable response time. Only 24 hour fully manned tug can react
within the acceptable time.

(2) The existing service is an interim measure until the overall integrated
Fremantle-Kwinana emergency management plan can be put in place.

(3) Utilisation of the existing P&O tug services at Kwinana on a reduced five
crew roster was considered the appropriate service to use as 95 per cent of
hazardous cargoes are handled in Cockbumn Sound.

(4) The cost of the interim emergency service is approximately $76 500 per
month over a one year period to fit in with the overall integrated
Premantle/Kwinana emergency management plan.
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(5) Yes. The no additional cost was based on a call out system which did not
comply with the Bureau Veritas acceptable emergency response timre. The "at
little cost to port users" is based on a 24 hour manned service which it is
believed will cost approximately $800 000 per annumn as Fremantle Tug
Operators has not given any definite cost to part users.

TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY - POLICE
Inquiries

2082. Mr CASH to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(1) Are the police continuing their investigations into the Teachers Credit
Society?

(2) When are these investigations likely to be completed and when are charges to
be laid in respect of these investigations?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

The member will be replied to in writing in due course.

FIRE - BRIGADES
Review - Recommendation Adoption

2083. Mr CASH to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(1) Following the review of' the Western Australian fire brigades, which
recommendation does the Government intend to adopt and implement?

(2) (a) Is the Government considering employing additional firefighters; and

(b) if so, how many, and when are these firefighters to be employed?

(3) (a) Is it intended to increase the crew size on any of the existing
appliances; and

(b) if so, which appliances and how many additional crew are proposed for
the respective appliances?

(4) What is the additional cost which will result from the adoption of various
recommendations by the Government?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) The review recommendations are being considered and developed by an
implementation committee. The final decision on their adoption and
implementation will take account of the outcome of the implementation
commuittee's deliberations.

(2) (a) The implementation committee, as adviser to the Minister, is
considering a number of options, some of which would involve
additional staff; and

(b) see (2)(a) above.

(3)-(4)
See (2)(a) above.

PORTS AND HARBOURS - TUGBOATS
Emergency Service Proposal - Government Payments

2084. Mr CASH to the Minister for Transport:

(1) How does the Government propose to pay for the costs associated with the
proposed emergency tug service?

(2) If a levy is to be imposed, wil he outline who is to be levied and the rate of
the levy?

(3) (a) Is this levy to be imposed by amendment to an Act, or by regulation;
and

(b) when is the levy to come into effect?

(4) (a) Has the proposed emergency tug service been discussed with the
Australian Chamber of Shipping Ltd and, if so, does it agree with the
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maniner in which the Government has implemented its proposal; and

(b) if not. why not?

Mr PEARCE replied:,

(1) By having the Fremantle Port Authority manage this commercial undertaking.

(2) There is no levy involved. A charge will be made on all vessels carrying
hazardous cargoes in the Port of Fremantle at the'rate of 18.50c a tonne with a
minimum charge of $50.

(3) (a) No levy is to be invoked. No amendment to an Act is required. FPA
regulation 305 allows for the charge; and

(b) the charge was introduced on 8 December 1988.
(4) (a) An open forum was held at the Chamber of Shipping. There are

differences of opinion in regard to the introduction of the services;
and

(b) not applicable.

HOUSING - HOM ES WEST
Private Separate Units - Purchases, 1983-87

2085. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Housing:

How many separate units of housing have been purchased from the private
sector by Homeswest in -

(a) the metropolitan area; and

(b) other than the metropolitan area

in the following financial years -

(i) 1983-84;
(ii) 1984-85;

(iii) 1985-86;
(iv), 1986-87;

(V) 1997-88; and

(vi) 1 July 1988 to 30 November 1988?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

2086.

() (i) 83;
(ii) 387;
(iii) 284;
(iv) 80;
(v) 289; and
(vi) 147 - to 30 November 1988; and

(b) (i) nil;
00i 50;
(iii) 37;
(iv) 22;
(v) 36; and
(vi) 39 - to 3.0 Noyember 1988.

HEALTH - ROSS RIVER FEVER
Cases Identified

Mr BRADSHfAW to the Minister for Health:

(1) How many cases of Ross River fever have been identified in the last 12
months in the Australind-Clifton Park-Eaton area?

(2) How many cases of Ross River fever have been identified in the Peel-Murray
area in the last* 12 months?
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(3) How many cases of Ross River fever have been identified in Western
Australia in the last 12 months?

(4) What action has been taken to reduce the mosquito -population in the
Australind, Clifton Park and Eaton areas in the last two years?

(5) What action is intended to reduce the mosquitos; in the Australind, Clifton
Park and Eaton areas?

Mr WILSON replied:

Since the beginning of December 1987 there have been eight cases of Ross
River virus infection identified in the Australind-Clifton Park-Eaton area and
16 in the Peel-Murray area. The Western Australian total over the same
period has been 42.

(4) Drainage of saltmarsh areas at Point Douro - near the mouth of the Collie
River - and at the beginning of the SCM Chemicals pipeline at Australind was
undertaken in early 1987, using a locally invented rotary ditching machine
known as a "spinner". In addition, larvicide has been regularly applied by the
City of Bunbury at the Pelican Point area opposite Eaton.

(5) The Health Department will be consulting with the Shire of Harvey over
possible improvements to the drainage of the saltmarsh area at Point Douro,
with a view to reducing the level of mosquito breeding in this area. The
department also maintains a capability for the emergency control of adult
mosquitoes, and this will be made available to assist the local governments in
this area if a significant public health threat should arise. In addition, the
department intends to undertake research in 1989 to 'ascertain whether a
significant contribution to the mosquito populations in this area is being made
from breeding in the saltinarshes along the Leschenault Peninsula. Th1e
species concerned are known to be able to disperse up to 20 kilometres in
search of bloodmeals.

PLANNING - MAURICE HAMER PARK
Control - Bad Maintenance

2087. Mis MENSAROS to the Miister for Planning:

(1) Is it a fadt that Maurice Hamner Park in Floreat Waters is not controlled by the
City of Stirling but directly by the State Planning Commission?

(2) Is he aware that this park is badly neglected, with the grass not cut, paths
broken and children's play facilities in bad repair?

(3) Will he see that the control of this park is given to the local authority, which
property maintains areas under its responsibility?

(4) If not, why not?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) ,Yes. The State Planning Commission directly controls Maurice Namer Park.

(2) The State Planning Commission was advised that the area is not in bad repair
and ongoing maintenance is carried out. Mowing is carried out every 10 days.

(3) Yes. The State Planning Cormmission has been attempting to hand over
management and vesting of the reserve to the City of Stirling but so far
without success.

(4) See (3) above.

AGED - RETIREMENT VILLAGES
Stamp Duties. Unit Valuations - Government Action

2088. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Aged:

Having undertaken to initiate remedial action to my parliamentary grievances,
viz -
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(a) stamp duty payable on the cost of food and cleaning in lodges of
retirement villages; and

(b) individual valuation of units in the lodges of retirement villages which
results in the minimum local government rates payable by
owner/occupiers,

can the Minister inform the House what action, if any, has been taken in these
matters so far?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
The member will receive an answer in writing.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT - PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT
Geraldeon - Site Consideration

2089. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:
(1) What consideration was given to siting the proposed petrochemical plant at

Geraldton?
(2) If no consideration was given to Geraldton, why was this alternative ignored?

Mr PARKER replied:
(IXI) Yes. A broad review of infrastructure, transport, industrial land,

environmental aspects and cost factors covered the whole of the State
including Geraldton.

(2) Geraldton and other centres did not have the advantages of Kwinana.

WA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION - WA DIAMOND TRUST
Diamonds - Further Processing

2090. Mr COURT to the Premier:

(1) Are any diamonds received by the WADC - as manager for the WA Diamond
Trust - yet made available for further processing in Western Australia?

(2) How many persons are employed by the WADC in managing the WA
Diamond Trust in marketing diamonds?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) Three employees are involved in the marketing of the trust's diamonds.

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION - COAL
Purchase Contracts - New Power Stations

2091. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:
Is it correct to assume that no new long term coal purchase contract will have
to be negotiated for the supply of coal to the SEC as existing contracts will
either accommodate, or can be amended to accommodate, any new power
station when it is constructed?

Mr PARKER replied:
No. Coal for a new power station will be provided for under new contractual
arrangements.

PORTS AND HARBOURS - BUNBURY
Free Port - Implementation

2092. Mr COURT to the Minister for The South West:
The Government announced in 1983 and again in 1984 that it would move to
create the Port of Bunbury as a free port.
(I) Has this been implemented yet?

(2) If not, why not?
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Wr GRILL replied:

The Government has not commuitted itself to the establishment of a free port in
Bunbury. However, the South West Development Authority has been
working for some time on a free trade zone concept for Bunbury.
The South West Development Authority has worked closely with and
monitored established zones throughout the world. It has established a
working relationship with the first and most successful free trade zone,
Shannon in Ireland.

The parameters for successful establishment of a free trade zone in Bunbury
have always been -

(a) It is commercially viable; and

(b) it will attract substantial overseas participation.

Shannon is no longer a free trade zone and relies on straight Government
sponsored incentives to attract industry. This is now the dominant trend in
previous free trade zones both in Europe and in Asia.
When and if the South West Development Authority demonstrates commercial
viability and direct benefits to the State, this Government will act.

GOLD BANK - GOLD CORPORATION
Members

2093. Mr COURT to The Premier:
(1) Who are the members of the board of Gold Bank or Gold Banking

Corporation?
(2) On what basis have they been appointed?

(3) On whose recommendation were these members appointed?
(4) What are the qualifications of these appointees?

(5) What remuneration is paid?

Mr& PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) John Horgan (Chairman) is a qualified accountant and as Chairn of the
Western Australian Development Corporation oversaw the development of the
international gold program now being implemented by Gold Corporation.

Tom Lang (Deputy Chairman) is an accountant and a director of public
companies.
John Adams is a lawyer and a director of public companies.

Dwane Buckland is a graduate of Stanford University's executive program
and managing director of a major WA public company.

Bill Clark OBED is a distinguished banker, having been Chief General
Manager. Corporate and International, of the Commonwealth Bank of
Australia, General Manager of the former Commonwealth Trading Bank and
foundation Chairman and Managing Director of the Papua New Guinea
Banking Corporation.

Don Mackay-Cogbill (Chief Executive Officer) is an acknowledged
international authority on the gold industry and masterminded the
outstandingly successful international marketing of the Knigerrand and other
gold products.
Michael Naylor (Deputy Chief Executive) was responsible for the
implementation of the international gold program, including the
redevelopment of the WA Mint and the development of the Australian
Nugget, prior to the formation of GoldCorp Australia, Gold Corporation's
predecessor.
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Brian Bath (Managing Director, Western Australian Mint) has spent most of
his working life in the mining and engineering industries and prior to joining
GOddCorp Australia in 1986 was managing director of a substantial company
supplying equipment to the South African gold and coal industries.
Nigel Desebrock (Managing Director, ColdCorp Australia) has had many
years experience at the most senior levels in the international marketing of
gold products.

(2) Under section 5 of the Gold Banking Corporation Act.

(3) Answered by (2).

(4) Answered by (1).
(5) The non executive directors receive normal directors' fees set in accordance

with schedule 1 of the Act. The executive directors do not receive any
directors' fees in addition to their salaries.

PLANNING - SWAN BREWERY SITE
Redevelopment - Car Park Building

2094. Mr COURT to the Minister for Transport:

In answer to question 1842 of 1988, he said the car park for the redevelopment
of the old Swan Brewery site will be between 200 and 500 bays. Would a 500
bay car park require a multistorey building or would it all be on the one level?

Mr PEARCE replied:

I have already advised the member in Parliament that it is not planned to
construct a multistorey car park at the brewery.

COMMUNICATIONS - NETWORK
Public Sector - Establishment

2095. Mr COURT to the Premier:

(1) Has the Governmuent finalised negotiations for the establishment of a public
sector communications network in this State?

(2) If yes, who will be providing this network?

(3) When will this network be in operation?

(4) What are the anticipated savings to the Government on the establishment of
this network?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

(3) The Government has deferred further consideration of the proposed strategy of
coordination of public sector telecommunications pending advice from the
Department of Computing and Information Technology on the implications of
pending changes to the national telecommunications policy framework.

(4) Depending on the implementation strategy which the Government decides
upon, savings in the order of $46 million in 1988 dollars over 10 years could
be realised.

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION - POWER LINES
Vandalism - Counteraction

2096. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) What steps are being taken by the State Energy Commission to counteract the
vandalism of power lines during the school holidays?

(2) Where is it anticipated that this vandalism of power lines will be the greatest?

(3) What axe the most common ways the power lines are damaged?
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(4) What are the dangers to the people involved?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) SECWA has been conducting a campaign to combat vandalism over the past
two years. Assistance has been sought from the Police Departmnent and
Neighbourhood Watch committees in various areas. SECWA has offered
monetary rewards for information leading to the conviction of vandals.

(2) Vandalism occurs throughout the metropolitan area. A higher incidence has
been experienced in the past in areas such as Mirrabooka, B alga and Canning
Vale.

(3) Metal chains, banding wire, etc, are thrown over overhead lines.

(4) Falling wires and debris from explosions. Possibility of electrocution.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMIVSSION - SPEDLEY SECURITIES
LTD

Loan Funds

2097. Mr COURT to the Premier:

(1) Is it prudent for the SQIC to have loan funds in Spedleys, an organisation
believed to be operating on the periphery of the finance industry, putting the
funds at greater risk than is normal for the SGIC?

(2) What was the security provided with the loans to Spedleys?

(3) Have the SGIC's investment practices been modified in recent months?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) The State Government Insurance Commi ssion believes that the transaction
with Spedley Securities Ltd on a current short term basis is within the scope of
its commercial dealings as a financial institution.

(2) The unsecured deposits are with Spedileys Securities Ltd, a merchant bank and
wholly owned subsidiary of Spedley Holdings Ltd, which is a diversified
financial group.

(3) The SGIC has been implementing an investment strategy and administration
practices and procedures as recommended by its consultants, Australian Index
Money Managers of Sydney, over the past five months.

ROTH WELLS LTD - GOVERNMENT GUARANTEE
Authority - Treasury Officials

2098. Mr COURT to the Premier:.

(1) .Under what authority did the Goverrnent provide the $150 million guarantee
to Rothwells?

(2) Were Treasury officials involved in preparing the guarantee?

(3) If the guarantee is called upon, from what source of Government will the
funds be provided?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Consistent with the practice of successive Governments, the guarantee was by
way of a Treasurer's surety.

(2) Yes.

(3) Consolidated Revenue Fund.

GOLDROCK INVESTMENTS Ml LTD - AUDITOR GENERAL
Report - Audited Accounts

2099. Mr COURT to the Deputy Premier:

Have the audited accounts of Goidrock Investments Pty Ltd been found yet
following the Auditor General's report that he had not seen Goldrock's books
and records because the new owner had not supplied them for audit?
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Mr PARKER replied:
Exim Corporation's interest in Goidrock Investments was sold to a private
parry on 30 July 1987 by Favonius Nominees Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary
of Exim. Corporation. Exirn Corporation has had no further involvement in
Goidrock Investments Pry Ltd since that date. The responsibility to prepare
and lodge audited accounts rests with the new owners.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT - ALUMINIUM SMELTERS
South West - Negotiations

2100. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) At what stage are negotiations for the establishment of an aluminium smelter
in the south west of this State?

(2) When is it anticipated that final negotiations will be completed?

(3) Is the Government negotiating to take an equity position in this project?
(4) If yes, what is the extent of the Government's involvement?

Mr PARKER replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.

ROTHWELLS LTD - GOVERNMENT GUARANTEE
Government Agencies - Deposits

2101. Mr COURT to the Premier:

(I) Since the Government issued a $150 million guarantee to Rothwells Ltd, how
many of its instrumentalities deposited funds with Rothwells?

(2) Were deposits made by the Western Australian Development Corporation,
Exirn, the State Government Insurance Commirission or the Lotteries
Commission?

(3) While this guarantee has been in place, has the Governent by agreement
deposited funds with any corporation on the basis that the corporation would
deposit its funds with Rothwells Ltd?

(4) if yes, would the Government detail these arrangements?

Mir PETER DOWDING replied:

The detail sought in this question will take some time to collate and an answer
will be provided in due course.

STATE GOVERNMENT - RESERVE BANK
Gold -Borrowings

2102. Mr COURT to the Premier:

(1) How much gold did the Government borrow from the Reserve Bank in the last
fintancial year?

(2) -Under what conditions was this gold borrowed?
(3) Is the gold borrowed by the Treasury or by Gold Banking Corporation?
(4) How does the price of gold affect the financial position of Gold Banking

Corporation in relation to these borrowings?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1)-(3)

Borrowing of gold from the Reserve Bank of Australia is by Gold Corporation
and is covered by a formal agreement between the RBA and the corporation.
Normal practice is for the detailed terms of agreements between the R-BA and
financial institutions to remain confidential.

(4) Gold drawn down under the RBA facility is taken up as a current asset -
physical gold - and is offset by a compensating current liability - physical gold
borrowing. Both the asset and the liability are valued at dhe market price
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for accounting purposes. The value of the asset is included in total assets for
the purposes of monitoring the corporation's gearing.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT HOLDINGS LTD - DIRECTORS
Fees

2103. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) Who are the directors of Western Australian Government Holdings Ltd?
(2) What fees are these directors being paid?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) W.C. Heron;
R. Bowe; and
J. McKee.

(2) Nil.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT - PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT
Funded Debt - Risk

2104. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(L) Will the Government confinn its commitment that the petrochemical project is
to be 100 per cent debt funded without recourse to the owners?

(2) What is the risk involved with this funding up until the completion of this
project?

Mr PARKER replied:

(l)-(2)
Loan finance is being raised on the basis that it will be repayable exclusively
from the operating cash surpluses of the Kwinana petrochemical project.

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT - STATE GOVERNMENT
Duplication of Services - Savings

2105. Mr COURT to the Premier:

(1) What savings has he been able to achieve this year by cutting out duplication
between Federal and State Goverrnent programs?

(2) Have his Government's investigations revealed examples where unnecessary
duplication occurs?

(3) If yes. what are these examples?

(4) What action has been taken to correct this situation?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

This question will be answered in writing in due course.

MINERALS - URANIUM M[NING
Federal Policy Changes - State Input

2106. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) What input is the State Government having into the ALP's review of its
uranium policy?

(2) When is it anticipated the State will know whether it can proceed with the
development of its large uranium deposits?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) As I am a member of that commrittee it is anticipated that there will be

substantial input. Various relevant Government departments will also be
required to give briefings on the State resources.

(2) The timetable for the review committee is unclear at this stage-
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MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - PREMIER
WA Inc Activities - August Support, Newspaper Article

2107. Mir COURT to the Premier:

Does he still stand by his August support of the WA Inc activities as cited by
him in the Sunday Times for 28 August 1988?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
I am unable to find the reference the member refers to.

GOLD CORPORATION - TAX HOLIDAY

2108. Mr COURT to the Premier
(1) Is the Gold Banking Corporation being granted a tax holiday from ihe State

Government?
(2) If yes, how long will these concessions apply?
(3) What is the anticipated cost to the Government in revenue forgone?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(I)-(3)

The member has apparently forgotten the response to his question 1090 on 14
September 1988.

ROADS - MOUNTS BAY ROAD
Swan Brewery Site-Narrows Interchange - Roadworks Cost

2109. Mr COURT to the Minister for Transport:
(1) What is the total cost of the roadway realignments and associated roadworks

being undertaken between the old brewery site and the Narrows Interchange
on Mounts Bay Road?

(2) When is it estimated the works will be completed?
(3) Is it intended work will continue during January 1989?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) The estimated cost of the roadworks between the old brewery site and the

Narrows Interchange is $900 000.
(2)-(3)

The roadworks will be completed to the sealed stage and the roadway returned
to four lane operation by 23 December. It is proposed to resurface the
roadway with asphalt in late January 1989 and instal a median barrier on
some sections in March-April 1989.
In addition to the above works it is also proposed to widen the roadway and
install a median barrier between the old brewery and Quarry Point during the
period May-July L989 at an additional estimated cost of $430 000.

ROADS - MOUNTS BAY ROAD.
Swan Brewery Site - Car Park Construction

2110. Mr COURT to the Minister for Transport:

With regard to the restoration works being undertaken on the old brewery site
in Mounts Bay Road -

(1) Is a car park to be constructed on the Kings Park side of Mournts Bay
Road?

(2) Is the car park to be multilevel?

(3) How many parking bays are to be created in the proposed car park?
(4) Who will operate any proposed car park?

(5) What will be the total height of the proposed car park?
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Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No.
(3) 200.
(4) Not yet determ-iined.
(5) Ground level.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION - PETROCHEMICAL
PROJECT

Investment - Shareholding
2111. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) Has the Stare Government Insurance Commission invested directly in the
petrochemical project?

(2) If yes, what has this investnent cost?
(3) What is the SOIC's sharebolding?
Mr PARKER replied:
(1) No.
(2)-(3)

Not applicable.
WAThR RESOURCES - WATER AUTHORITY

"Water Resources in the Twenry-first Century for This
State" - Printing

2112. Mr COURT to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) Has the Water Authority of Western Australia completed and printed its policy

paper 'Water Resources in the Twenty-first Century for This State"?

(2) If yes. when will this be released publicly?
(3) Are there any specific reasons for the delay in its publication?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1)-(3)

2113. Mr
(1)

(2)
Mir

(1)

Ihave received the publication entitled "Water Resources in the Twenty-first
Century for This State" prepared for me by the Water Resources Council. I
am studying this report and propose to release it as soon as possible.

YOUTH - FUTURE PLUS
Perth Cultural Centre - Launch Cost, Attendance

COURT to the Premier
With reference to the launch of the Future Plus youth package held on
Monday, '12 December 1988 at the Perth Cultural Centre, what were the
itemised expenses incurred for the launch?
How many people attended the launch?

PETER DOWDING replied:
Specific expenses for the launch of Future Plus on Monday, 12 December
are -

Primary products promotion
Demonstration $310
Equipment hire 52
Ice 24
Contract Cleaning 3
Total $4

6528 [ASSEMBLY]



[Thursday, 15 December 1988] 62

Final accounts for stage hand and labour costs are yet to be received -

estimated to be approximately $200.

(2) No official attendance estimate was made. However, TVW Channel 7 news at
6.00 pmn on Monday, 12 December estimated that "thousands" of young
Western Australians participated in the launch of Future Plus.

WA GOVERNMENT HOLDINGS LTD - PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIES CO LTD
Funds Lent - Source

2114. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

From what source did WA Govenrment Holdings Ltd receive the funds lent to
the Petrochemical Industries Co Ltd prior to its non recourse finance package
being arranged?

Mr PARKER replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.
EXCHEQUER CORPORATION LTD - GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS

2115. Mr HASSELL to the Premier:

(1) Does the Goverrnent have any contracts or contractual arrangements with
Exchequer Corporation Ltd or Exchequer Consulting Group?

(2) If so, what are those contracts or arrangements?

(3) What do they require by way of payments?

(4) In particular do -
(a) the Premier's Department;

(b) the Treasury;

(c) the State Government Insurance Commission;

(d) the State Government Insurance Office;

(e) the Western Australian Development Corporation; and

(f) the Goveinment Employees Superannuation Fund

have any contract or arrangement with Exchequer Corporation Ltd or
Exchequer Consulting Group?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.

DOWDING, REVEREND KEITH - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT
2116. Mr HASSELL to the Premier:

(1) Is the Reverend Keith Dowding employed or engaged by the Government or
any of its agencies?

(2) If so, in what capacity, on what terms and on what remuneration?

(3) If no, when did the engagement of the Reverend Keith Dowding by the
Government cease?

Mr PETER DOWDIN4G replied:

(t) No.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) 26 July 1988.
SHOPPING -SATURDAY AFTERNOON TRADING

Red Meat Restrictions - Lifting Consideration
2117. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Labour:

(1) Has the Government considered lifting the 500 grams maximumn weight
restriction on red meat purchases after 1.00 pm on Saturdays?
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(2) If so, when will the restriction be lifed?
(3) If not, why not?

Mr TROY replied:
[ refer the member to the reply of question 2075, 1988.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT - PETROCHEMCAL PROJECT
Government Involvement Formaisation - Gas, Electricity Price

Renegotiation
2118. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(I) Prior to or since the completion of the formnalisation of the Governent's
involvement with the petrochemical project, was the previously agreed price
of gas or any of its components renegotiated and reduced?

(2) If so, what was the percentage reduction?
(3) Prior to or since the completion of the formalisation of the Government's

involvement with the petrochemical project, was the previously agreed price
of electricity or any of its components renegotiated and reduced?

(4) If so, what was dhe percentage reduction?
Mr PARKER replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) No.
(4) Not applicable.

SMITH, R.M. & CO - GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS
Government Department - Obligations

2119. Mr HASSELL to the Premier:

(1) With what department or agency of Government was the contract with R.M.
Smith and Co, which he has suspended, in place?

(2) What were the obligations of that contract on R.M. Smith and Co?
(3) When was the contract arranged?

(4) Who made the arrangements for the contract?
(5) What remuneration was payable under the contract?
(6) What tota] remuneration has been paid to date under the con tract?

(7) Was R.M. Smith and Co engaged to undertake any work in Parliament House
or any parliamentary office?

(8) If so, what work, and when was it carried out?

(9) Who in Government service or engagement had immediate responsibility for
instructing or directing work to be carried out by R.M. Smith and Co?

(10) When was work last carried out by the company for the Government?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) The Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet.
(2) To carry out security checks.
(3) March 1987.
(4) The director general of the above department.

(5) It is not normal to disclose the fees paid to consultants. In this case, to
disclose the fee would indicate the frequency of checks being done,
information which may be exploited by unscrupulous individuals.

(6) See answer to'part (5).
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(7) 1[understand my office at Parliament House was checked by the company.

(8) See answer to pan (7).
(9) See answer topan (4).

(10) This detail is a matter of security and will not be disclosed.

STATE FINANCE - REMUNERATION
Temporary Reduction, 1983 - Persons Exempted

2120. Mr HASSELL to the Premier:

(1) How many persons were granted exemption from the provisions of the
temporary reduction in remuneration in 1983?

(2) What were the approximate numbers and classifications of those granted
exemption on compassionate grounds?

(3) Were any Labor Party members of Parliament granted exemption?

Mr PETER DOWDINJG replied:

(1) 110.
(2) 110 persons from various classifications whose earnings were above the

notional salary of $29 500 per annum were granted exemptions on the ground
of financial hardship.

(3) No members of Parliament applied for or were granted exemptions.
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT - PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT

Western Australian Government Holdings Ltd - Interim Finance,
Borrowings

2121. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) In connection with the interim finance arranged by Western Australia
Government Holdings Ltd for the petrochemical project, how much -

(a) has been borrowed; and

(b) is proposed to be borrowed?

(2) What is the source of the borrowings?

(3) What is the term?

(4) What is the rate of interest?

(5) What security has been taken in favour of the State and has it been executed
and registered?

(6) What arrangement has been made with Bond Corporation for it to share in the
interim finance borrowings?

(7) Will Bond Corporation be, directly, party to the borrowings arrangements?

(8) If not, why not?

(9) What recourse will the Government have against Bond Corporation for its
share of borrowings and interest and other charges?

(10) What security will be registered against Bond Corporation for this recourse?

(11) What action will the Government take if non recourse finance is not organised
within six months?

(12) Has the Governor's approval been sought to any guarantee of or in connection
with the borrowings under section 5 of the Northern Mining Corporation
(Acquisition) Act?

(13) Is any such approach proposed?

(14) Is any guarantee of the interim fiance proposed, or has it been considered or
discussed?

(15) Has any agreement or instrument been entered into under section 6 of the said
Act?
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(16) Has any person been authorised to execute an agreement or instruiment under
section 6 of the said Act?

(17) If so, who, and in particular has Mr Kevin Edwards been so authorised?
(18) Can he reassure the House that -

(a) non recourse finance will be arranged for the project;
(b) arrangements will be completed within a short period; and
(c) all liability, including liability under any guarantee for the interim

finance, will be released within four months?

Mr PARKER replied:
(041L8)

I am advised that WACH has arranged an overdraft facility to enable
preparatory work to proceed while project finance is being arranged. The
facility is at normal overdraft rates and conditions.
Advances of interim finance by WAGH to PICL will be secured by a first
registered charge over PICL's assets and undertakings.
No arrangement has been made with the Bond Corporation to participate in
interim financing. This is not necessary since the interim finance will be
repaid in full when project finance becomes available.
No guarantees have been given and no recourse has been made to powers
contained in the Northern Mining Corporation (Acquisition) Act in relation to
the constmuction and operation of the Kwinana petrochemical project.
On the basis of advice given to me, I can give a reassurance not only that
project finance will be arranged but that discussions on the package are
proceeding satisfactorily and should be concluded within a short period.

CRIME - SEXUAL ASSAULTS
Increase - Censorship Laws

2122. Mr HASSELL to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Does the Minister believe the increase of reported sexual assaults in the past
five years is due to the censorship laws of the current Federal and State
Governments?

(2) If not, what is believed to be the cause of these increases?
(3) Has the Federal Attorney General been advised of the yearly increases of

sexual assaults in Western Australia?

(4) When censorship laws are being reviewed federally and in Western Australia,
are such statistics taken into account?

Mr GRILL replied:

The member will be advised in writing.

ECONOMY - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
Establishment - Participants

21.23. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) When will the Government be establishing its economic development advisory
council, first outlined publicly nearly two years ago?

(2) Who has agreed to participate in this advisory council?

Mr PARKER replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE - ENERGY POLICY AND PLANNING
UNr

State Electricity Commission -Independence
2124. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) Is the energy policy and planning unit within his department independent of
the State Electricity Commnission of Western Australia?

(2) What personnel are employed within this unit and what are their qualifications
and experience?

Mr PARKER replied:
The member will be advised. in writing in due course.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE - GENERAL POLICY UNIT
Function - Economic Development Council

2125. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:
(1) What is the function of the general policy unit within his department?
(2) How will this unit relate to the proposed economic development council?
(3) Is the small business sector to be considered and addressed by his general

policy unit and the economic development council?
Mr PARKER replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT - ADVANCED MATERIALS PARK

Jervoise Bay - Companies' Interest
2126. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) What companies have expressed interest in establishing operations at the
Advanced Materials Park near Jervoise Bay?

(2) What funds are being committed by the Government to this park?
Mr PARKER replied:
(1) The Government is continuing commercial in-confidence discussions with

several local, Eastern States and overseas companies with a view to their
locating in the Advanced Materials Part at Rockingham.

(2) The Government has allocated $2.9 million from the 1988-89 Capital Works
Budget for the development of the part.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT - POWER STATION, COAL-FIRED
Coolansgatta - Coal Delivery. Road Relocation

2127. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:
In planning the new coal-fired power station to be built at Coolangatta near
Collie, will the delivery of coal necessitate the relocation of any existing
roads?

Mr PARKER replied:
There are no arrangements in place yet for supply of coal to the new power
station near Collie. Consequently planning for transport of coal has not bees
fully addressed.

ENERGY - ELECTRICITY
Consumption - Estimated Annual Growth

2128. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:
(1) What is the estimated annual growth in electricity consumption in Western

Australia over the next five years?
(2) What is dhe present installed megawatt capacity of the interconnected grid

system?
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(3) (a) When is it planned that the new Hitachi turbines purchased by the SEC
will be installed;

(b) what is the megawatt capacity of the new turbines;, and

(c) will this new generating capacity be gas. coal or oil fired?
Mr PARKER replied:

(1) The estimated annual average growth rate in electricity sales over the next five
years is eight per cent.

(2) 2100 MWs.

(3) (a) The planned commissioning dates for the five turbines currently on
order with Hitachi are -

October 1989
November 1989
December 1989
March 1990
April 1990

(b) Nominally 35MWs but dependent on atmospheric conditions.

(c) Predominantly gas with some provision for oil firing as an alternative.

TRANSPORT - RAILWAYS
Elecrfied Service, Northern Suburbs -Proposed Route

2129. Mr CASH to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Will he table a copy of the proposed route of the northern suburbs rail link
which he claimed in Parliament in November would be carrying passengers
within the next 12 months?

(2) H-as he or his department met with representatives of contractors who are
interested in provi ding a guided bus rapid transit system along the freeway to
the northern suburbs at far less cost than the proposed rail link and, if not, why
not?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) Alternate routes for the northern suburbs railway are still being considered and
will be examined as part of a Transport and Master Plan study commencing
immirediately.

(2) The consortium of consultants, headed by Travers Morgan Pty Ltd.
investigated alternative rapid transit systems types including buses on a guided
busway. These consultants are sufficiently familiar with the benefits and costs
of the system for it to be unnecessary for further consultation with contractors
interested in providing the system.

PORTS AND HARBOUIRS - TUGBOATS
Emergency Service Proposal - Cost Contributor

2130. Mr CASH to the Minister for Transport:

(1) With respect to the decision involving the emergency response tug service,
who is to be required to contribute to the cost of this new service and how and
at what rate is the charge to be levied?

(2) Will he define "hazardous cargo"; and is there to be a distinction between
different types of hazardous cargo and, if so, on what basis?

(3) Will he clearly define any minimrum charge which is to apply and whether
"each shipment" is to refer to each ship or such container or parcel of
hazardous cargo carried on the ship?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) It is not a levy. It is an interim charge of 18.5c per torne of all hazardous

cargo entering or leaving the Port of Frernantle with a minimum charge of
$50.
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(2) There are approximately 35 000 substances classified as 'hazardous cargoes"
under the International Maritime Organisation code of dangerous goods by
which the Fremantle Port Authority is guided.

(3) A minimumn of $50 will be charged. Cargoes in excess of 270 tonnes will be
charged for at a rate of 18.5c per trnne of hazardous substances.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT - PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT
First Boston Corporation - Funding Package

2131. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(I) Is First Boston Corporation still involved in putting together the Blinrding
package for the petrochemical project?

(2) If yes

(a) when is it anticipated this funding package will be in place; and

(b) will it still be a 100 per cent non recourse package for the
Government?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) 1 am advised that PICL is in the process of raising project finance for the
construction of the Kwinana petrochemical complex and has retained Credit
Suisse First Boston Corporation as an advisor;

P[CL is currently evaluating submissions from a number of international
banks who have expressed interest in arranging and underwriting project
finance with a view to nominating a lead manager.

(2) (a) I am advised that project finance will be available before the end of
the current financial year.

(b) See the answer to question 2104.
WESTERN COLLIERIES LTD - ROTHWELLS LTD

Overnight Withdrawal - Legal Action
2132. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) Has the Government been advised that the overnight withdrawal of $6 million
from Western Collieries to Rothwells Ltd could result in legal action being
taken involving Government advisers and Ministers?

(2) Has it also received advice, in particular relating to the $1.5 milion
prepayment for coal, that Governiment advisers and Ministers may be involved
in legal action?

(3) If yes, when was that advice given?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) No.

(2) No.

(3) Not applicable.

ROTH WELLS LTD -GOVERNMENT FUNDING
Continuation -Inaccurate information

2133. Mr COURT to the Premier

(1) Why did the Government continue pumping funds into Rothwells Ltd up until
the last minute before a provisional liquidator was called in when it knew that
it was given inaccurate information about Rothwells when it backed its rescue
after the sharemarket crash last year?

(2) When did the Government become aware that it had received inaccurate
information?

(3) What action has it taken to notify the public of this inaccurate information in
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the light of the fact they have been encouraged to continue depositing funds
with Rothwelis Lid up until the time a provisional liquidator was called in?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

The premise on which the question is based is false. The Government has not
said "it was given inaccurate information" in October 1987. 1 have said that it
is quite possible, even highly likely, the Government was not given accurate
information. I have also said that the time to pursue that issue will be when
we have a final liquidator's report. The Government has asked the provisional
liquidatorto investigate the circumstances of October 1987.

1 made it clear in my ministerial statement at the time why the Government
authorised the deposit of funds in Rorhwe [Is immediately prior to the
appointment of a provisional liquidator.

(3) The Government did not encourage people to continue depositing funds in
Rothwells.

ROTH WELLS LTD -GOVERNMENT FUNDING
Continuation -Inaccurate Information

2 134. Mr COURT to the Premier:

(I) Why did the Government continue pumping funds into Rothwells Ltd up until
the last minute before a provisional liquidator was called in when it knew that
it was given imaccurate information about Rorhwells when it backed its rescue
after the sharernarket crash last year?

(2) When did the Government become aware it had received inaccurate
information?

(3) What action has it taken to notify the public of this inaccurate information in
light of the fact they have been encouraged to continue depositing funds with
Rothwells Limited up until the time a provisional liquidator was called in?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

Same as question 2133.

STATE SUPERANNUATION BOARD - BROCKLEY INVESTMENTS
Holding

2135. Mr COURT to the Premier:

(1) Does the State Superannuation Board still have a holding in Brockley
Investments along with interests held by Mr Robert Martin?

(2) Has the Rural and Industries Bank put a proposal to the State Superannuation
Board to rationalise its holding in Brockley Investments?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Yes. The board currently holds four million shares in Brockleys.

(2) No.

TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY - LOSSES
Balance Sheet Allowance - Government Allowance

2136. Mr COURT to the Premier

(1) As the last balance sheet for Teachers Credit Society shows an allowance for
$152 milion in losses, why is the Government quoting a figure of $125
million?

(2) If the Rural arid Industries Bank - which has paid $107.7 million for the
commercial debt portfolio - inds that it in fact loses money on the deal, is
there a Government indemnity to cover those additional losses?

Mr PET7ER DOWDING replied:

(1) The $152 million relates to a provision for losses on loans and advances. The
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$125 milion is the overall deficiency after raking into account all other assets.
(2) No. There is no indemnity if the bankc is unable to recover the value which it

assessed as being a fair and reasonable value for the assets.
TRANSPORT - SHIPPING

Government Shipbuilding Deal - Financial Commitment
2137. Mr COURT to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Would the Government give details of the financial commnitment made by the
State Government for the project outlined in The Australian newspaper of 9
December 1988 under the heading "WA Inc in offshore ships deal" outlining a
proposal for three ocean going ships to be built in Western Australia?

(2) Would the Government give derails of the financial comnmitment made by the
State Government for this project?

(3) Who will actually own these ships to be used by Stateships?
Mr PEARCE replied:

The Government has given a commitment that the three new ships for
Stateships will be built at Australian Shipbuilding Industries (WA) Pry Ltd in
Western Australia and nor overseas as has previously been the case. A
number of bodies have expressed interest in owning the ships and chartering
them to Stateships. The options in this regard are currently under review by
the Treasury Department, the Department of Transport and Stateships.

STATE FINANCE - WESTERN AUSTRALIAN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
GRANT SCHEME

Grants Issued - Cost
2138. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) How many individual research and development grants have been given by the
State Governmnent under the Western Australian research and development
grant scheme which complements the Commonwealth Government scheme
for industry research and development?

(2) What is the total cost of the grants issued?
Mr PARKER replied:
(1) The first round of the Western Australian research and development (WARD)

grant scheme applications were assessed in November 1988. Two
applications have been given, in principle, approval for funding, subject to
costing verification. The first WARD grant agreement is scheduled for
signing next week.

(2) The total cost of the, in principle, approved grants is $200 000.
WA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION - WA EXIM CORPORATION

Senior Executives; - Pay and Allowances
2139. Mr COURT to the Premier:

(1) Will the Premier detail for the public the salaries and allowances of the senior
executives of the Western Australian Development Corporation and Exini?

(2) Where these senior executives have consulting agreements, would he outline
the financial remuneration involved in these consultancy arrangements?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
WADC's response -
(l)-(2)

The remuneration of senior executives of WADC is commercially
confidential. However, it should be noted that, in line with the
disclosure requirements of Australian Accounting Standards, the
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remuneration of directors, including salaries, allowances and
consulting fees, are disclosed in the corporation's annual accounts
which have been tabled in Parliament.

Exixn's response -

The remuneration of senior executives of Exirn is commercially
confidential. However, it should be noted that in line with the
disclosure requirements of the Finance and Administration Audit Act
1985. the remuneration of directors, including salaries, allowances and
consulting fees, will be disclosed in the corporation's annual accounts
when they are tabled in Parliament.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT - PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT
Senior Executive Appointment - Sales and Construction Contracs.

Renegotiation

2140. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) Following the appointment of a new senior executive to control the
petrochemical project, are the sales and construction contracts referred to by
the Government previously being renegotiated?

(2) If yes, what is the main problem with these contracts?

Mr PARKER replied:

Regular review and reassessment of commercial arrangements is a normal part
of business management.

MINERALS - PLATINUM
State Purchases - Japan. South Africa

2141. Mr COURT to the Premier:

(1) During the past year, how much platinum has the State Government purchased
from Japan for manufacturing coins?

(2) How much of this platinum is sourced from South Africa?

(3) Is any platinum purchased directly from South Afica for this program?

(4) If yes, what quantities are involved?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Platinum for the Australian Koala is both leased and purchased. Sales of the
corn since its international launch in September exceed 100 000 ounces.

(2) Under Cold Corporation's agreement with the Commonwealth for the
production of the Australian Koala, no platinum that could reasonably be
expected to have come from South Africa may be used, 'and Gold
Corporation's Japanese manufacturer of blank coins has guaranteed that none
of the platinum he has supplied has originated from South Africa.

(3)-(4)
Answered by (2).

DEFENCE - HMAS STIRLING
Submarine Escape Training Facility - Completion

2142. Mr COURT to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(1) When was the submarine escape training facility at 1-LMAS Stirling
completed?

(2) Has there been a delay in paying Western Australian contractors for work
carried out on this facility?

(3) Is there any legal action involved by Western Australian companies to have
outstanding payments made?
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(4) What are the Western Australian companies that have been affected by
delayed payments?

(5) Is one of these companies - Gregory's Plumbing - owned jointly by Mr Robert
Martin and the State Superannuatton Board?

(6) Has the Government's defence liaison officer in Canberra been involved in
negotiations with the Department of Administrative Services to have these
payments made?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
The member will be replied to in writing in due course.

STATE FINANCE - BUSINESS DEALINGS
Profits and Losses

2143. Mr COURT to the Premier:
Will the Premier outline the major profits arid losses achieved by the
Government over the past two years in relation to its business dealings
designed to provide an additional source of revenue for the State and to lower
the burden on the taxpayers in building community facilities such as schools
and family centres?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
A comprehensive response will be provided in writing in due course.
However, the success of the WADC since its creation, both in terms of
opportunity generation and actual returns to Government, are well known to, if
not appreciated by, the member. Similarly, the SGIC has paid a dividend to
the Government this year of $28 million, in addition to $18 million paid to the
State by the way of taxes, charges and stamp duty. The SGIC has reported a
profit of $112 million for this financial year, after allowing for losses
associated with its investments in the Rothwells merchant hank.

TEACHERS FINANCIAL SOCIETY - CONSTITUTED BODY
Government Assurance

2144. Mr COURT to the Premier:
(1) Has the Government been called upon in the past year to prove that the

Teachers Financial Society was properly constituted?

(2) [Has the Govermnt been assured that the Teachers Financial Society was and
is a properly constituted body?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) No.

(2) Yes.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT - PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT
Connell, Mr, Associated Company - Half Interest Purchase

2145. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:
(1) Has the Governuent been informed that a company associated with Mr

Connell purchased a half interest in the petrochemical project this year for
$5 000 and was then able to on-sell it for hundreds of millions of dollars in a
transaction involving the State Government?

(2) If yes, does the Government believe this is a normal commercial transaction
or, in fact, was a facade providing a means of transferring funds into
Rothwells Ltd?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) NO.
(2) Not applicable.

16460-6
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ROTHWELLS LTD - ASSOCIATED COMPANIES
Taxes and Ditties Owed - State Government

2146. Mr COURT to the Premier:

(1) Have all duties payable to the State Government from Rothwells Ltd and
associated companies in relation to their transactions during the past two years
been paid?

(2) If flat, what are the taxes and duties owed by these companies to the Stare
Government?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

An answer will be provided in writing in due course.

EDWARDS, MR KEVIN - GOVERNMENT PROJECTS
Involvement-

2147. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(I) Is Mr Kevin Edwards currently involved in any. Government projects apart
from the petrochemical project?

(2) If yes -
(a) what is his position; and

(b) what work is he carrying out?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

LLOYD. MR TONY - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT

2 148. Mr COURT to the Premier:

(I) Is Mr Tony Lloyd employed or contracted to'the Government or is he still a
director or representative on any Government instrumentality?

(2) If yes, would the Premier please give details of his involvement?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY -FAILURE

Persons Responsible - Gbvernment Action
2149. Mr COURT to the Premier:

Since the report in the Daily News of Wednesday, 24 August that the State
Government would pursue relentlessly the people responsible for the failure of
the Teachers Credit Society, what action has been taken by the Government to
fully investigate the role of former officials of the Teachers Credit Society
including its directors, the officials of the office of the registrar, and other
involved Government officials including advisers. Mr Kevin Edwards and Mr
Tony Lloyd?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
A court examination of persons concerned with the WA Teachers Credit
Society Ltd, conducted in accordance with section 541 of the Companies
(Western Australia) Code, has been completed. This examination was
instituted to obtain information on the extent of any negligence, default and/or
breach of duty in the management and administration of WA Teachers Credit
Society Ltd. Any proceedings to be instituted as a result of that examination
may be instituted under section 542 of the code. This section allows the
Supreme Court to make such orders it thinks appropriate against any person
who is guilty of fraud, negligence, default, breach of trust or breach of duty in
relation to a credit union causing loss or damage to the credit union.
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Proceedings have been commenced against the former General Manager and
former Assistant General Manager of the WA Teachers Credit Society Ltd.
The proceedings are for unspecified and unlimited damages for negligence
and breach of duties as officers and a director of the failed Teachers Credit
Society.
The administrator has also commenced legal acuion against the former auditors
of the society.
The Crown Law Deparment and the officers of the Corporate Affairs
Department are also investigating the society's affairs to determine whether
further legal proceedings are warranted.

*The possibility of action against other former directors and offitcers of the
society is being considered.
The legal proceedings instituted to date and under consideration are separate
from action that could be instituted by the Registrar of Cooperative and
Financial Institutions or as a result of current investigations by the Crown Law
Department.
Matters in relation to the role of Government officers have already been fully
addressed. Any further issues which require investigation will be dealt with.

STATE GOVERNMENT - WA INC
Business Dealings - Profits and Losses

2150. Mr COURT to the Premier:
Following his statemne nt of early September last on the Diana Wamnock show
concerning WA Inc, is the State better off with the Government taking equity
positions in projects such as the petrochemical project, or has the Government
learnt its lessons with the recent business- dealings that the profits
unfortunately turn out to be major losses in most cases?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
This question will be answered in writing in due course.
TOWNS(I-)END, PAM -GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT

Premier
215 1. Mr STEPHENS to the Premier:

(1) Is a Pam Towns(h)end employed in, any department or in any capacity within
his jurisdiction?

(2) If yes, under what conditions and where?
Mlr PETER DOWDING replied:

The member will be advised in writing in due course.
TOWNS(H)END, PAM - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT

Deputy Premier
2152. Mr STEPHENS to the Deputy Premier:

(1) Is a Pam Towns(h)end employed in any department or in any capacity within
his jurisdiction?

(2) If yes, under what conditions anid where?
Mr PARKER replied:
See reply to question 215 1.

TOWNS(H)END, PAM - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT
Attorney General

2153. Mr STEPHENS to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
(1) Is a Pam Towns(h)end employed in any department or in any capacity within

the Minister's jurisdiction?
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(2) If yes, under what conditions and where?

Mr GRILL replied:

See answer to question 215 1.

TOWNS(H)END, PAM - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT
Minister for Community Services

2154. Mir STEPHENS to the Minister representing the Minister for Community Serices:

(1) Is a Pam Towns(h)end employed in any department or in any capacity within
the Minister's jurisdiction?

(2) If yes, under what conditions and where?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

See answer to question 215 1.

TOWNS(H)END, PAM - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT
Minister for Mines

2155. Mr STEPHENS to the Minister for Mines:

(1) Is a Pam Towns(h)end employed in any department or in any capacity within
his jurisdiction?

(2) If yes. under what conditions and where?

Mr CARR replied:

See reply to question 215 1.

TOWNS(H)END, PAM - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT
Minister for Transport

2156. Mrt STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is a Pam Towns(h)end employed in any department or in any capacity within
his jurisdiction?

(2) If yes. under what conditions and where?

Mr PEARCE replied:

See reply to question 215 1.
TOWNS(H)END, PAM - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT

Minister for Conservation and Land Management
2157. Mr STEPHENS to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

(1) Is a Pam Towns(h)end employed in any department or in any capacity within
his jurisdiction?

(2) If yes, under what conditions and where?

Mr HIODGE replied:

See reply to question 215 1.

TOWNS(H)END, PAM - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT
Minister for Agriculture

2158. Mr STEPHENS to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Is a Pamn Towns(h)end employed in any department or in any capacity within
his jurisdiction?

(2) If yes, under what conditions and where?

Mr GRILL replied:

See reply to question 215 1.
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TOWNS(H)END, PAM - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT
Minister for Health

2159. Mr STEPHENS to the Minister for Health:

(I) Is a Pam Towns(h)end employed in any department or in any capacity within
his jurisdiction?

(2) If yes, under what conditions and where?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) No. See reply to question 215 1.
(2) Not applicable.

TOWNS(H)END. PAM - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT
Minister for Police and Emergency Services

2160. Mr STEPHENS to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(1) Is a Pam Towns(h)end employed in any department or in any capacity within
his jurisdiction?

(2) If yes, under what conditions and where?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

See reply to question 215 1.
TOWNS(H)END, PAM - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT

Minister for Education
216 1. Mr STEPHENS to the Minister for Education:

(I) Is a Pam Towns(h)end employed in any department or in any capacity within
her jurisdiction?

(2) If yes, under what conditions and where?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

See reply to question 215 1.
TOWNS(H)END, PAM - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT

Minister for Housing
2162. Mr STEPHENS to the Minister for Housing:

(1) Is a Pam Towns(h)end employed in any department or in any capacity within
her jurisdiction?

(2) If yes, under what conditions and where?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

See reply to question 215 1.
TOWNS(H)END, PAM - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT

Minister for Labour

2163. Mr STEPHENS to the Minister for Labour:
(1) Is a Pam Towns(h)end employed in any department or in any capacity within

his jurisdiction?

(2) If yes, under what conditions and where?

Mr TROY replied:

I refer the member to the reply to question 2151, 1988.
TOWNS(H)END, PAM - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT

Minister for Water Resources
2164. Mr STEPHENS to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Is a Pam Towns(h)end employed in any department or in any capacity within
his jurisdiction?
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(2) If yes, uinder what conditions and where?
Mr BRIDGE replied:

See reply to question 215 1.

TOWNS(H)END, PAM - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT
Minister for Employment and Training

2165. Mr STEPHENS to the Minister for Employment and Training:

(1) Is a Pam Towns(h)end employed in any department or in any capacity within
his jurisdiction?

(2) If yes, under what conditions and where?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:

See response to question 215 1.
TOWNS(H)END, PAM - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT

Minister for Consumer Affairs
2166. Mr STEPHENS to the Minister representing the Minister for Consumer Affairs:

(1) Is a Pam Towris(h)end employed in any department or in any capacity within
the Minister's jurisdiction?

(2) If yes, under what conditions and where?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1)-(2)
Not applicable. See reply to question 215 1.
TOWNS(H)END, PAM - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT

Minister for Lands

2167. Mr STEPHENS to the Minister for Lands:

(I) Is a Pami Towns(h)end employed in any department or in any capacity within
her jurisdiction?

(2) If yes. under what conditions and where?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:

See reply to question 215 1.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

ROTHWELLS LTD - LOSSES
Connell,. Mr Laurie - Funds Recovery

391. My MacKINNON to the Deputy Premier:

(1) What action is the Government taking to recover funds from Mr Laurie
Connell to reduce its Rothwells losses under the promises he made to this
House that every single asset of Connell was on line for the Rotbwells rescue
before the State would suffer one cent of loss?

(2) Is the Deputy Premier aware of the amount it can recover under the
commitments made?

(3) Have solicitors been instructed to take action?

(4) Has liability been acknowledged by Mr Connell?

(5) What advice has the Government received?

Mr PARKER replied:

(04(5)
I am surprised at the question from the Leader of the Opposition because these
matters have been fairly thoroughly canvassed in the Press and in the report of
the provisional liquidator to the Supreme Court of Queensland. The
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specific matters to which the Leader of the Opposition refers are in hand and
are being attended to on behalf of the Government.

TRANSPORT - BUSES
School - Changes, Recommendations Report

392. Mr BLAIJUE to the Minister for Education:
(1) Will the report which recommends major changes to the school bus transport

system be considered by Cabinet?
(2) If so, when is this likely to happen?
(3) If not, when was the decision made by the Minister not to refer the report to

Cabinet?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

(1)-(3)
The document is an internal one undertaken by the audit and review section of
the Ministry. It does this from time to time without instructions from me, as a
good Public Service should, to review and to estimate costs to the taxpayer
and the efficiency of various services. A copy of the report was given to me
some time ago. I looked through it and some of the recommendations seem
sensible. Many were totally unpalatable, and I communicated that to the
officers concerned.
At a later stage a minute was put to me which it was suggested I put to
Cabinet. Again 1 rejected most elements of that, including a suggestion that
country school children should be charged. Such a suggestion was never put
to Cabinet. The only suggestion put to Cabinet was one that funds should be
put aside in the Budget to make school bus services in the country available to
non Government students for the purposes of transport to the nearest
appropriate school.

We all know this is the silly season; apart from being near Christmas it is close
to an election. I am not embarrassed by that report; it is a proper document
which could be open to public scmutiny. I understand it was made available to
the Transport Commission and other interested bodies. Nonetheless that
report is not an official Government policy document; it has no endorsement
by Cabinet, it has not been studied by Cabinet, and the Opposition is making
hay of this issue - as well it may - but totally irresponsibly, because the
moment it became obvious to me that was being done I issued Press releases
and made statements in the Press and to individuals affected, but no such
proposition was either considered or endorsed by the Government. This has
not stopped members from anonymously distributing letters to children getting
on school buses, for instance, indicating that they would be charged, despite
the fact that two or three days earlier a clear denial had been given. The
Cabinet has already considered the proposition. They did not even have the
guts to sign it. It was an unsigned letter given to children getting on school
buses in the south west. I think that is a disgusting piece of behaviour.

Mr MacKinnon: Whereabouts?
Dr LAWRENCE: In the area of Dunsborough. I am not sure of which school bus

service.

I can assure country parents and children throughout the State that, far from
reducing the service available to them, this Government has spent a substantial
amount of money to increase services to country children.

EDUCATION - POLICIES
Liberal Party Government - Similarities

393. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Education:
Is the Minister aware of certain similarities between the recently released
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Liberal Party education policy and the Government's program of
achievements in education?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

1 suppose at the outset we should be thankful we have an education policy
from the Opposition. It has taken the Liberal Party not a little time to produce
one. However, it is clear that in the absence of any ideas of their own
members of the Liberal Party have borrowed very heavily from the
Governiment's program of achievements. We have released several
documents which outline progress and will continue to do so. I might say that
the similarities -

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr Thomas: Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery.

Dr LAWRENCE: Exactly. The similarities between the Liberal Party's education
policy and our record of achievement are so great that I should be flattered, as
the member beside me suggests. For example, the Liberal Party is promising
places for all five year olds. In fact that promise is a reality. The Liberal
Party has promised special attention to lower primary programs. The
Government announced first step programs some time ago - in fact
immnediately after the Budget - in outline and recently in great detail. The
Liberal Party has promised modifications to unit curriculum to narrow the
choices. I issued instructions in June to achieve that result. The Liberal Party
promised a survey of drug use. That has already begun in our schools. The
Liberal Parry promised testing of three, seven and 10 year olds. In fact, if one
reads the Liberal Party's policy, it is almost word for word what was promised
and is now being developed in our schools. However, attention needs to be
drawn to a couple of things. Firstly, there is the Liberal Party's policy on the
integration of disabled children. Ir is a very half hearted attempt indeed and
there would be some concern among parents of disabled children if they read
the policy -

Mr Macinon: Your policy on disabled children is a scandal.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Dr LAWREN"CE: - that they could expect to see their children segregated again out
of the school system and set apart from the rest of the school population.

The Liberal Party also wants to reintroduce corporal punishment but it does
not really have the courage to do it. so it will leave it to the principals to
decide. That is what the Liberal Party has done in New South Wales. Ir is a
real Clayton's policy. Schools have the right of veto and parents have the
right of veto, and they can beat teenage girls if they want to. We have no
intention of following that particular policy.

The Liberal Party has also suggested that we should have a physical education
specialist in every school. This is a re al clanger. I wonder whether the Liberal
Party knows how much it will cost. At the moment the entire CRLF allocation
for sport and recreation is some $9.6 million; the Liberal Party's policy of
putting a specialist teacher in every primary school would cost $15 million. I
have a very serious concern about the willingness of the Liberal Party to
actually deliver on those promises if it were ever - God save the State - to
become the Government. It is quite clear that the Liberal Party does not really
intend to implement them because in its Press release it said that the policy
was an evolutionary document and would be changed and modified to meet
changing needs and circumstances. The Liberal Party could then never be
accused of breaking its promises.
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MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - DEPUTY PREMIER
H-fumphreys, Mr Laurie - M'eering, 8 November 1988

394. Mr MacKINNON to the Deputy Premier:

(t) Did the Deputy Premier meet with Mr Laurie H-umphreys on 8 November
1988 at approximately 8.00 am in the company of Hon Garry Kelly, MLC?

(2) Is it correct that at this meeting the Deputy Premier attempted to convince Mr
Hurnphreys that he should not contest Mr John O'Connor for the position of
Transport Workers Union secretary on the basis that this would enable Mr
Humphreys to apply successfully for readmission to the Australian Labor
Party?

(3) If this is so, why is the Deputy Premier so keen to support Mr O'Connor in
this election?

Mir PARKER replied:

{l)-(3)
I wonder whether the fact that the name 'David Parker" appears on my door
has been used as justification by the Leader of the Opposition's research
officer to closet himself in one of the cupboards in my room to try to work out
what is going on. However, I meet literally thousands of people every year
and dozens of external people every week, and I am not proposing to comment
on the detail of the discussions I have had except that, because it has been
raised as an allegation, I specifically deny that I have ever at any time
requested Mr Humphreys not to contest an election against Mr O'Connor.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT - IPREST ACCOUNT
Overseas Travel - Drawing Funds Review

395. Dr ALEXANDER to the Premier:

Can the Premier confirm that the guidelines for drawing funds from the
Imprest Account for overseas travel by members of Parliament is under
review?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

Yes, I can confirm that these matters are under review. The officers of my
department have examined the current scheme and the matter is expected to be
before Cabinet early in the new year. It is unfortunate that the way in which
the Imprest Account is used appears to continue to be a problem. Members on
occasion need to travel interstate and overseas in the interests of expanding
their knowledge by looking at the way that Governments and industries,
unions and authorities operate. No one can live in grand isolation.

Mr Macinnon: You will not tell us one cent of what your Ministers spend.

Mr PETER DOWDING. The difficulty is -

Mir Lightfoot interjected.

Mr PETER DOWDING: I am getting interjections from both the Leader of the
Opposition and the member for Murchison-Eyre, both of whom I intend to
refer to in a moment. However I must say that travel by members of
Parliament is viewed sceptically by an electorate that has been given plenty of
reason recently to question its worth. I have found in the past -few weeks that
the Leader of the Opposition has been very unwilling to assist me in
determining whether or not the application by one of his members to travel
overseas was a genuine application.

Mr Macinnon: I have written back to you.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The Leader of the Opposition has made great play of his
newfound conmitnent to accountability. He is the man who 27 times said
something was commercially confidential and who was a member of a
Governiment which put a clause in a contract that was so secret we could never
even say what the clause said.
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The Leader of the Opposition might like to tell the House why he was not
willing to take on honestly one of his members over his use of the Imprest
Account. Maybe he would like to tell the House what steps he took to make
inquiries to ensure that one of his members was not misusing taxpayers' hinds.
Maybe the Leader of the Opposition would like to tell the House and the
public why he had to be prodded to do anything at all. Finally, maybe he
would like to explain how he reconciles his accountability with his final
advice that in respect of my inquiries the member had undergone a change of
plan and was no longer interested in using taxpayers' money.

LIVESTOCK - SHEEP
Live Shippers - Environmental Protection Authority

Restrictions

396. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Can the Minister confirm that the Environmental Protection Authority has
directed that all live shippers cease their feed lotting, agisiment and holding
yards in the metropolitan area within two years?

(2) Could he also confirm that live shippers have been instructed that they must
cease to use Fremantle as a live sheep port within two years?

Mr GRILL replied:

No, not as far as I know. I do not think that is correct. I will check it. I do
not know whether there is any substance in that.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS - POLICIES
Liberal Party - Implications

397. Dr WATSON to the Minister for Labour:
What would the implications be for workers and employers in Western
Australia if the policies of the type outlined in the Liberal Party's industrial
relations document yesterday were introduced?

Mr TROY replied:
I thank the member for notice of the question. 1, along with many people,
have read the document with interest because it is an extremely vague
document. 1 would certainly like to know who the author was as there appears
to be some ideological tension in the document. On the one hand, the shadow
Minister for Labour thinks that unionists should not be gaoled on the spot and
would like to portray a future Liberal Government as having a human face
and, on the other hand, the member for Cottesloe stated two weeks ago that his
idea of industrial relations is confrontation and hatred. He is the same former
Leader of the Opposition whose solution to industrial relations problems some
years ago was to ban free speech.

Even though the shadow Minister's intentions are good ones, I would have
thought that the Liberal Party would have learnt a little more from watching
this Government's magnificent performance. The essential services
proposition is merely sabre raffling and it serves to increase the level of
disputation. Placing such legislation on the Statute books would invite
disputation. I listened with interest when the Leader of the Opposition, in the
Sattler program this morning, spoke about putting essential services legislation
on the Statute books. In ocher words, he is adopting a threatening position in
industrial relations. He is saying to the unions that, if they step out of line, a
future Liberal Governiment will beat them into submission and possibly gaol
them, even when the issue under dispute threatens their lives. This policy is
totally inconsistent with the Opposition's expressed claim that it wants to put a
human face on its industrial relations policy and again illustrates the
inconsistencies of the Liberal Opposition.
Two weeks ago the Liberal Party had a different attitude about the Industrial
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Relations Commission. One of its members said that there should be no
political interference in the Industrial Relations Commission and that it should
be independent and another member said that it should be subjected to direct
intrusion.

The shadow Minister is already back pedalling from his statement about strike
pay, arid clearly wants to recognise areas of safety disputation in limited
circumstances. The commission has been investigating these matters since
this Government passed legislation in September.

Secret ballots merely rely on the mythology of union member hatred. The
commission currently has the power awarded to it to order secret ballots, but
does not often do so because it knows the lack of effect it would have in most
circumstances. Less than a month ago, union members in Mt Newman were
given an opportunity to vote by secret ballot. They rejected that opportunity
by almost 10: 1.
The Opposition has done a pirouette in relation to health and safety matters. It
supports them now. However, many members will recall the debate in this
Parliamrent 12 months ago when the Opposition fought tooth and nail against
that legislation. The Leader of the Opposition's memory is obviously short
because he could not remember that when speaking on the radio this morning.

The Opposition suggests that rehabilitation is a fine idea. However, all it has
to do to indicate that is to support the legislation currently before the House.
Quite clearly, the Opposition's policy is a grab bag of trying to balance the
differing philosophical positions that exist in' the Liberal Party, and employers
and employees in this State will totally reject it.

CORRUPTION COMMvISSION - COMMISSIONERS
Appointments

398. Mr MENSAROS to the Premier:

Acknowledging the official note which was sent to me informing me that the
Corruption Commission Act has been proclaimed, will the Premier inform the
House when the commissioners will be appointed and- whether he is prepared
to confer with the Opposition regarding the appointments?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

If my request to the Chief Justice to convene the process by which the
commnissioners will be appointed has not been transmitted to him, it has been
prepared.

The question of consulting the Opposition raises a very interesting issue. I
have heard that it is now the Opposition's industrial relations policy to have
consultation in relation to the appointment of anybody to the Industrial
Relations Commission. The Opposition has never sought to be consulted as
far as I know. When in Government it never consulted the Opposition and, as
far as I know, it has never written to me proposing that, as a general principle,
there should be consultation. Furthermore, the Leader of the Opposition has
repeatedly declined any consultation unless he is free immediately to go to the
newspapers and speak publicly about all matters that come into his hands.

This is a new found accountability by the Leader of the Opposition which,
incidentally, was not adhered to today. Perhaps I should digress and say that
when this embarrassing minute from the Opposition's staff was being read by
the Minister for Police and Emergency Services earlier today, the Leader of
the Opposition attempted to suggest that the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services might have fabricated the document.

Mr MacKinnon: Did he?

Mr PETER DOWDING: Does the Leader of the Opposition still think that that is a
possibility?

Mr Macinnon: Did he?
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Nfr PETER DOWDING: Let us look at the accountability of the Leader of the
Opposition. He knows that be is not accountable to this House. Yet, I am
informed that the original of this doctument bears the Leader of the
Opposition's signature and the word "noted". So much for his accountability.
Is that correct?

Mr Macinnon: So what!

Mr PETER DOWDING. When I asked the Leader of the Opposition whether that
was correct, this great, accountable leader responded, "So what!" I will tell
him so what. So what is his imputation that somebody on this side of the
House might have fabricated a document purported to have come from one of
his offices when the truth is that the document bears his signature and the
word, "noted". The truth is that the Leader of the Opposition is prepared, by
innuendo, to mislead the House. So much for his accountability.

If the Opposition proposes that there should be some consultation on matters
of importance such as this and if it is prepared to be bound by the obvious
confidentiality provisions that would adhere to that consultation, it should
spell that our and I will support it.

The SPEAKER: Order! Before calling the member for Mandurah, I point out that the
member for Moore is spending his last day in this Parliament. He has
indicated to me that he has been trying for four months to ask a question and I
will now give him that opportunity.

FISING - CRAYFISH
Minister for Agriculture's Letter - Tabling

399. Mr CRANE to the Minister for Agriculture:

I appreciate that, Mr Speaker. [ have been trying for over four months to ask
this very important question. I refer to the Minister's letter of 2 May 1988
regarding question 2877 of 1987 in relation to the rock lobster pool. The
advice contained in the Minister's final paragraph has been followed resulting
in a legal opinion being obtained which is in direct conflict with the purport of
his letter, as it appears the presumptions contained in the second quotation in
the Minister's letter are not founded on fact in that there is no contract and no
arranged mechanism for faxing the price of lobsters and therefore a fiduciary
obligation exists.

In view of that, will the Minister please table the letter from Crown Law on
the matter. This may clarf the matter without further legal involvement and
expense.

Mr GRILL replied:

I cannot agree with the conclusions drawn by the member for Moore in respect
of the opinion that has already been tendered, largely in the letter that I sent to
him on 2 May. I am quite happy to tender the whole of that letter. There is
not much more in it. The great bulk of it was quoted in the letter I sent to the
member. The m?'o additional paragraphs read -

It would appear to me therefore that if, as appears to b0 t' 1Kpw'.

approach, the Hon. Minister continues to adapt the stance that the
method of payment for rock lobsters is one for consideration between
the parties, he should make it clear to Mr Crane that the term fiduciary
obligation is one which applies only to certain limited relationships at
law and that it is not for him to say whether or not such an obligation
arises in the circumstances in question.

I do not believe I can usefully take this matter further. I would,
however, be happy to discuss it with you on the telephone if necessary.

The member may have a copy of the letter. He has already received most of
that advice. I indicate to him that when the Crown Solicitor refers to the term
"'contract" that does not necessarily mean a written contract. I think he might
be drawing that conclusion. A contract can be a much looser thing than that;
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it can be simply verbal or in some cases need not even be verbal; it can be by
the actions of the parties. He talkcs about the contract in a much wider sense,
but I will give him a copy of the advice and he can look at it.

QUESTIONS - SUBMITTED
December 15. 1988 - Comments

400. Mr READ to the Premier:

(1) Can the Premier say anything about the number of questions submitted for
answer today to him and the Government as a whole?

(2) Can he inform the House as to the nature of some of those questions and what
success the Government had in dealing with them?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

The matter is relevant because it indicates that the Opposition does not play a
serious game. It simply tries, no matter what the cost and expense, to put
people to inconvenience. The Opposition submitted to me more than 50
questions to be answered today. It submitted a total of 150 to the Government
as a whole. With an enormous amount of inconvenience, 35 of the 50
questions which went through my office have been answered or will be
answered very shortly, and a great number of other answers are in the process
of arriving. One would have thought that the Opposition would take some
care to ensure that the public sector was not unduly inconvenienced or
required to waste time.

Question 2030, which should have been directed to the Deputy Premier, as
should six others, has been answered on numerous occasions by him in public
and in the Parliament. Questions 2093 and 2141 are in the same category.
Question 2093 is in fact a question about matters which are available in the
Act and what is not in the Act is contained in a brochure which has been
widely circulated by GoldCorp. Question 2108, relating to GoldCorp, is
identical to question 1090 answered on 31 August. Question 2141 has been
answered before and the answer has not changed. The answer is no. Question
2134 is the same as question 2133. Question 2107 refers to remarks I am
alleged to have made in the Sunday Times. Quite frankly, 1 cannot find any
reference to them, but I am happy to have them pointed out.

It seems that despite the utter incompetence of the Opposition, it cannot let the
end of a parliamentary sitting go by without an attempt to smear somebody.
In this case, it is an attempt to smear somebody outside this Parliament who,
on any view of the matter, will be recognised on both sides of the House as
having devoted his life to the community without gain. I refer to my father,
the Reverend Keith Dowding. The member for Cottesloe could not allow this
Parliament to get up without attempting to smear my father by asking whether
he has been employed or engaged by the Government or any of its agencies, in
what capacity, on what terms and t. "ha reconmmnendations.

Mr Court: It is all right for you to talk about my father.

Mr PETER DOWDING: My father was never offered any Alcoa shares. My father
has devoted his life to serving the community and the member for Cottesloe
could not accept that.

Mr Court: You said I had a family trust. I never had a family miust.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The member for Nedlands asked me not to make reference
to his father.

Opposition members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr Court: You accused me of having a family trust and I never had one. You are
down in the gutter.
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The SPEAKER: Order! Three members of the Opposition are obviously hell bent on
being named in the last 10 minutes of the Parliament. I clearly called for
order. The three members concerned beard that and continued to interject.
That is very uncivilised and I ask that they do not carry on with that sort of
behaviour.

Mr PETER DOWDING: My father has done some work for the Government. My
father - shock, horror - has spent six months working for the Bureau for the
Aged. I am quite confident that the work he has done for the Bureau for the
Aged is widely acknowledged on all sides of the political fence as having been
significant. I am proud to say that I am quite sure that the aged, in particular,
regard him very highly. He received some remuneration for that six months
work. I am informed he has been paid $4 000.

Mir Hlassell: Thank you for the answer. It is the first answer we have had for a tong
time.

Mr Court: You can dish it out.

Mr PETER DOWDINCG: The member for Cottesloe is full of smear.

Mr Burkett interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Coutesloe and the member for Scarborough
will please come to order.


